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1899. 



Report of the Minister of Public Instruction. 



To His Excellency The Right Honorable William, Earl Beauchamp, 
Knight Commander of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint 
Michael and Saint George, Governor and Commander-in-Chief o£ 
the Colony of New South Wales and its Dependencies. 

May it please your Excellency, — 

I have the honor to submit to your Excellency the Report 
of the Department of Public Instruction for the year 1899. 



Schools. 

In 1899 there were 2,693 schools, containing 2,909 departments, 
as compared with 2,602 schools and 2,817 departments open in 1898. 
During the year, 112 schools were established, comprising 9 Public, 
57 Provisional, 32 Half-time, 2 House-to-house, and 12 Evening 
Schools. In addition to these, 35 schools were reopened, 27 Provisional 
and 4 Half-time Schools were raised to the rank of Public Schools, 
and 21 Half-time and 1 House-to-house Schools to the Provi- 
sional rank ; while 13 Public and 15 Provisional Schools were reduced 
to Half-time Schools. Eifty-six of the schools in operation during 
the whole or some portion of 1898 do not appear on the list of schools 
open in 1899, and of those actually in operation in that year 52 were 
closed before the last quarter. The number of schools open at the 
close of 1899 was 2,6 il, containing 2,857 departments. 



Meport of the Minister of Fuhlic Instruction. 



The following table shows the classification of the schools open 
in 1899 :— 



1. High Schools :■ 



Unclassed 



_ •■•» 



••• 



2. Public Schools and Salf-time Schools :■ 



In. Class 



I ... 

n ... 
m ... 

IV ... 

V ... 

VI ... 

VII ... 

vin ... 

IX ... 

>i A. ... 

XJnolassed 



••• 



99 

99 
99 
99 



• *■ 



3. Provisional Schools : 



Class 



99 



n} ••• 



••• 



••• 



4. House-to-house Schools ;- 

Unclassed 

5. Evening Public Schools :- 

Unclassed 

Total 



Schools. 


' 


Departments. 


4 


• •• 


4 


iQ 




138 


89 




105 


29 




62 


61 




85 


122 




123 


240 




240 


230 




230 


394 




394 


836 




836 


128 




128 


142 




142 



••« ouo ••• o^O 



• •' O'J ••• 



33 



.•• oL ••• (J L 



... 2,693 ... 2,909 



Of the 22 applications for the establishment of new schools 
which were under consideration at the close of 1898, 12 were granted, 
und 10 were declined. In addition to these, 178 applications were 
received during 1899, namely, 35 for Public Schools, 107 for Provisional 
Schools, 24 for Half-time Schools, 1 for a House-to-house School, and 
11 for Evening Schools. Of these, 106 were granted, 66 were declined, 
and 16 were under consideration at the end of the year. The total 
number of children to be accommodated in the new schools when 
established is 2,566. 
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The number of applications dealt with, and the action taken 
with regard to them, is shown in the following table : — 

Applications for the establishment of Schools. 



Schools. 


Nomher 
received. 


Number 
granted. 


Number 
declined. 


Number still 

under 
considaratioiu 


Public SchoolB 

Provisional Schools 

Half-time Schools 

House-to-house Scbools 

Evening Public Schools 


35 

107 
24 

1 
11 


14 
64 
17 

1 
10 


17 
85 

4 





4 

8 
8 

1 


Total 


, 178 


106 


56 


16 



Full details respecting these applications will be found in 
Appendices I, II, III, IV, V. 

The number of schools in operation in 1881, the first full year 
during which the Department was under Ministerial control, as 
compared with the number open in 1899, is given in the following 
table: — 



Schools. 


Number of Schools or Departments 
in operation. 


Tncreaae, 




18SI. 


1899. 


BLigh Schools 

Superior Schools 

Primary Public Schools 

Provisional Schools 

Half-time Schools 
House-to-house Schools 


58 

1,042 

246 

93 


4 

253 

1,774 

858 

456 

sa 

31 


4i 
195 
732 
112 
3«3 
33 


Evening Schools ,. 


67 


26* 


Total 


1,496 


ft 

2,909 


1,413 


• 

Seats provided 


98,721 


259,119 


160,398 



* Peoreaae. 



In addition to tlie schools established and maintained under 
the Public Instruction Act, the following State supported or aided 
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schools are still in operation, namely, the Sydney Grammar School, 
the two Industrial Schools, the School for the Deaf and Dumb and 
the Blind, and the Carpenterian and Shaftesbury 11 ef ormatory Schools. 

School 'Premises and Sites. — The number of school sites 
acquired during the year was 93. Of these, 64 were Government 
grants, 25 were resumed under the Public Works Act (51 Vic. No. 37), 
3 were purchased, and one was a free grant to the Department. The 
cost of the purchased sites amounted to £200, and the sum of £140 
Is. 9d. was paid on account of those resumed. In the case of 12 of 
the latter no claim was made by the original holders for compensation. 
The balance to be paid on the others, when all claims have been 
settled, is £302. Full particulars as to the sites will be found in 
Appendix XX. 

Buildings. — At the close of 1899, existing school premises 
afforded room for 259,119 pupils. Of the school-places counted in 

1898, 3,072 were lost in 1899 by the closing of schools and by the 
giving up of old buildings. The net increase was 6,328. Taking the 
building- work done in the last two years, it may be observed that, in 

1899, 39 new schools and residences and 2 weather-sheds were erected 
under the supervision of the Department's professional officers, as com- 
pared with 33 and 12 respectively built in 1898 ; while the additions 
numbered 44, as compared with 33 ; the premises repaired, 478, as 
compared with 554 ; and the places provided, 3,917, as compared with 
6,331 for the same period. The number of small school-buildings, resi- 
dences, and weather-sheds erected under the Inspectors' supervision 
was 122, as compared with 115 put up in 1898 ; 22 school-buildings 
-:yere enlarged, as against 31 in 1898; the number of places provided 
was 3,787, as compared with 4,634; and the buildings repaired 
numbered 1,198 in 1899, as against 1,245 in the previous year. 

At the close of 1899 the following additional works were in 
progress : — 58 new buildings and 39 additions, the whole to provide for 
about 7,400 children. One new weather-shed was in course of 
construction, as well as 5 teachers* residences. Repairs and improve- 
ments were being carried out in 208 existing buildings. 
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Pull particulars respecting the building-work completed in the 
year, and that in progress at its close, are given in the following 
tables : — 

Works completed. 



Works under Prqfestional Officers : — 

School-buildings 

Additions 

Residences 

Additions to residences 

Weather-sheds 

Bepairs, &c..m 

Works under Inspectors* supervision : — 

School-buildings ^ 

Additions 

Besidencet 

Weather-sheds 

Bepairs, &c 



Number. 



Places 
provided. 



Total cost, 

not including cost 

of sites. 



Average cost 
per building. 



Cost per 
seat. 



25 

18 

14 

26 

2 

478 



110 

22 

6 

7 
1,198 



8,017 
900 



3,173 
614 



£ s. d. 

19,163 5 6 

4,413 1 

7,441 15 

4,108 10 

149 15 

16,710 17 2 



7,026 5 3 

1,704 11 8 

1,207 5 7 

105 19 6 

10,086 5 11 



£ s. d. 

766 10 7 

245 3 5 

531 11 1 

167 18 6 

74 17 6 

34 19 2 



63 17 6 

77 9 7 

241 9 2 

15 2 9 

8 8 4 



£ 8. d. 

6 7 
4 18 



2 4 3 
2 15 6 



Works in progress. 



Works under Professional Officers : — 

School-buildings 

Additions 

Besidences , 

Additions to residences 

Weather-sheds 

Bepairs, &c 

Works under Inspector^ supervision : — 

School-buildings 

Additions 

Besidences , 

Weather-sheds 

Bepairs, &c 



Number. 



21 

19 

2 

14 



121 



37 

6 
3 

1 

87 



Places 
provided. 



Estimated cost, 

not including cost 

of sites. 



Average cost 
per building. 



4,279 
1,520 



1,456 
145 



£ 8. d. 

23,630 1 2 

8,339 13 6 

1,075 2 6 

2,840 3 2 



8,501 18 



3,706 1 

438 19 6 

1,131 16 

21 16 

1,863 4 3 



£ s. d. 

1,126 3 10 

438 18 7 

537 11 3 

202 17 4 

70 6 3 



100 8 3 

73 8 3 

377 5 4 

21 15 

21 8 9 



Oost per 
place. 



£ 8. d. 

5 10 6 
5 9 9 



2 10 11 

3 6 



6 
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The amoiuit expended on PaMic School sites, buildings, fomi- 
ixare, repam^ rents, and rates dnring the last fire years is shown below^. 
The total expenditure on these items since 1880 is £2,905,689. 



1895 
1806 
1897 
1898 
1809 



10M97 

56,752 

84,909 

105,054 

£90,926 



School Attendance. — ^The retnms for the year show an 
improvement as r^ards enrohnent^ the gross enrolment at Primary 
schools being 265,037 papik, as compared with 258,592 in 1898, an 
increase of 6,445. Deducting 12 per cant, on account of multiple 
enit>lments, the number of individual pupils under instruction was 
233,283, an increase over the preceding year of 5,672. 

The gross aggregate enrohnent and the aggregate enrolment of 
distinct nunils for the last five vears annear below : — 



Tean. 


6nM0 AggregBte 
Eorolmait. 


Corrected Afpgi^mte 
1 Enrolmeiit of 
1 Bistmct PapOa. 

1 
1 


TncreMe. 


GrosB Enrolment. Corrected Enrolment 


1895 


245,904 


216,996 


11,512 


10,131 


1896 


251,821 


221,603 


6,917 


6,207 


1897 


256,996 


226,157 


6,175 


4,554 


1898 


258^92 


227^61 


1,596 


1,404 


1899 


265,037 


283,233 


6,445 


5,672 



In addition to the 233,233 pupils enrolled in schools under the 
Public Instruction Act, there were 1,536 in attendance at other State- 
aided Schools, namely : — 

The Sydney Ghramiyiar School ... 

The Industrial Schools 

The School for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind 
The Beformatory Schools 



••*• 



Total 



•«• 



590 
667 
117 
162 



1,536 
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Estimating the mean population of the Colony for 1899 at 
1,345,245, the population between 6 and 14 years of age was 253,2121 
Of this number, 201,014, or 79-4 per cent., attended State Schools, 
and 52,198, or 20*6 per cent., received instruction in Private Schools 
or at home, or else remained untaught. From the latest returns 
of Private Schools' attendance it is estimated that the total enrol- 
raent was 60,169. As of this enrolment 45,294 pupils were between 
the ages of 6 and 14, it will be seen that, of the total statutory 
school population of 253,212, 246,308, or 97*3 per cent., were enrolled 
at State and Private Schools, while 6,904, or 2*7 per cent., were 
taught at home, had left school after satisfying the standards of the 
Act, or remained untaught. In addition to pupils of the statutory 
school age, 18,736 under 6 years of age, and 29,883 over 14 years,, 
were also enrolled for school attendance — 33,754 at State Schools,, 
and 14,865 at Private Schools. Thus, of 366,232 children in the 
Colony between the ages of 4 and 15 years, 234,768 attended State 
Schools, and 60,159 attended Private Schools ; while the remainder, 
61,305, received instruction at home, had completed their education, 
or were untaught. 

The average quarterly enrolment was 208,632, and the average 
attendance 149,349. In the first half of the year 151,603 pupils, and 
in the second half 161,746 pupils, attended the ordinary day-schools 70' 
days or more. The percentage of the quarterly enrolment attending 
the compulsory number of days was, in the first half-year, 72*7 per- 
cent., and in the second, 77*4 per cent. 

The percentages of the net yearly enrolment attending 70 days^ 
or more in each half-year, since 1894, are as follow : — 



Year. 


70 days or more in 
first half-year. 


Todays or more in 
second half-year. 


1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 


671 

671 
64-7 

61-0 

65- 


720 

72-4 
726 

64-7 

69-3 



8 
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The enrolment and average attendance are shown in the 
following tahles : — 

{a) Quarterly Enrolment and Average Attendance for 1898 and 1899. 





'WnvnVkAi. 


ii_j 


Average Attendance. 


Qnarien. 


^nmoer vuruueu. 


Number. 


Percentages. 




1898. 


1899. 


1898. 


1899. 


1898. 


1899. 


March quarter 


203,362 


206,909 


143,256-2 


151,717-6 


70-4 


73-3 


June quarter 


205,881 


209,841 


143,380-2 


149,3281 


696 


711 


September quarter ... 


204,350 


211,264 


140,436-5 


147,840-4 


68-7 


699 


December quarter ... 


202,048 


206,516 


139,8201 


148,873-3 


692 


72-1 


Tear's average... 


203,910 


208,632 


141,723-2 


149,439-8 


695 


716 



(ft) Enrolment and Average Attendam^e for the last five years. 





Year's 
Enrolment. 


Quarterly 
Enrolment. 


Average Attendance. 


Years. 


Number. 


Percentage of 

Year's 
Enrolment. 


Percentage of 

Quarterly 

Enrolment. 


1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 


216,396 
221,603 
226,157 
227,561 
233,233 


192,075 
197,025 
201,947 
203,910 
208,632 


139,978 
142,192 
148,381 
141,723 

149,439 

* 


64-68 
64-: 6 
65-60 
62-27 
64-07 


72-87 
7217 
73-47 
69-50 
71-62 



The main facts relative to school attendance may be summed 
up thus : — 246,308, or 97*3 per cent, of the statutory population, were 
enrolled for school attendance ; 201,014, or 79'4 per cent., at State 
Schools ; and 45,294, or 17'9 per cent., at Private Schools. Of the 
school population between 4 and 15 years — 294,927, or 82*8 per cent., 
were at school; 234,768, or 65*9 per cent., at State Schools; and 
60,159, or 16-9 per cent., at Private Schools. 233,233 children 
attended schools under the Public Instruction Act; 200,317 being 
of the statutory school age, and 32,916 either above or below it. 
The mean quarterly enrolment was 208,632, or 89*4 per cent, of the 
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year's enrolment; and the average attendance was 149,439, or 7l"6 of 
the quarterly enrolment. Of the net yearly enrolment, 65 per cent, 
attended school 70 days or more in the first half-year, and 69*3 per 
cent, in the second half-year. The percentage of the population enrolled 
quarterly and the corresponding percentage in average attendance 
in 1899 were respectively 16*5 and 11*1, as compared with 15'3 and 
10-6 in 1898. 

Compulsory clauses of the Act. — 62,908 children between the 
ages of 6 and 14 years failed to complete the minimum attendance of 
70 days during the first half of the year ; but in 417 cases only was 
the law set in motion. The parents of 3,422 were cautioned, while 
in the remaining cases satisfactory explanations were furnished, or the 
circumstances were not such as to render any action necessary. In a 
large number of instances, pupils had obtained certificates by 
examination, and were thus legally exempt. 

Eor the second half-year, the number between the compulsory 
ages who did not attend 70 days was 54,042. In 615 cases legal action 
was taken, and cautions were sent to parents in 3,223 cases. 

Special Religious Instruction. — The provisions of clause 17 of 
the Public Instruction Act, under which not more than one hour a 
day may be set apart for the special religious instruction of pupils by 
clergymen or other authorised religious teachers, were largely taken 
advantage of during the year. The Visitors' Books of the schools 
show that 19,515 visits were made for this purpose by the representa- 
tives of the several denominations : — 

Churcli of England ... 13,315 

Roman Catholic ... 302 

Presbyterian 2,421 

Wesleyan... ... ... ... ... ... 1,916 

v^tUeAO ... ... ... .•• ... *•. X.yX § L 

School Fees. 

Considerable improvement was shown as regards the payment 
of school fees. Debts to the amount of £1,509 9s. 8d. were cancelled, 
and free education authorised in the case of 34,476 pupils. In 352 
cases only was recourse had to legal process for the recovery of arrears 
of fees. The amount of fees collected and paid into the Consolidated 
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Revenue was — ^far Primary Schools, £75,263 Is., and for High Schools, 
£3,095 ]8. 6d., making a total of £78,358 2s. 6d. These figures show 
an increase in the amoimt paid in Primary Schools, as compared with 
the payments of 1898, of £4,632 lis. 2d., and as regards High Schools 
of £632 68. The prosecutions were fewer hy more than 100, and the 
amount of dehts cancelled less by £1,031. 



Inspection. 

No chianges took place in the personnel of the inspectorial staff. 
As in 1898, the staff comprised 36 officers — Chief Inspector, Deputy 
Chief Inspector, 9 District Inspectors, and 25 Inspectors. 

The amount of inspection accomplished in each district, and the 
manner in which the schools were apportioned, are shown in the table 
appended : — 



Pifttrict. 


No. of 

Inspectors. 

1 


No. of 
Schools. 


No. of 

Schook 

inspected. 


No. of 

Schools not 

inspected. 


No. of 

Pupils 

examined. 


Armidale ... 


4 


86Ji 


359 


5 


13,084 


Bathurst 


3 


273 


270 


3 


10,878 


Bowral 


8 


259 


257 


2 


10,966 


Goulbum 


4 


408 


399 


9 


10,881 


Grafton 


3 


335 


328 


7 


12,479 


Maitlaod 


8 


258 


254 


4 


18,332 


Metropolitan 


*5 


217 


216 


1 


51,271 


Snb-metropolitan ... 


2 


165 


164 


1 


12,288 


WaggaWagga 


4 


357 


357 


• • ■ 


14,728 


Wellington 


3 


269 


267 


2 


9,214 


Totals 


84 


2,905 


2,871 


34 


164,006 



* Including Mr. Inspector WaUer. 

The inspected and uninspected schools were :- 





PubUc. 


Provisional. 


Half-time. 


House-to-house. 


Erening. 


Total. 


Inspected 
Uninspected 


2,021 
5 


355 
3 


436 
20 


31 
3 


28 
3 


2,871 
34 


Totals 


2,026 


358 


456 


Bit 


31 


2,905 
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Cour^ of Secular Instruction. — The table given below shows the 
results obtained by examination, as compared with those for 1898 : — 







Estimated Proficiency. 




« 

Subjects. 


Total 

number 

Bzamioed. 


Knmber 
Passed. 


Peraentage 

up to or 

aboye 

Standard. 


Percentage 

up to or 
aboye Stand- 
aid in 1898. 


Percentage of 

Increase or 

Decrease. 


Seading — 

Alphabet... ..• ••• 
Monosyllables ... 

Easy Nairatire 

Ordinary Prose 


9,353 
35,997 
50,499 
68,157 


6,801 
29,742 
48,064 
60,724 


72 
82 
85 
88 


72 

80 

85 
88 




2 increase 






Totals 

Writing — 
On Slates 


164,006 


140,381 


85 


84 


1 increase 


60,698 
102,345 


51,572 
87,981 


84 
85 


84 
85 




In Copy-books and on 
Paper. 
Totals 






163,043 

• 


139,558 


85 


85 








Dictation 

Arithmetic — 

Simple Bules 

Compound Bules 

Higher Bales 


131,919 


109,106 


82 


80 


2 increase 


94,727 
40,349 
26,027 


74,520 
29,478 

18,681 


78 
73 
71 


77 
71 
71 


1 increase 

2 ,. 




Totals 

G-rammar — 

Elementary 

Advanced 


161,103 


122,682 


76 


74 


2 increase 


84,419 
33,049 


26,225 
24,851 


76 
73 


75 
72 


1 increase 

1 .. 


Totals 

Gteogpaphy — 

Elementary 

Advanced ... ... 


67,468 


50,576 


74 


73 


1 increaw 


31,989 
35,393 


24,697 
27,812 


77 
78 


76 
76 


1 increase 

2 „ 


Totals 
History — 

English ... 
Australian 


67,382 


52,509 


77 


76 


1 increase 


66,859 

15,048 

157,282 

152,349 

156,851 

149,784 

2,490 

8,574 

2,215 

5,144 

2,138 

41 

57,938 

154,486 

8,903 


49,665 

10,949 

121,577 

122,840 

132,600 

121,626 

1,885 

6,541 

1,088 

4,256 

1,604 

31 

52,586 

181,226 

7,186 


74 
72 

77 
80 
84 
81 
75 
76 
76 
82 
75 
75 
90 
84 
80 


71 
72 
76 
79 
82 
81 
70 
74 
76 
69 
73 
76 
90 
79 
78 


3 increase 


Scripture and Moral Lessons . . . 

Object Lessons 

Drawing 

Music 


1 increase 
1 „ 

2 n 


French. 
Euclid «,• 
Algebra 

Mensuration 

Jjatin ••• .., ... ... 

Trigonometry... 
I^eedlework ... 


5 increase 
2 „ 


13 increase 

2 „ 

1 decrease 


•■Tlil ••• ••• ••• ••« 

Natural Science 


5 increase 
2 ,. 
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The f oUowing table smnmarises the pn^ress in efficiency made 
in die different classes of schools during the past fire years : — 

Ptmiitigf vp to or wham the Standard. 















1 

1 

■ 

• 


1805. 


ISM. 


1897. 


1896. 


1899. 


Publie 


m 


97 


98 


98 


98 


FroTisioiuI 


82 


86 


92 


84 


85 


Half'time 


89 


89 


91 


90 


91 


Hooae-tO'hoiiae 


91 


95 


77 


77 


74 


Eremng Scbools 


93 


9:) 


95 


100 


96 


All Sdiools 


94 


95 


96 


95 


95 



High Schools. 

The number of High Schools open in 1899 was 4, being one 
fewer than in the previous year. Owing to lack of support on the 
part of the public, the enrolment of pupils at the Bathurst High School 
for Girls fell so low that it was deemed expedient not to reopen the 
school after the end of 1898. 

The total enrolment at those in operation was 606, and the 
average daily attendance 436, as against 527 and 376 respectively 
for 1898. The attendance at each school is shown below : — 



SchooL 


Total 
enrolment. 


Ayerage quarterly 
enrolment. 


Ayerage dailj 
attendance. 


Sydney (Boys) 

„ (Girls) 
Maitland (Boys) 

„ (Girls) 


••• ..• 
• •• • • • 

••• • • • 

••• •• • 

••• •• • 

••• ••• 


213 

219 

113 

61 


164 

169 

93 

47 


152-4 

151-6 

893 

42-7 


Totals /.. 


606 


473 


4360 


Totals for 1898 


627 


420 


376-3 



473 pupils, or 91 per cent, of the average quarterly enrolment, 
were present at the annual examination, the percentage of results 
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averaging nearly 80 per cent. At the University Examinations these 
schools took a good position, as will be seen from the table following : — 



School. 


No. of PasMf, 

Junior 
Examination. 


No. of Passes, 

Senior 
Examination. 


No. of Passes, 
Matriculation 
Examination. 


Sydney (Boys) 
„ (Girls) 
Maitland (Boys) 
„ (Girls) 


•• • ••• 

••• ••• 

• •• •• • 

••• ••• 

• • • •• • 


23 
22 
17 
10 


5 

4 
2 



21 

10 

8 

5 


Totals 


72 


11 


44 



Of those who qualified for matriculation, 27 did so at the Junior 
and 7 at the Senior Examinations. 

The total expenditure on High Schools was £5,778 17s. 7d., 
being £421 lis. 6d. less than in 1898 ; and the amount of fees received 
£3,095 Is. 6d., an increase of £632 6s. Od- The actual cost to the 
State was £2,683 16s. Id., or at the rate of £4 8s. 7d. per head of the 
total enrolment, as against £7 Is. lOd. in 1898. 



State Scholarships and Bursahies. 

At the examinations held under the Scholarship and Bursary 
scheme, 105 candidates were successful. Of these, 25 boys and 25 
girls obtained Scholarships for High Schools and Superior Schools ; 20 
boys and 20 girls. Bursaries for High and Superior Schools ; 5 boys. 
Bursaries for the Sydney Grammar School ; and 6 boys and 4 girls. 
University Bursaries. 

Of the 50 successful competitors for Scholarships, 17 boys and 
15 girls have since attended the Sydney High Schools, 7 boys and 9 
girls the Maitland High Schools, 1 boy the Gunnedah Superior Public 
School, and 1 girl the Wallsend Superior Public School. Of the 4 5 
who succeeded in gaining State School Bursaries, 9 boys and 11 girls 
attend the Sydney High Schools, 8 boys and 5 girls the Maitland 
High Schools, 5 boys the Sydney Grammar School, 1 boy and 4 girls 
the Port-street Model Public School, and 2 boys the Leichhardt 
Superior Public School. 
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Of the 10 University Bursaries awajrded, 6 were obtained by 
pupils of the Eort-street Model Public School (5 boys and 1 girl), 3 by 
pupils of the Girls' High School, Sydney, and 1 by a. pu{^ of the 
Sydney Grammar SchooL The last-mentioned previously held a State 
School Bursary. 

Of 26 State Bursars attending University Lectures during 1899, 
8 had formerly been State School Bursars or Scholars. 

The total number of candidates examined for admission to 
the High Schools was 619; of these 616, or 993 per cent., were 
successful. 

SuPEAiOB Schools. 

One school — Chatswood — ^was promoted to the rank of Superior 
School. At the end of the year Superior Schools numbered 102, com- 
prising 253 departments. The enrolment and average attendance of 
j^upils for December quarter were 74,162 and 65,438 respectively. 

Evening Public Schools. 

Eleven applications for the establishment of Evening Schools 
were received ; 10 were granted, and 1 had not been finally dealt with 
at the close of the year. The total number of schools in operation was 
31, but 5 collapsed before the end of the year. On 31st December 
there were 26 schools in existence, having an enrolment of 841, with 
an average attendance of 446. 

Twenty-eight of these Evening Schools were inspected, and, in 
27, the results proved to be up to or in excess of standard requirements. 

Technical Education in Public Schools. 

Drawing. — 156,851 pupils were examined in this subject, of 
whom 132,600, or 84 per cent., satisfied the standard. In 205 depart- 
ments in the Metropolitan and Sub-metropolitan districts visited by 
the Superintendent of Drawing, 46,859 pupils were present at examina- 
tion. 91 per cent, of these were found to reach the standard — an 
improvement of 1 per cent, upon the results of 1898. Detailed infor- 
mation upon this subject will be found in Appendix XIIL 

Manual Training. — Ten workshops were in existence in 1699, 
which afforded instruction to the pupils of 29 schools. The total 
enrolment of these classes, including students in training, was 913. 
Of these 527 presented themselves for examination, and 484 passed. 
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Cookery. — ^The number of schools in operation in 1899 was 
11^ with an enrohnent of 864 pupils. Of this number 771 presented 
themselves for examination, of whom 750, or 97 per cent., were 
successful. 

Needlework. — 57,938 female pupils were examined in needle- 
work, of whom 52,686, or 90 per cent., passed the standard. In the 
Metropolitan and Sub-Metropolitan districts, 87 schools, representing 
15,453 children, were examined by the Directress, who reports that 
the instruction given continues to be thorough and effective. [See 
Appendix XV.] 

Public School Savings Banks. 

630 Banks were in existence at the beginning of the year ; 7 new 
ones were established and 4 closed, leaving 633 in operation on 31st 
December. The credit balance brought forward from 1898 was £8,103 
13s. 8d., which by the end of tlie year amounted to £9,112 13s. 4d., 
showing an increase of £1,008 19s. 8d. 

The deposits and withdrawals during the year, amounting to 
£16,664 8s. 6d. and £15,655 8s. lOd. respectively, also show a large 
increase on the previous year s transactions, the former of £2,084 
13s. Id., and the latter of £1,775 7s. The amount withdrawn for 
deposit to the credit of pupils in the Government Savings Bank was 
£4,506 4s. lOd., as compared with £4,101 17s. in 1898. 

Since the establishment of these Banks in 1887 the deposits, 
have totalled £155,783 3s. 4d., and the withdrawals £146,670 10s. 
Of this latter sum, £42,559 17s. Id. was withdrawn for the purpose of 
being placed to the credit of children's own accounts in the Govem- 
meat Savings Bank. 

Teachers. 

4,884 teachers of all classes were actually employed on 31st 
December, 1899, being 125 more than at the end of the previous year. 
3,106 were classified teachers, 596 unclassified but certificated for 
small schools, 47 were Training-school students, 1,052 pupil-teachers, 
60 work-mistresses, and 23 High School teachers. Of the whole 
number, 53*4 are males and 46*6 females ; and of the teachers in charge 
of schools, 7S'4 per cent, are males and 21*6 females. As regards 
assistants, the percentages are 27*7 males and 72*3 females. 
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Of the total number of classified teachers, 7*3 per cent, are in 
Class I, 35*9 per cent, in Class II, and 56*8 per cent, in Class III. Only 
16 per cent, of our teachers are unclassified, and the majority of these 
had, before appointment, served four years at least as pupil-teachers. 

The teachers whose connection with the Department ceased 
during the year numbered 185. Of these, 137 resigned, 21 retired 
under the Public Service Act, 10 were transferred to other Depart- 
ments of the Service, and 17 died. 

During 1899, 871 applicants for appointment to the office of 
pupil-teacher were submitted to competitive examination, of whom 139 
were accepted. Of those awaiting employment, 181 were appointed 
to schools. 

Fort-street Training School. — The number of students in 
training was 23 ; 15 held full scholarships, and 8 half-scholarships. 

Instruction was given during the year in professional subjects, 
in the principles and practice of teaching and class management, and", 
in manual training. Specimen, test, and criticism lessons were given- 
every week. The examination with a view to the classification of the 
students was held in December and resulted as follows : — 



11 A. 


II B. 


III A. 


Total. 


7 


10 


6 


23 



The results of the examination in manual training were : — 

First Grade. Second Gra^e. Total. 

13 10 2.3 

At an examination held under the auspices of the St. John's 
Ambulance Association, all the students qualified for the *' first aid " 
certificate. The students, moreover, received instruction in drill every 
week, and, once a month, target practice was carried out at Rand wick, 

Hurlstone Training School for Female Students. — Twenty-four 
students were in residence, of whom 11 held full scholarships, and 13 
special scholarships. 

In addition to instruction in the usual professional subjects,, 
each student had four weeks actual teaching and practical training 
in the Practising School, besides being required to give criticism 
lessons in various subjects, and to conduct drill, music, and drawing 
lessons before the respective tutors. All the students attended a course 
of practical cookery, and examinations were held in drill and cookery. 
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The results of the examination for classification, held at the end 
of the year, are given helow : — 



II A, 


II B. 


III A. 


Total. 


6 


14 


4 


24 



Teachers^ ExatniMalions. — ^The total number of examinees of all 
-classes during 1899 was 2,968. The percentage of passes of teachers 
was 54*5 and of pupil- teachers 93*6. The total number of pupil- 
teachers reported on was 932, as against 778 in 1898. The male and 
female examinees who obtained the highest number of marks at the 
first-class pupil-teachers' examination for admission to training were 
Mr. Percival II. Cole, of Glebe Superior Public School, with 916 per 
cent, of marks, and Miss Katie Dunne, of the Superior Public School 
at Parramatta South, with 81'8 per cent. Each of them will be 
presented with the Jones Memorial Medal. 

In the following table the results of the several examinations 
are given in detail : — 



Penims examined. 




Besulta. 




Passed. 


Failed. 


Total. 


'Teachers and ABsistant Teachers 


• • • • • • 


180 


150 


330 


For Class I 


20 passed 








TT A 


10 „ 








91 XJL X3 ••« ••• ••• 


30 „ 








TTT A 


81 „ 








TTT T^ 

yy JLLJ. AJ ... ... ••• 


20 „ 








)) J.J.i \J ,,. ... ,,, 


13 „ 








Examined in Drawing only, in Music only, or in both . . . 


117 


44 


161 


Ketired from examination 


• • ■ • • • 






8 


^Examinations of Students in Training Schools 


« • • • • « 






47 


(a) Males — Eecommended for II A, provisionally 7 








11 B ... 


10 








Ill A ... 


6 








(}) Pemales — ^Eecommended for II A 


6 








)) II B 


14 








III A ... 


4 








Pupil-teachers 


• • • • • • 


873 


59 


932 


Por Class III 


279 passed 








yj XX «•« »•« ••• ••• 


296 „ 








yj X ••• ••• ••* ••• 


182 „ 








Passed final Pupil-teacher examination 


116 „ 








Applicants for office of Pupil- teacher 


... *• . 


139 


732 


*871 


High School Candidates 


... ... 


615 


4 


C19 



This examination is now competitive. 
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Teachers' Mutual Assurance Association. — During the year 2 
members of the Association died. For the last ten years the death- 
rate has been 3*9 per annum. There is no legacy duty, nor hare 
nominees of deceased members to wait for probate of will, as payment 
is made immediately on proof of death. Teachers of all grades are 
eligible for membership. 



Local Supervision. 

One sub-district was formed during the year, and a Public 
School Board appointed thereto. The number of persons thus 
appointed was 6» In addition, 47 members were added to Boards 
already in existence. The total number of Boards in operation was 
301. On 58 of these, ladies to the number of 115 held seats. The 
resignations of 20 members were accepted, and 26 were reported as 
deceased, or having left the locality. The visitors' books of the schools 
record 612 visits paid by members of Public School Boards. 



SCIENTIPIC AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION. 

A comparative statement of the total enrolment of students at 
the colleges and branch schools for the years 1898 and 1899 is given 
below : — 

1898. 1899. 



Sydney Technical College 


4,052 


4,837 


Suburban classes 


686 


643 


Country classes 


2,336 


2,654 


Classes connected with Public Schools 


1,444> 


2,122 



8,518 10,256 



Deducting from this enrolment all cases where students were 
members of more than one class, the number of individuals attending 
the classes was 7,647, as against 6,291 for last year — an increase of 
1,356. The average weekly attendance was 6,631, giving an increase 
over 1898 of 963. 
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The total number of classes in operation was distributed as 
shown below : — 





Under ralaried 
Teachers. 


Teachers paid 
fees only. 


Total. 


Sydney Technical College 

Suburban classes 

Classes in country towns 

Classes from Public Schools 


68 

16 

111 

22 


6 

8 

11 

16 


74 

24 

122 

38 




217 


41 


258 



The students examined at the end of the year numbered 3,833, 
of whom 2,886, or 753 per cent., were successful ; in 1898 there were 
2,956 examined, 2,246 of whom, or 76 per cent., passed. At the 
technological examinations of " The City and Guild of London 
Institute," held in May last, 25 students of the Technical Colleges 
were examined, of whom 21 passed. 

The teaching staff comprises 109 persons, viz., 12 lecturers in 
charge of departments, 7 resident masters in charge of branch schools, 
53 teachers, 15 assistant teachers, and 22 teachers of classes who are 
remunerated by pupils' fees only. Several changes in the staff took 
place during the year. 

In February last, a new technical school was opened at Albury, 
with Mr. W. Powrie as resident master. A site for a branch college 
has been purchased at Goulburn, and plans are being prepared for a 
suitable building. 

Science lecture courses in Physics, Geology, and Chemistry were 
given during the year by the resident masters to the elder pupils of 
the Public Schools at Bathurst, Goulburn, and Newcastle. The 
attendance at these lectures is reported to have been large, and 
the results of the examinations were gratifying. 

Shorthand classes also were established at the Public Schools 
at Burwood, Croydon, Darlinghurst, Petersham, Newtown, Rockdale, 
Stanmore, Summer Hill, Waverley, and WooUahra, and at the Sydney 
High School for Girls. The total enrolment for these classes was 468, 
and the interest of the pupils was well sustained. 
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Detailed information of an interesting character, relating to 
technical education, will be found in the Superintendent's report. 
[Appendix XIX.] 

The Technological Museum and branches were visited by 
246,572 persons, an increase of 7,780 over the visitors of the previous 
year. The subjoined table gives the attendance at each. 







1898. 


1899. 


• 

Technological Museum, Sydney 


106,179 


114,503 


Branch Museum, Newcastle 




45,942 


42,294 


„ Goulbum 




22,497 


24,526 


„ Balhurst 




32,597 


33,302 


„ West Maitland ... 




23,263 


23,802 


„ Albury 




8,314 


8,145 




238,792 


240,572 



The total expenditure on technical education during 1899, 
including £3,822 lis. spent on the Technological Museums, amounted 
to £29,129 3s. 2d. Of this sum £23,040 Is. lOd. was a Parlia- 
mentary grant, £1,166 12s. 6d. represented payments by the Treasury 
from the Loan Vote for the erection of buildings, &c., and £66 15s. 8d. 
London payments by the Treasury; while the balance, £4,855 13s. 2d., 
shows the amount paid by students as fees to teachers, and for 
chemicals, &c., in connection with the Chemistry Class at the Sydney 
College. 



Public School Cadet Force. 

Por the last quarter of 1899 the total enrolment of the Cadet 
Porce was 3,452. The number of corps was 103. The amount ex- 
pended for cadet purposes was £3,415 lis. lid., as against £3, 706 3s. lOd. 
in 1898. 



Details of the year's work appear in Appendix XVIIL 
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PlNANCB. 

The sum available for expenditure under the Public Instruction 

Act was £751,818 19s. 6d., made up as follows : — 

£ 8. d. 

Balance from 1898 18,912 8 1 

Do of Petty Cash in hand 2 4 5 

Amount received from Treasury on account of Vote 

for 1898-9 319,000 

Do do Item 174 332 16 8 

Do do Item 281 38 3 8 
Amount received from Treasury on account of Vote 

for 1899-1900 337,000 

Amount received from Loan Vote, 1897 — Public 

School buildings and sites 26,000 

Amount received from Public School Buildings 

Account ... ... ... ... ... ... 60,000 

Amount of Minister's salary 1,370 

Payment from Treasurer's Advance Account ... 138 6 8 

£751,818 19 6 

The total outlay was £737,080 7s. lOd., namely, £90,926 8s. 8d. 
on school premises, £597,957 7s. 4d. on maintenance of schools, and 
£48,196 lis. lOd. on administration, &c., leaving a balance at the end 
of the year of £14,738 lis. 8d. 

General Statement of Expenditure for 1899. 
L On School Premises : — £ s. d. 

Por sites, new buildings, additions, repairs, &c., including High 

Schools, £316 10s. 6d 90,926 8 8 

II. On Maintenance of Schools, &c. : — 

£ B. d. 

1. Teachers' salaries and allowances in Primary 

Schools 657,255 9 3 

Other maintenance expenses in such Bchools ... 31,598 2 8 

2. High School salaries and maintenance expenses 5,462 7 2 
State Scholarships and Bursaries ... ... 3,641 8 3 

8. Administration, including Training Schools and 

enforcement of school attendance ... ... 48,196 11 10 

646,153 19 2 



£737,080 7 10 



The amount of school fees collected and paid into the Con- 
solidated Revenue was £78,358 28. 6d., namely, £75,263 Is. from 
Primary Schools, and £3,096 Is. 6d. from High Schools. Deducting 
this sum from the total expenditure, there will remain £658,722 5s. 4id. 
as the net school expenditure derived from State funds. 
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The average cost to the State of a child's education, calculated 

(a) upon the net school expenditure, and (6) upon the expenditure, 

exclusive of the cost of, school premises, is shown in the succeeding 

tahles : — 

(a) Net School Expenditure. 



Cost per child upon the — 

Qross enrolment of pupils 

Tear*8 enrolment of distinct pupils 

Mean quarterly enrolment 

Average attendance 



1805. 


1800. 


1807. 


1806. 


£ e. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ B. d. 


£ B. d. 


2 11 U 


2 5 9i 


2 8 If 


2 10 9^ 


2 18 1 


2 12 0\ 


2 14 81 


2 17 8i 


8 5 5i 


2 18 6 


8 1 8i 


8 4 6 


4 9 9^ 


4 1 Oi 


4 3 4i 


4 12 8i 



1800. 



£ B. d. 

2 9 8i 

2 16 5} 

8 8 If 

4 8 If 



(Jb) Ea^enditurei exclusive of cost of school premises. 



Cost per child, calculated upon the^ 

Q-ross enrolment of pupils 

Year's enrolment of distinct children 

Mean quarterly enrolment 

Average attendance..... 



1805. 


1806. 


1807. 


1808. 


£ B. d. 


£ B. d. 


£ B. d. 


£ B. d. 


2 2 Ik 


2 1 di 


2 16^ 


2 2 8 


2 8 6i 


2 6 lOf 


2 7 2i 


2 8 51 


2 14 6f 


2 12 9 


2 12 ]0i 


2 14 li 


8 14 10^ 


8 13 1 


8 11 lU 


3 17 lOi 



1800. 



£ 
2 
2 



B. d. 
2 10 
8 8i 

2 14 5 

3 15 llf 



Information is furnished in the following summaries respecting 
educational establishments connected with this Department, but not 
carried on under the provisions of the Public Instruction Act : — 

The Sydney University. 
Five hundred and nineteen students, including 70 women, 
attended lectures during 1899. The total number qualified for Matric- 
ulation was 299, of whom 97 passed the ordinary Matriculation 
Examination, 111 the Junior Public Examination, 22 the Law 
Matriculation Examination, 53 the Senior Public Examination, and 
16 the Entrance Examination for Law, Medicine, and Science. The 
number actually admitted to Matriculation was 121. 

At the Senior Public Examinations, 123 candidates presented 
themselves, and 106 passed. At the Junior Examination, 762 were 
successful out of 1,091. 

The degrees conferred during the year were 92, viz. : — M.A., 
6; B.A.,46; LL.B., 7 ; M.B.,15; Ch.M.,12; B.Sc, 2; and B.E., 4. 

The University Staff consisted of 14 Professors and 3i 
Lecturers and Demonstrators, of whom 7 Professors and 3 Lecturers 
are paid out of the Challis Eund ; and 6 Teachers from the P. N. 
Bussell Eund. 
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The year's expenditure was £34,131 14s, 5d., of which sum 
£11,266 13s. 4d. was granted by the Gorermnent. £5,187 2s. 4d. was 
derived from private foundations for the payment of scholarships, 
bursaries, prizes, &c., for the Fisher Library, and for mauitenance of 
the P. N. Russell School of Engineering. The total income for the 
year was £34,466 14s. lOd. 

The Sydney Gbahmak School. 

The total enrolment of pupils for 1899 was 590, of whom 208 
were under and 382 over the statutory age of 14 years. 180 new 
pupils were admitted, 103 being under and 77 above 14 years of 
age. The mean quarterly enrolment was 608, and the average 
attendance 484. 

The income and expenditure for the year were as follows : — 



Income. 


£ s. 


d. 


Prom State grants 


... 1,500 





„ School fees ... 


... 8,562 10 





„ Special prizes, &e. . . . 


133 15 





„ Balance in hand, 1898 


365 3 


6 



£10,561 8 6 



Expenditure. 

By Expenditure 9,338 13 

„ Balance in hand, 18^ 1,222 15 6 



£10,561 8 6 



The cost per pupil in average attendance was £19 5s. 10^., 
being £1 17s. 7fd. less than in 1898. The expense to the Stat^ 
was £3 Is. lid. per head, as against £3 9s. 7:5d. in the previous year. 

The Obseevatoey. 

Astronomical Work. — Regular work with the transit circle was 
carried on during the year. 1,963 observations were made, together 
with the necessary computations. With the equatorial telescope, 1,348 
observations were made and computations completed. 125 photo- 
graphs of stars were taken, of which 53 were long exposures for the 
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chart of the heavens, and 72 were catalogue plates. During the year 
the star camera was removed to Red Hill, involving a loss of nearly 
four months in removal and erection in its new home. 

Meteorology. — ^Weather charts and forecasts were issued twice 
daily — at 1 p.m. and at 9 p.m. These are based on telegrams from 
New Zealand, New Caledonia, and all the Australian Colonies. Over 
600 are received daily, discussed, and combined into a midday and an 
evening chart. Monthly returns of rain and weather were received 
from 1,724 stations in New South Wales, which were combined into 
the annual rain report. 

The daily time-ball service at Sydney and Newcastle was satis- 
factorily maintained. 

During the year, the Government Astronomer prepared for 
publication the Rain Report for 1898, and many valuable pamphlets 
on scientific subjects. 

• Altogether 21,27 7 documents were transmitted to correspondents 
and to other Observatories. 

The Observatory was open to the public every Monday after- 
noon, a privilege of which 1,366 visitors took advantage. 

The staff numbered 13 persons, in addition to the Government 

Astronomer. The expenditure for 1899 was : — 

£ s. d. 

For salaries 3,614 

maintenance ... ... ... 867 



,, XXXUIXJ^VV/XX(AXXV/\> ... .•• •.• 



£4,481 

The Public Library. 

The total number of volumes in the Library at the end of 1899 
was 144,241. During the year new books to the number of 20,144 
were added, and 14,165 books sent out on loan to country libraries. 
183,760 persons visited the reading-rooms, as against 176,879 in the 
previous year ; 264,359 the newspaper-room, as compared with 162,170 
in 1896; and 106,159 visits were paid to the Lending Branch, an 
increase of 20,144 over the number in 1898. The total nimiber of visits, 
therefore, paid to the institution during the year was 554,278. 
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Thirty-seven persons were employed on the staff of the insti- 
tution. The expenditure for the year was : — 



On buildings, repairs, &c. (under 
Government Architect) 

On books, periodicals, newspapers 
binding 

On salaries ... 

On Library appliances 

On incidentals (insurance, lighting 
freight, type, &c.) 



• • • 



£ 8. d. 

764 

2,330 

6,176 

369 

610 

£9,239 



The Australian Museum. 

The number of visitors to the Museum was — On week-days, 

90,321; on Sundays, 31,298; total, 121,619. Twenty-six persons 

were employed on the staff of the institution. The Trustees report 

that the year's expenditure was as given below : — 

£ s. d. 
On salaries and allowances... ... 4,436 2 2 

On specimens (purchase, collection, 
and carriage) 



• • • 



On books and binding 

On catalogues 

On cases and fittings 

Expedition to Punaf uti coral reef — 

Publication of scientific results 

continued 
" Thetis" trawling expedition — 

Publication of scientific results 
Towards publication of "Nest and 

Egg" catalogue 
Miscellaneous 



206 7 
306 17 



390 
563 



7 
1 



9 

1 
9 
6 



133 
189 



2 8 



7 6 



• • • 



• • • 



250 17 6 
230 16 8 

£6,706 19 7 

National Art Gallery. 

During the year 243,998 visits to the Gallery were registered. 
The attendance on Sundays averaged 1,700; on week-days, 496. 
Fifteen additional students were admitted, making the total numher 
296. Six persons were permanently employed, with two extra 
assistants on Sundays and holidays. 
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The following is a statement of the year's expenditure : — 

£ s. d. 

For works of art purchased ... 1,905 
For maintenance (frames, freight, 

fittings, repairs, insurances, &c.) 978 

For salaries and wages ... ... 1,105 

£3,983 "O 

New South Wales Institution for the Deaf and Dumb 

AND the Blind. 

The number of inmates during the year was 117, as compared 

with 116 for 1898. Of these, 75 were under and 42 were over 14 years 

of age. The new admissions were 10, all of whom were under 14 

years. Five inmates were discharged — 3 under 14 years, and 2 over 

that age. 

The income of the institution was £5,655 6s. 2d., including 
legacies to the amount of £375, of which £350 was placed to the 
credit of the Perpetual Subscribers' Funds. The following statement 
shows the income was : — 

From State grants (two years) 
From other sources ... 



£ 


s. 


d. 


900 








4,755 


6 


2 


£5,655 


6 


2 


£ 


s. 


d. 


684 


7 


6 


2,211 


15 


1 


2,252 


7 


8 



The expenditure for the year was : — 
For erection of new laundry, &c. ... 
For maintenance 
For salaries and wages 

£5,148 10 3 
The number of teachers employed was 14, and the average cost 
per pupil £40 9s. lOd., as against £36 12s. 8d. in 1898. 

• 

Industrial School for Girls, Parramatta. 
The enrolment for the year was 165, of whom 52 were under 
and 113 above the age of 14 years. There were 55 new admissions — 
24 under and 31 over 14 years old. Sixty-two inmates were dis- 
charged during the year, as follows : — 

To Boarding-out Officer ... ... ... 4 

As apprentices ... ... ... ... ... 29 

On attaining age of 18 years ... ... ... 22 

By order of Governor-in-Council ... ... 7 
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The number remaining in tlie institution on 31st December was 
103. Compared with 189S, there was a decrease of 21 in the enrol- 
ment, and 6 in the new admissions. 

The expenditure for the year was : — 

£ 8. d. 

Por maintenance ... ... ... 1,364 811 

For salaries ... ... ... ... 1,212 9 4 



£2,676 18 3 

Calculated on the enrolment, the cost per inmate was £15 12s. 4d., 
as compared with £14 9s. Od. for the previous year. 

The Superintendent reports : — 

'* The material condition of the institution is fast approaching 
what may be termed perfection. The new kitchen range is proving 
all that could be desired, and the inmates are now served with properly 
cooked food, waste is obviated, and the safety of those engaged in 
cooking is ensured. By the building and fixing of the new range, the 
old kitchen is available for use as a cookery room, and 18 girls are now 
taught weekly the art of cookery by the teacher from the Technical 
Branch. Some of the girls become excellent cooks, and show great 
taste in their work. 

All of them are systematically trained in general housework — 
kitchen, scullery, laundry, and dairy work in turn, according to their 
capacity. They are also carefully instructed in flower culture, needle- 
work of all kinds, patching, darning, knitting and dressmaking; in fact, 
many girls who are admitted into the institution utterly devoid of the 
knowledge of the rudiments of domestic economy, are able when they 
leave it to make and mend their own clothing, and to prepare and cook 
a good meal. 

The work of the laundry class was very successful during the 
year, the girls being very carefully instructed in all the details of this 
industrial division. The articles of clothing dealt with in this branch 
numbered 190,000, and the value of the work done was estimated at 
£978 15s. Of the above articles, 26,000 were sent from the students 
of Hurlstone College. 
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Of the other industrial classes, the sewing division occupies a 
very prominent position. All the inmates' dresses, cloaks, jackets, 
aprons, and other wearing apparel are made and repaired by thiscUss. 
In addition, the memhers of this division are taught knitting, darning, 
and crochet work. All inmates are memhers in turn. 

For practical training in household duties, the girls are placed 
in the institution kitchen, and in the officers' quarters. 

All the cooking is done by the girls. 

Much interest is taken by all in flower-culture, and advantage 
is taken of this to beautify, as far as possible, the interior of the insti- 
tution. The flower gardens are kept in good order by the girls, under 
the matron's direction. In the schoolroom, good work has been done, 
and the teachers are most painstaking in the discharge of their duties. 

A carefully drawn programme of evening recreation is prepared 
for the winter months, consisting of readings, recitations, and vocal 
and instrumental music. In addition to these, a course of lectures on 
* plain talks ' was given on each Friday evening during the winter by 
the matron. The elder girls only were permitted to attend this course 
of lectures." 

Nautical School-ship "Sobraon." 

In this institution, 502 boys were enrolled, 284 of these being 
under and 218 over 14 years of age. The new admissions numbered 
200, of whom 134 were below and 66 above the age stated. The 
number discharged was 181, made up as follows : — 

For apprenticeship ... ... ... ... 98 

On attaining 18 years of age .., ... ... 7 

Transferred to Boai-ding-out Officer ... ... 8 

Discharged to mercantile marine sei-vice ... 7 

By order of the Governor-in- Council ... 54 

Illegally committed ... ... ... ... 4 

Transferred to Permanent Military Force ... 2 

■L/e<l>LU »•• ■•• ... ... ... ... JL 

181 
318 boys remained on the **Sobraon" at the end of the year. 
As compared with 1898, an increase of 27 is shown in the enrolment, 
of 8 in the discharges, and of 42 in the number of new admissions. 
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The total expenditure was £7,805 14s. 3d. viz. : — 

£ s. d. 
Por maintenance 6,206 13 6 

Por salaries 2,599 9 



£7,805 14 3 
Deducting parents' contributions 

to the Treasury 291 18 

Net cost to the State ... £7,513 16 3 
Calculated on the net expenditure, the cost to the State per head of 
the enrolment was £14 19s. 4d. as compared with £16 2s. Od. for 1898. 

Oabpenterian Eeformatory. 

At this institution the enrolment for the year was 139, 73 of the 
inmates being under and 66 over 14 years of age. The new admissions 
numbered 53, while 48 were discharged : 

By order of Governor-in-Council ... ... ... 32 

By expiry of time ... 14 

By transference to N.S.S. "Sobraon" ... ... 1 

„ Hospital for Insane, Newcastle... 1 

Of the 53 admissions, 31 were under and 22 above the age 
of 14. 91 boys remained in the institution at the expiration of the 
year, 39 being under and 52 over 14 years of age. 

The health of the inmates during the year has been, excellent, 
and their conduct very good. All the officers report that the boys 
under their charge are making good progress in the various trades. 

The Superintendent reports : — 

*^ The industrial work done during the year shows an increase 
as to amount and value over that of 1898. The boys now are able to 
make all their own clothing, and carry out any alterations and repairs 
that are from time to time necessary. The trades taught are — (1) 
carpentry, (2) painting and glazing, (3) tinsmithing, (4) tailoring, (5) 
bootmaking, and (6) jam-making. In addition to these, all boys are 
taught the first principles of orchard and garden work, and quite a 
number learn milking and general farm work. The carpenters make 
all the furniture required in the institution, and carry out all repairs 
to tbe buildings. Several articles of furniture were also made for the 
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Government Stores Department. In the tinsmith shop, the closet-pans 
for the metropolitan, suburban, and country schools are made, together 
with all kinds of tinware. The tailors produce all the clothing worn 
by the inmates, also the uniforms for the attendants. From the boot- 
shop comes all the boys' foot-wear, and it is intended that, in the near 
future, this shop will be able to repair boots for other Government 
institutions. 

" The jam-house turns out, on an average, about 1,500 lb. of 
jam weekly, which goes to supply the various Government institutions,'* 

Industrial work was carried out to the value of £1,423 13s. 

The net expenditure in connection with the reformatory was 
£2,269 14s. 5d. Calculated on the year's enrolment, the cost to the 
State per head was £16 6s. 7d. 

Shaftesbury Reformatory. 

At the commencement of 1899, there were 23 girls enrolled at this 
institution. During the year, 4 were admitted, and 8 discharged — 7 
owing to the expiry of the term of their sentences, and 1 by order of 
the Govemor-in Council. On 31st December, the number of inmates 
was 15, of whom 5 were under and 10 over the age of 14 years. 

The conduct and health of the girls during the year were both 
very good. The work of the institution, including washing, stoning, 
cooking, sewing, milking, gardening, &c., was satisfactorily performed 
by the inmates. All the girls attended school regularly. 

The year's expenditure was as under : — 

Salaries £236 

Maintenance 326 



£662 
The average cost per pupil enrolled was, therefore, £24 8s. 8d. 

JOHN PERRY, 

Minister of Public Instruction. 
Department of Public Instruction, 

Sydney, 20th April, 1900. 
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APPEN 

Afplicatioitb for the establishment of Public 



Ntmeof nace. 



Port Town. 



^1 



Number of Children residing in the loodify. 



Boys. 



Oirls. 



TotaL 



C.E. 



RC. 



Pres. 



Wea 



On 



Armoy (Backwater) 

Saulkliam Hills, North , 

Batar*B Greek 

Belmore 

Ben Venue 

Boolaroo 

Femleigh » 

Flemington 

Frederick 

GHebe 

Ghmnville, East , 

Grabben 

HallBYille 

Jericho 

Kenmore 

Kiama..... 

Mayleigh 

Merrjlands 

Merton 

ICount Adrab (Be-opening) 

Mnlburmga 

North Forbes 

Oakyille , 

Pennant Hills, North 

Plentjana « 

Beno 

Bosebill 

Bovan (Best's Springs) ..» 

Sand Hill ^.. 

South Singleton 

South Murwillumbah • 

Spring Terrace 

Sherwood Heights 

TilbaTilba 

Wattle Hill 



Narromine 

Baulkham Hills 

Kendall 

Canterbury 

Armidale , 

Cockle Creek , 

Femleigh 

P.T 

Lucknow 

Gleb 

Granville 

P.T 

Moorland 

STenmore.. 

Kiama 

Collarendabri 

Merrjlands and Prospect 
Corowa 

P.T 

Carrathool 

Forbes 

Mtdgravo • 

Pennant HillS} West 

Browne's Creek 

Beno 

Cootamundra 

WaggaWagga ..v 

Branxton 

Singleton 

North MurwiUumbah ... 

Spring Terrace 

Guildford ....••••».. 

TilbaTilba 

Sunny Corner 



mileif. 

H 

2f 

2i 
2 



11 

• • • 

2i 



3 
li 



25 



2\ 
8 



6 

3 

3 

2 
3 

8 



3 



20 


10 


30 


19 


10 


23 


10 


14 


24 


50 


45 


95 


39 


24 


63 


37 


42 


79 


13 


8 


21 


50 


39 


98 


42 


28 


70 


318 


258 


576 


62 


85 


147 


18 


16 


34 


10 


10 


20 


10 


12 


22 


12 


13 


25 


16 


22 


38 


13 


13 


26 


12 


29 


41 


22 


17 


39 


9 


14 


23 


19 


16 


35 


19 


17 


36 


13 


19 


82 


25 


32 


57 


13 


20 


S3 


30 


38 


68 


5 


16 


21 


16 


11 


21 


19 


6 


25 


42 


67 


99 


46 


45 


91 


22 


27 


49 


68 


64 


122 


14 


15 


29 


12 


11 


23 



12 

12 
10 
42 
18 
35 

6 

56 
67 

380 

95 

9 



13 

28 



21 
14 

17 

19 

27 

21 

27 
11 

30 
12 

18 

7 
80 
24 
14 
58 

24 

15 



7 


10 


1 


8 


• • • 


9 


5 


5 


. .. 


12 


5 


2 


22 


14 


9 


17 


4 


8 



16 

14 

5 

80 
7 
1 



10 
10 



13 13 



9 

7 

4 
2 



29 
9 

3 

10 
9 

60 
7 

16 



2 

4 



2 

18 



14 



9 

5 

6 

38 



12 



6 



29 
16 



6 
34 

15 



9 ' 14 

... I 8 

71 ' 34 
25 8 
4 

15 



8 
1 

• • • 

22 
5 



21 
12 

20 



2 
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DIX I. 



Schoola received during the year 1899. 



Number of Children promiwd to attend. 



toys. 


Girls. 


TotaL 


C.E. 


R.C. 


Ptrb. 


IV ea. 


OfB. 


20 


10 


30 


12 


7 


10 


1 


*•• 


19 


10 


29 


12 


8 


• • • 


9 


• •• 


10 


14 


24 


10 


5 


5 


• •• 


5 


60 


45 


95 


42 


12 


5 


2 


34 


39 


24 


63 


18 


22 


14 


9 


• # • 


37 


42 


79 

1 


35 


17 


4 


8 


15 


13 


8 


21 


6 


16 


• • • 


•*• 


■ • • 


59 


39 


98 


56 


14 


9 


14 


5 


42 


28 


70 


57 


5 


• • • 


8 


• • ■ 


118 


258 


576 


380 


80 


7X 


84 


21 


62 


85 


147 


95 


7 


25 


8 


12 


18 


16 


34 


9 


1 


• •• 


4 


20 


10 


10 


20 


• • • 


3 


• • • 


15 


2 


10 


12 


22 


• •• 


10 


• • • 


12 


• • • 


12 


13 


25 


13 


10 


2 


ft • • 


• •• 


16. 


22 


38 


28 


• • • 


4 


6 


• • • 


13 


13 


26 


13 


13 


• • • 


•. . 


• • f 


12 


29 


41 


21 


9 


2 


4 


5 


?2 


17 


39 


14 


7 


18 


• • « 


• • • 


9 


14 


23 


17 


4 


2 


• • • 


• «• 


19 


16 


85 


19 


2 


14 


• ■• 


• •• 


19 


17 


36 


27 


7 


• • « 


1 


1 


13 


19 


32 


21 


9 


2 


• • ■ 


••• 


?5 


32 


57 


27 


• • • 


1 


29 


• •• 


13 


?o 


33 


11 


6 


• • • 


16 


•«• 


30 


38 


68 


30 


29 


9 


• •• 


• • • 


.5 


16 


21 


12 


9 


••• 


»• • 


• ■• 


10 


11 


21 


18 


3 


• .. 


• • • 


■ • • 


19 


6 


26 


7 


10 


... 


8 


••• 


42 


57 


99 


80 


9 


9 


1 


• a • 


46 


45 


91 


24 


60 


5 


• •• 


2 


22 


27 


49 


14 


7 


6 


22 


• • • 


^ 


64 


122 


58 


16 


88 


5 


5 


u 


15 


29 


24 


3 


1 


1 


• • • 


12 


U 


23 


15 


3 


1 


4 


• • • 



Number of Parents or Ouardians 
undertaking to send Oiildjren. 



G.B. 



R.C. 



Pros. 



Wes. 



Ors. 



Total 



6 
1 

17 
5 

13 

1 
24 

21 

168 

40 

1 



4 
10 



8 
4 

5 

7 

10 

10 

10 
3 

18 

4 



2 
36 

14 

5 

20 

8 

6 



2 


4 


1 


• • ■ 


3 


• • • 


4 


» • • 


2 


1 


••• 


1 


4 


2 


4 


9 


5 


5 


5 


• • • 


6 


1 


2 


5 


4 


• • • 


• • • 


• ve 


7 


3 


6 


2 


4 


... 


5 


• • • 


32 


28 


11 


14 


4 


7 


2 


4 


1 


• • • 


2 


5 


2 


• • • 


• • • 


1 


2 


• • • 


4 


• •• 


2 


2 


• • • 


• •• 


• • • 


3 


2 


• • • 


4 


■ •• 


.. 4 


• • • 


3 


2 


1 


1 


3 


3 


• • ■ 


• •• 


• • • 


1 


• • • 


• •• 


1 


6 


• •■ 


a ■ • 


3 


• •• 


1 


1 


4 


1 


• •• 


... 


• • • 


1 


10 


... 


2 


• ■ e 


5 


••• 


12 
3 


2 


• • • 


••• 


• • • 


• • • 


• • . 


2 


• • • 


• • • 


• •• 


3 


• •• 


2 


... 


3 


3 


1 


a • . 


19 


2 


• •• 


1 


1 


2 


7 


• • • 


6 


13 


2 


3 


2 


1 


1 


• •• 


1 


1 


1 


• • a 



12 

13 
6 
36 
20 
27 

6 

42 
30 

253 
57 

8 

10 

6 

8 
15 

8 

15 
10 

6 

14 

16 

16 

21 
10 

27 
7 

9 

7 
43 
36 
15 
44 

12 

9 



Minister's Decision. 



Deelined. Provisional School 

granted, 29tli April. 
Declined, lOfh June. 
Declined, 7th. Septemher. 
Declined, 6th October." 
Grranted, 4th October. 
G-ranted. 16th February. 

Declined, 25th October. 
Declined, 3rd November. 
Declined, 20th April. 

Under consideration. 
Under consideration. 
Granted, 17th February. 

Declined, 14th December* 

Under consideration. 

Declined, 19th May. 
Declined, 24th June. 

Declined. Half-time school offered^ 
27th February. 

Declined, 5th July. 

Provisional School granted, 12tl^ 
December. 

Declined. Provisional School re- 
opened, 6th March. 

Declined. Provisional School- 

granted, 22nd December. 

Granted, 14th November. 

Granted, 9th August. 

Declined, 28th April. 
Declined, 16th December. 

Granted, 22nd March. 

Declined. Half-time School offered, 

23rd March. 
Declined, 2nd August. 

Declined, 3l8t October. 
Declined, 20th April. 
Declined, 16th August. 
Granted, 20th March. 
Under consideration. 

Central School established, 24th 

April. 
Declined, 7th September. 
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Seporf of the Minister of Public Instruction. 



APPEN 



Af PLiOATioKS for the establiBluneiit of Fron 



Name of Place. 


Post Town. 


Distanoeof 
Dearest School. 


Number of Children residing in the locality. 


Boys. Girls. 


Total. 


C.E. 


R.C. 


Pres. 


Wes. 


On. 


Arthnr S^^afc ......TT-r tf.ttt- 


Ashford 


miles. 

6 

41 

9 

6 
13 

6 

3 

9 
■•• 

2k 

5 

8J 

6 
Si 

4i 
4 
10 

5 

8i 
15 

•.. 

6 
18 

8 
15 

6 

7 

9 
12 from 

Tingha. 
6 

• •• 

• • • 

• • • 

4 
7 

• • • 

7 
4 

10 
5 

4 
5 

•*• 

6^ 
10 
3 
8 
6 
6 


8 

8 

9 

11 

12 

11 

15 

15 

8 

7 

4 

17 

13 

16 

8 

10 

7 
10 

10 

4 

9 
13 
10 

6 
10 

7 
10 
10 
16 
16 

14 
7 
9 
6 
8 
9 
7 

10 

16 
8 
5 
4 

10 
9 

9 
10 
18 

2 
16 

8 


9 
11 

7 
11 
13 

7 
12 

6 
11 
17 

8 
14 

10 
18 
11 

8 
6 
3 

13 

13 

7 

10 

10 

9 

8 

9 

13 

10 

9 

20 

9 

6 

9 

7 

11 

11 

10 

10 

8 

10 

6 

9 

11 

12 

15 

9 

8 

15 

11 

8 


17 
19 
16 
22 
25 
18 
27 
21 
19 
24 
12 
31 

23 
34 
19 

18 
13 
13 

23 

17 
16 
23 
20 
15 
18 
16 
23 
20 
25 
36 

23 
13 
18 
12 
19 
20 
17 
20 
24 
18 
11 
13 
21 
21 

24 
19 
26 
17 
27 
16 


5 

2 

9 

1 

23 

15 

10 

2 

2 

8 

8 

8 

2 
13 
19 

10 
4 
6 

19 

3 
11 
14 

• • • 

11 
5 
6 

23 

15 
5 

16 

13 

6 

15 

•*. 

17 
9 

13 
5 
1 
8 
7 

• • • 

9 
10 

24 
10 
16 
15 
3 
7 


4 

17 

■ • • 

19 
1 
3 

4 
16 
14 

6 

••■ 
11 

8 
15 

• • • 

• • ■ 

2 
4 

2 

3 

9 

8 
4 

• • • 

• • • 

6 

7 
14 

7 

• • • 

• • • 

2 
11 

1 
12 
23 
10 

4 

5 

• • • 

6 

• « • 

9 

■ • • 

• • • 

10 

• • • 


8 

• • • 

• • • 

• •• 

• ■ • 

8 

• ■ • 

8 

• • • 

4 
12 

13 

• • • 

• • a 

8 

7 
4 

1 

• •• 

6 

• •• 

12 

• « • 

13 
10 

■ • • 

• • « 

9 
2 

2 

■ • • 

3 

4 

• •• 

• • • 

3 
3 

... 

.*• 

••• 

8 

8 

• •• 

• • • 

• •• 

10 
2 

14 
9 


■ • • 

• • • 

7 
2 

1 

5 

• •• 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• •• 

• • • 

• • ■ 

• •• 

« • • 

• • • 

• •• 

1 
11 

• •• 

• •• 

■ • • 

• •• 

• • • 

• •• 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

1 
7 

• • • 

8 

• •• 

• • • 

• •• 

• • • 

• • • 

• • ■ 

• • • 

• • « 

• • • 

5 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

• •• 


••■ 

• •• 

• •fl 
»•• 

• •• 
••« 

• •■ 

3 

••• 

10 

• ■• 
••« 

• •• 

6 

• • • 

• •• 

• •• 

• •• 

• •• 

• •« 

• •■ 
t«« 

• ■• 

• •• 
«•• 

• •• 

4 
**• 

... 
..< 
••« 
.*« 
... 

*•* . 
*•• 

... 
•«. 
*•« 
... 
... 
4 
... 

♦•• 
••« 

... 
••• 
•*• 
..« 


Sack Station Creek 


North Gundasal 


IRn^rami C'T^.f^li ,,, , , , . 


Denman 


Bala 


Frogmore 


Balala 


Uralla 


Baldwin 


Manilla 


Bald Hills 


Pambula 


Bappin 


Beechwood 


Battle Abbey 


Cooyal 


Bartar's Creek 


Kendall 


Bear Hill 


Bear Hill 


Beaulieu ,. 


Inverell •• 


Bonsongo 


Adinnebilly • 


Bora Bidee 


Coraki 


Bobbywhitlow Creek 


Binsara 


Box Vale 


East Kanealoon.. 


Budtha Gtroye 


Baan Baa 


Burrowaj 


Narromine 


Bu^'berwfth T^ nrtb ..... r 


Urana • 


Black Mount 


Oberon .., 


Brotberone? 


Condobolin 


Bondo 


Marguliss, via Tumut ... 
Tumut 


Bonffoncro 


Oambelong 


Bombdla 




HiUston 


Carrineton 


Armidale 




Yarramalons 


Coalbaeeie 


Bilarbigal 




Belarbigill 


Conrad Silver Mines 


Bora Creek, Tnyerell 

Casino 


Cloyass 




Merfinbiim ,........,, 


Coomba Coomba 


Forster 


Coreinbob 


Ladysmith (Alfredtown). 
Noorooma 


Corunna East 


Crystal Creek 


Murwillumbah 


Combaning Siding 


P.T 


Combanine 


Temora 


Diamond Creek 


Binda 


Double Peak 


Double Peak 


Dunn's Creek 


Paterson 


Durrumbul 


MuUumbimby ,,, 


Elderbury , 


Guvra 


Eusdale 


Meadow Flat 


Eemdale 


Tnyerell 


G-ileais (JSTine-mile) 


Nyngan 


Oillenbah 


Jo*"" •• 

Narrandera 


G-lenmore 


Warialda 


G-rosse's Plain • 


Moonbah 


Olencoe , 


Asbford 
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DIX II. 

sional Schools, receired during the year 1899. 



Number of Children promiaed to attend. 


Nambor of Parents or Onardlans 
undertaking to send Children. 












If inlofcar'B Doeiaion 


Boys. 


Girls. 


Total 


C.E. 


RC. 


Pres. 


Wes. 


On. 


C.E. 


R.G. 


Pres. 


Wee. 


On. 


Total 


« 


8 


9 


17 


5 


4 


8 


• • • 


• •• 


1 


1 


2 


••• 


••. 


4 


Granted, 2l8t July. 


8 


11 


19 


2 


17 


... 


• • • 


• •• 


2 


5 


... 


... 


... 


7 


Declined, 20th February. 


9 


7 


16 


9 


• • 1 


... 


7 


• • • 


2 


• • • 


• . . 


1 


... 


8 


Q-ranted, 6th March. 


11 


11 


22 


1 


19 


... 


2 


• • • 


7 


1 


... 


1 


••• 


9 


Under consideration. 


12 


13 


25 


23 


1 


••• 


1 


• •• 


8 


1 


... 


1 


. .. 


10 


Granted, 13th October. 


11 


7 


18 


15 


3 


... 


... 


• • • 


5 


1 


... 


• •• 


... 


6 


Granted, 25th July. 


15 


12 


27 


10 


4 


8 


5 


• •• 


3 


1 


2 


1 


.*• 


7 


Public School granted, 27th July* 


15 


6 


21 


2 • 16 


.•• 


• •• 


3 


1 


5 


*•• 


••• 


1 


7 


Granted, 28th April. 


8 


11 


19 


2 ! 14 


3 


• ■ • 


• • • 


1 


3 


1 


• • • 


• • • 


5 


Granted, 24th July. 


7 


17 


24 


8 ; 6 


fl • • 


••• 


10 


2 


2 


• • • 


• • • 


2 


6 


Declined, 17th May. 


4 


8 


12 


8 


• • • 


4 


• •• 


• • • 


2 


.•• 


1 


• •• 


... 


3 


Granted, 6th December. 


17 


14 


31 


8 


11 


12 


• • • 


• t • 


6 


... 


6 


3 


■ • . 


13 


Public School granted, 13tb 
October. 


13 


10 


23 


2 


8 


13 


• • • 


• • • 


1 


2 


8 


■ ■ • 


... 


6 


Granted, 14th Noyember. 


16 


18 


34 


13 


15 


• •• 


• • • 


6 


5 


4 


••• 


• •• 


2 


11 


Granted, 12th July. 


8 


11 


19 


19 


■ • • 


• • • 


• •• 


* • • 


5 


• • • 


>•• 


• •• 


• • • 


6 


Declined, 18th AuguRt. To be con«- 
tinned as Half-time School. 


10 


8 


18 


10 


• •• 


8 


• •• 


• • • 


4 


• •• 


1 


••• 


• • • 


5 


Granted, 2 let September. 


7 


6 


13 


4 


2 


7 


• • « 


• • • 


1 


1 


1 


tee 


• •• 


3 


Granted, 29th December. 


10 


3 


13 


5 


4 


4 


• • • 


• •• 


1 


2 


1 


« • • 


• •e 


4 


Declined. Half-time School offered, 
13bb September. 


10 


13 


23 


19 


2 


1 


1 


• •• 


8 


1 


1 


1 


• ee 


11 


Declined . Half-time S chool offered^. 
25th October. 


4 


13 


17 


3 


3 


• • « 


11 


• • • 


1 


I 


• • • 


4 


eee 


6 


Declined, 11th July. 


9 


7 


}6 


11 


••■ 


5 


• • • 


• •• 


6 


• • • 


1 


• •• 


• • e 


6 


Declined, 14th November. 


13 


10 


23 


14 


9 


• • • 


• •• 


• •• 


4 


8 


■ • • 


• • • 


• • e 


7 


Declined, 3rd January. 


10 


10 


20 


• • • 


8 


12 


■ •• 


• •• 


• •• 


2 


4 


• •« 


• •« 


6 


Declined, 2 let January.. 


6 


9 


15 


11 


4 


■ • • 


• • • 


• •• 


2 


1 


• • • 


• • • 


• t • 


3 


Granted, 2 let October^ 


10 


8 


18 


5 


... 


13 


• •• 


• • • 


1 


• • • 


4 


• • • 


• • • 


5 


Granted, 2nd August. 


7 


9 


16 


6 


• • • 


10 


• •• 


■ • • 


1 


• • • 


3 


• • • 


• •• 


4 


Granted, 28th April. 


ID 


13 


23 


23 


• • • 


• • • 


• • « 


• • • 


11 


• • • 


• •• 


• • • 


• • « 


11 


Declined, 6th December. 


lO 


10 


20 


15 


6 


• •• 


• • • 


• •• 


5 


1 


• • a 


• • • 


• • • 


6 


Granted, 7th February. 


16 


9 


25 


5 


7 


9 


• • • 


4 


1 


1 


2 


• • • 


1 


5 


Granted, 16th August. 


16 


20 


36 


16 


14 


2 


4 


• •• 


5 


5 


1 


1 


• • • 


12 


Public School granted, 24th July ' 


14 


9 


23 


13 


7 


2 


1 


• •• 


4 


3 


1 


1 


• • t 


9 


Granted, 22nd December. 


7 


6 


13 


6 


• • • 


•«• 


7 


• •• 


4 


• •• 


• • • 


2 


• «» 


6 


Under consideration. 


9 


9 


18 


15 


• • • 


3 


..* 


• • • 


5 


• •• 


1 


• • • 


• • • 


6 


Under consideration. 


6 


7 


12 


• .• 


• •• 


4 


8 


• •• 


• ■ • 


• • • 


1 


2 


• • • 


3 


Declined, 6th December. 


8 


11 


19 


17 


2 


• • • 


• •• 


• •• 


4 


1 


• • • 


••• 


• • • 


5 


Declined, 2l8t September. 


9 


11 


20 


9 


11 


• • • 


« • • 


• • • 


3 


3 


• • • 


... 


eee 


6 


Declined, 11th October. 


7 


10 


17 


13 


1 


3 


• •• 


• • • 


8 


1 


1 


... 


• • t 


5 


Declined, 26th October. 


10 


10 


20 


5 


12 


3 


• • • 


• • • 


2 


4 


1 


... 


e • • 


7 


Granted, 23rd May. 


16 


8 


24 


1 


23 


••• 


• •• 


• • • 


1 


6 


• . • 


... 


• • • 


7 


Declined, 14th September. 


8 


10 


18 


8 


10 


.*• 


• • • 


• • • 


2 


3 


••• 


... 


• • • 


5 


Granted, 10th June. 


5 


6 


11 


7 


4 


•. . 


• • • 


• • • 


8 


1 


... 


... 


• •e 


4 


Under consideration. 


4 


9 


13 


• • • 


5 


8 


• •• 


• •• 


... 


2 


1 


• . . 


• • • 


3 


Granted, 20th March. 


10 


11 


21 


9 


• • • 


8 


• • • 


4 


3 


... 


2 


... 


1 


6 


Granted, 13th October. 


9 1 12 


21 


10 


6 


• • • 


5 


*•• 


4 


2 


• • • 


2 


... 


8 


Declined. Half-time School offered, to 






























worked with Reinville, 8rd January. 


9 


15 


24 


24 


• • • 


• •• 


• • • 


«•« 


6 


• • • 


• •• 


... 


.*• 


6 


Granted, 6th January. 


10 


9 


19 


10 


9 


• • • 


• • • 


. • ■ 


4 


3 


• • f 


•.• 


• . . 


7 


Under consideration. 


18 


8 


26 


15 


• • • 


10 


1 


... 


6 


• •• 


2 


1 


... 


9 


Public School granted, 6th Decembei^ 


2 


15 


17 


15 


• • • 


2 


• • • 


... 


4 


• • • 


1 


• • • 


... 


5 


Declined, 22nd December. 


16 


11 


27 


8 


10 


14 


• • • 


t • . 


2 


2 


8 


• • • 


••• 


7 


Declined, 16th November. 


8 


8 


16 


7 


• • • 


9 


■ • • 


... 


2 .., 


2 


• •• 
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APPBN 

Applicatioitb for the establislimeiit of Half- i 



NaoMof Plftoe. 



Pott Town. 



Ayondale ( 

Woolabra ] 

Akhtiar \ 

Woodview } 

Argyle 

Beggan Beggan ") 

Coonej j 

Bondi (Bockton) *) 

MushgioTe > 

Birrilee ^ 

Calabash j 

Bxiar Brook , 

Brolgan Siding *> 

Ifelangaloo j 

Fire Fly Creek 

Forest Home *) 

Grass Tree j 

Howe's Yallej 'i 
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Inglebar 

Ironbark *) 
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Kienbri ) 
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Mt. Wilson ") 

Bell j 

Nimbin , 
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Silverstone *> 

Yerranderie > 
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Watson's Creek 
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DEt III. 

time Schools, received during the year 1899. 



Number of Children promieed to attend. 



Girb. 
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C.E. 



R.C. 
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Wes. 
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Number of Parents or Onardiana 
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^ Argyle East, 12th September. 

j Granted, 16th December, 
j Granted, 2l8t January. 

j Declined, 18th October. 

(Granted. To be worked with 

I Tenterden, 13th January. 

( Declined. Provisional School granted 
3 for Marshman, 25th Noyember. 
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Granted, 26th June. 
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Granted, 6th December. 
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Granted, 10th July. 
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I Declined, 27th February. 
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APPEN 
GEifBRAL Abbtsact of School Attendance 





Number of Children on the Bolls. 


• 


Boys. 


Oirls. 


TotaL 


C.E. 


B.C. 


Pres. 


Wes. 


Others. 


ToU 


Mabch Quabtbb. 
High Schools , 


251 

101,232 

3,319 

8,119 

422 

658 


212 

91,397 

3,175 

2,757 

860 

7 


463 

192,629 

6,494 

6,876 

782 

665 


243 

99,611 

8,502 

8,089 

899 

854 


29 

26,831 

1,797 

1,827 

260 

119 


84 

21,028 

598 

477 

77 

66 


46 

23,850 

438 

844 

83 

69 


61 

21,309 

169 

189 

13 

67 


«3 

192^ 

6,494 

6,«6 

206^ 

i95,ia 

6,<61 

755 


Public Schools 


ProTisional Schools ... 

Half-time Schools 

House-to-house Schools 
Syenine Schools.... 




Total 


109,001 


97,908 


206,909 


107,198 


80,868 


22,830 


24,770 


21,748 




JUITB QUABTXB. 

Hinrh Schools 


242 

102,313 
3,306 
3,251 

398 
858 


205 

92,846 

8,155 

2,902 

857 

8 


447 

195,159 

6,461 

6,153 

755 

866 


237 

101,079 

3,447 

8,240 

378 

459 


80 

27,126 

1,811 

1,889 

267 

143 


82 

21,333 

622 

656 

78 

93 


43 

24,131 

404 

845 

28 

70 


65 

21,490 

177 

123 

14 
101 


Public Schools 


Provisional Schools ... 

Half-time Schools 

House-to-house Schools 
KyeninK Schools 




Total 


110,368 


99,473 


209,841 


108,840 


81,256 


22,764 


25,021 


21,960 




Sbptembeb Quabteb. 
Hieh Schools 


268 

102,539 

3,701 

3,300 

348 

943 


222 

93,119 

8,500 

3,010 

808 

6 


490 

195,658 

7,201 

6,310 

656 

949 


260 

101,445 

8,803 

8,234 

341 

485 


27 

27,226 

2,061 

2,00() 

196 

179 


• 

90 

21,368 

704 

672 

84 

90 


63 

24,211 

439 

890 

25 

75 


60 

21,408 

194 

108 

10 
120 


Public Schools 


195,(31 


Provisional Schools ... 

Half-time Schools 

House-to-house Schools 
£vexiin2 Schools 


1 




^ 


Total 


111,099 


100,165 


211,264 


109,568 


81,695 


22,908 


25,193 


21,900 


211^ 
206,51fi 




Dbcembbb Quabtbb. 

High Schools 

Public Schools 


270 

100,204 

3,619 

8,264 

323 

837 


226 

91,085 

8,442 

2,924 

818 

4 


496 

191,289 

7,061 

6,188 

641 

841 


262 

99,376 

8,727 

3,167 

838 

438 


29 

26,405 

2,011 

1,962 

189 

155 


93 

20,830 

703 

677 

78 

76 


62 

23,846 

426 

870 

21 

82 


60 

20,832 

194 

112 

15 

90 


Provisional Schools ... 

Half-time Schools 

House-to-house Schools 
£ venine Schools 




Total 


108,617 


97,999 


206,516 


107,308 


80,751 


22,357 


24,797 


21,303 
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DIX VI. 



for each Quarter of the year 1899. 



Avenge Daily Attendance. 


Amount of 
School Fees paid. 


Amount of School 
Fees in arrear. 


Free Pupils. 


Number of 


Boys. 


Oirlfl. 


Total 


Boys. 


Girls. 


Total. 


state 
Children. 


237-5 


191*5 

66,471*5 

2,361-4 

2,081-2 

289*9 

3-3 


4290 

141,074*9 

4,820-4 

4,4221 

619-8 

361-4 


£ 8. d. 
732 7 6 
15,410 11 5 
497 9 6 
237 8 91 
29 1 61 
150 6 


£ 8. d. 

• • • ••• •••■•• ••■ 

2,343 8 

37 2 

26 5 71 

19 9 

13 7 3 


14,195 

434 

295 

31 

61 


13,384 

417 

274 

28 


27,579 

* 851 

669 

69 

61 




74,603-4 

2,4590 

2»3iO-9 

329-9 

348*1 


2,266 

46 

114 

3 

4 


80,318-8 


71,398-8 


151,717-6 


17,056 19 2 


2,421 6 81 


15,016 


14,108 


29,119 


2,433 


229*4 


1810 

65,107-1 

2,367-5 

2,182-3 

293-0 

3-3 


410-4 

188,463-5 

4,814-0 

4,607*7 

615-1 

417-4 


724 14 
19,298 18 4 
621 1 61 
327 14 3 
37 11 
199 18 9 




14,928 

461 

333 

30 

75 


14^085 

412 

815 

20 


29,018 

863 

648 

60 

76 




73,356*4 

2,446-5 

2,425-4 

322*1 

413-9 


2,153 2 5 

27 6 5 

21 16 5 

12 8 

16 19 6 


2,332 

62 

110 

3 

1 


79,193-7 


70,134*4 


149,328*1 


21,209 17 91 


2,220 6 


16,817 


14,832 


30,649 


2,498 


251*1 


202-7 

64,043-4 

2,541*9 

2,182-5 

260-2 

4*2 


453-8 

136,631*0 

5,217*6 

4,617-6 

642*3 

478*3 


811 2 6 

18,907 14 1 

662 1 9 

314 3 2 

32 11 71 
208 4 




14,521 

444 

342 

21 

79 


13,766 
429 
819 

9 


28,277 

873 

661 

30 

79 


s 


72,487*6 

2,675*6 

2,435*0 

2821 

474*1 


2,317 17 1 

34 18 8 

26 2 6 

17 3 

31 13 6 


2,312 

70 

84 

2 







78,605*5 


69,234-9 


147,840*4 


20,935 17 11 


2,410 19 


15,407 


14,513 


29,920 


2,468 


249*2 


202-0 

64.916-2 

2,509-2 

2,173-1 

269-2 

1-9 


451-2 

137,776*3 

6,098-8 

4,572'0 

628-7 

4463 


826 17 6 
18,218 18 71 
641 3 31 
304 4 61 
29 18 01 
202 16 




14,575 

466 

338 

25 

62 


13,738 

441 

306 

12 


28^313 

896 

644 

87 

62 




72,860*1 

2,589*6 

2,398-9 

259-5 

444*4 


1,996*"2"4 

20 7 71 

20 5 9 

16 3 

87 7 


2,267 

69 

87 

2 

1 


78,801-7 


70,071-6 


148,873*3 


20,223 18 


2,068 18 111 


15,465 


14,497 


29,952 


2,426 
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APPENDIX XII. 

THE CHIEF INSPECTOR'S REPORT, WITH ITS ANNEXES. 

The expectation that the new and more liberal Regulations dealing with the establishment of small 
schools in the sparsely peopled districts of the Colony would result in a large increase in the namber of 
schools has been fully realised. The records for 1899 show the substantial addition of 92 schools. Of 
the 2,597 schools in operation in 1898, 56 were closed during that year, or were allowed to lapse in 
December ; so that 2,541 were carried on to 1899. These, with 148 new schools, and new departments 
brought into operation, gave 2,689 schools, representing 2,905 departments, as the record for 1899. 
The following is the return of schools for the last five years : — 





Year. 




Public. 


Provisional. 


Half-time. House-to-hoase. Evening. 


Total. 






1895 




1,685 




317 




483 


57 




16 




2,658 






1896 




1,698 




310 




497 


44 




30 




2,569 






1897 




1,755 




294 




457 


41 




25 




2,572 






1898 




1,787 




313 




431 


37 




29 




2,597 






1899 




1,811 




358 




456 


33 




31 




2,689 




Arranged in classes according 


to the average attendance at the end of the year, they 


are:— 


Year. 


Class I. 


II. 


III. 


IV. 


V. 


VI. 


VII. 


VIII. 


IX. 




X. 


Small m ^^ 
Unclassified. ^^^• 


1895 


39 


36 


27 


64 


124 


198 


214 


370 


796 




165 


625 


2,558 


1896 


40 


36 


26 


62 


127 


198 


185 


335 


860 




193 


607 


2,569 


1897 


43 


38 


29 


69 


124 


226 


202 


362 


862 




141 


486 


2,572 


1898 


45 


39 


28 


62 


121 


233 


227 


365 


840 




133 


604 


2,597 


1899 


46 


39 


29 


61 


122 


240 


230 


394 


836 




128* 


664 


2,689 



Buildings. 

The very limited funds at the disposal of the Department necessitated very rigid economy during 
the year. Matters, such as paintiog and fencing, were allowed to stand over in order that the pressing 
demands for school accommodation could be met. The needs of the country districts have been fairly 
well satisfied. Commodious, well-ventilated buildings have replaced the small box-like structures that 
the parents in past years thought good enough for school purposes, and additions have been made to those 
school-houses that were at all overcrowded. All new furniture is supplied from Sydney— a coarse 
somewhat costly, but of great advantage to the schools. 

The plans and specifications prepared by the Special Committee during the Christmas vacation 
of 1898 have been printed and supplied to the Inspectors and Clerks of Works. These officers have thus 
been enabled to dispose of ** new buildings '' matters more expeditiously and effectively than formerly. 
The Architect and his staff have co-operated loyally with the Inspectoral staff, and have done all in 
their power to place the school buildings abreast of the educational wants of the Colony. 

The works carried out under the supervision of the Architect were : — 

New school buildings 25 

Buildings enlarged 23 

Buildings repaired 478 

New residences 11 

Residences enlarged 21 

New weathersheds 2 

The amount of work carried out under the supervision of the Inspectors has been considerable, 
as may be seen from the following return : — 

New school buildings 110 

Buildings enlarged 22 

Buildings repaired « 974 

New residences 5 

Residences enlarged or repaired 224 

The cost of these works exceeded £20,000. Too much praise cannot be given to the Inspectors 
for the valuable services they render to the Department by their care, and the skill they have acquired 
in building matters. 

A ccommodation. 

At the end of 1898, the school buildings provided places for 252,791 pupils. During 1899, after 
making good the loss of 9,425 places by closing schools, or abandoning old buildings, 6,326 additional 
places were provided ; so that at the end of the year there was accommodation for 259,119 pupils. 
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The following table shows the accommodation in each district : — 



District. 



Number of places at end of 

1899, reckoobd at 8 square feet 

for each child. 



Number of places at end of 
1899, reckoned at 100 cubic feet 
of air space for each child. 



Armidale 

Bathurst 

Bowral 

Goalbum 

Grafton 

Maitland 

Metropolitan 

Sub-Metropolitan 

WafiU[a Wagga 

Wemngton 

Totals 



21,347 
17,962 
20,265 
20,055 
20,906 
26,949 
60,677 
18,576 
27,586 
16,238 




19,624 
17,834 
19,771 
18,328 
20.759 
28,638 
73,280 
17,588 
27,102. 
16,l£a 



259^I19- 



As the highest quarterly enrolment was 211,264, it is clear that, in the aggregate^ am|»re aocom* •. 
modation is provided. There are, of course, some schoolrooms that present a beggarly array of empty 
benches, and there are schools where weathersheds, verandahs, lavatories and even shady comers of the 
play-ground have to be utilised for teaching purposes. In Broken Hill the school buildings have notw 
kept pace with the rapid increase of population, and at White Cliffs, from an unexpected rush of rainenh>^ 
with their families, scores of children had for months to be excluded from the school as they could not . , 
be accommodated. But the overcrowding is most severe in the Metropolitan District. The popular 
achools are tilled up in the first week of each quarter, and then applicants for entrance must be refused. . 
In some of these cases, the erection of additional buildings would not get over the trouble ; already the : 
number of pupils assembled each day is too great for the limited area of ground. Four or five new 
schools, capable of accommodating 1,000 pupils each, might, without deteriment to existing schools, b^.- 
placed within the Metropolitan District, but the cost of sites would be enormous. The rapidity with, 
which the suburbs of Sydney are growing will, in the near future, force the eetablishiaent Qi thes*^ 
schools. 

Enrolment and Attendance* 

.The gross enrolment of pupils at all schools in 1899 was 265,037. 

Deducting 12 per cent, for multiple enrolments, the number of individual pupils on the books of 
schools was 233,233. r r i 

The following table gives the enrolment and average attendance for each quarter of 1899 
together with the rates of increase : — * ' 



<2vArter. 


Enrolment 

in 
1898. 


Enrolment 

In 

1899. 


Increase 

for 
1899. 


Averof^ 

daily 

attendance 

for 1898. 


Average 

daily 

attendance 

for 1899. 


Increase in 
average daily 
attendance 
for 1899. 


i*er- 

centage of 

increase 

of 

enrolment. 


I'er- 
centa^re oT 
increase or 

average 
attendance. 


March 


203,362 

205,881 
204,350 
202,048 


206,909 
209,841 
211,264 
206,516 


3,547 
3,960 
6,914 
4,468 


143,256-2 
143,380-2 
140,436-5 
139,8201 


161,717-6 
149,328 1 
147,840-4 
148,873-3 


8,461-4 
5,947-9 
7,403-9 
9,053-2 


1-74 
1-92 
3-38 
2-21 


5-90 
414 
5-27 

e-47 


June 


September 


December 




Average 


203,910 


208,632 

1 


4,722 


141,723-2 


149,439-8 


7,716-6 


2-31 


5-4i 





The percentage for each quarter was : — 



Quarter. 



March 

June , 

September 

December 

Year's average 



Enrolment. 


Average Attendance. 




Number. 


Percentage. 


206,909 
209,841 
211,264 
206,616 


151,717-6 
149,3281 
147,840-4 
148,873-3 


73-3 
711 
69-9 
72-1 


208,632 


149,439-8 


71-6 



Compared with 1898, there was an increase in the gross enrolment of 6,445, in the quarterly 
enrolment of 4,722, and in the average daily attendance of 7,717 -6. 

Although the circumstances in 1899 were more favourable for regular attendance than in the 
previous year, several serious epidemic diseases, as measles, diphtheria, and whooping-cough, were 
prevalent all over the Colony, neoeaaitating closing many schools for weeks. 
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The exvetieace of erery socceediog year strengthens the oODviction that the compulsory 
cbUMes of the rohBc Instmctum Aot tsfl to aooomplish much real good. Yicioos parents find litUe 
dHBcolty in eradin^ tiie law, and hanoe the stw c U swarm with chil£en begging, pilfering, growing ap 
in ignorance ami crime. The oompolsory clanses most be made mofe stringent, the parents made to 
feel that they muM send their children to school, and tmant sdiools provid^, in which the police can 
temporarily place the children fonnd about the streets during school hours. 

The prosecations for defaulting attendance were 1,032 ; the cautions were 6,645. 

School Fees. 

The total amount of school less collected and paid into the Consolidated Bevenne tvm 
je78,358 2s. 6d. 

Caotions to pay were issued during the year to 1,192 debtors, and it was found necessary to 
prosecute in 352 cases, with the result tluit the sum of £171 16s. 6d. was recovered. Free edacatiaii 
was granted to 34,476 pupils, as against 30,385 in 1898. In addition to the concession of free 
education, the sum of £1,509 9s. 8d. arrears of fees was cancelled. In all these cases full inquiry wm 
made, and action taken as circumstances warranted. 

The task of collecting the fees is, in many schools, the most tr3ring work that falls to the lot of 
A teacher. Children lose their school money, and parents object to nutking good the loss. As a 
resolution for the abolition of school fees has been carried several times in the Legislative Assembly, 
many parents have the idea that they are not required to pay school fees. Teachers will be glad when 
iees are abolished. 

Inspection. 

Mo change was made in the inspectoral arrangements during the year. Unfortunately, Mr. 
Cooper, District Inspector at Gonlburn, was forced by illness to rest for six months. During Mt 
Cooper's absence the work of the district was entrusted to Mr. Walker. Several special inspectiQUB 
were placed in the hands of Mr. Walker, who also assisted the Metropolitan Inspeotors, whose work is 
too heavy for the number of officers employed. 

The number of schools inspected was 2,871— an increase of 78 on the work of 1896. The number 
of pupils examined was 164,006, an increase of 11,547. 

The uninspected schools numbered 34, all small. Various causes operated to prevent the 
inspection of these schools. Some were closed very early in the year, before the Inspector could visit; 
others collapsed suddenly, and provision had to be made for the teacher elsewhere. Many of the 
small schoob depend for their existence upon one or two families, and men who work on the sfaaie 
jiystem are very uncertain residents ; so, too, are miners and timber cutters. 

The following are the details of inspection : — 



Year. 



No. of 
schools. 



No. of schools 
inspected. 



No. of schools 
not inspected. 



No. of pupils 
examineo. 



No. of 
Inspecton. 



1897 
1898 
1899 



2,785 
2,812 
2,906 



2,763 
2,793 
2,871 



22 
19 
34 



160,183 
152,457 
164,006 



33 
33 
33 



The particulars for each district stand thus : — 








District. 


No. of 
Iiwpectors. 


No. of 
schools. 


No. of schools 
inspected. 


No. of schools 
not inspected. 


No. of pupib 
ezamined. 


Armidale 

Bathurst 


4 
3 
8 
4 
3 
3 
4 
2 
4 
3 


364 
273 
259 
408 
335 
258 
217 
165 
a57 
269 


359 
270 
257 
399 
328 
254 
216 
164 
357 
267 


5 
3 
2 

9 

7 
4 

1 
1 

• ■ • 

2 


13,034 

10,878 


Bowral , 


10,966 


Ooulbnm 


10,881 


Grafton 


12,479 


Mftitlftnd ,.,,..,,,,--- 


18,332 


Metropolitan 

Sub-Metro"Dolitan 


51,271 
12,238 


Wasffa Wafffita 


14,723 


oo oo .«•••#••• • 

Wellintfton 


9,214 






Totals 


33 


2,905 


2,871 


34 


164,006 







Tho inspected and uninspected schools were : — 



Inspected 

Unmspected 

Totals 



Public. 



2,021 
5 



2,026 



Provisional. 



Half-time. 



355 
3 



358 



436 

20 



456 



House- to- 
house. 



31 
3 



34 



ETening. 



28 
3 



31 



Total. 



2,871 
34 



2,905 
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The following table shows the proficiency of all schools : — 



PubUc- 

1. In operation a full year at time of inspection 

2. Not do do ao 
Provisional — 

1. In operation a foil year at time of inspection 

2. Not do do do 
EEalf-time — 

1. In operation a full year at time of inspection 

2. Not do do do 
House-to-house — 

1. In operation a full year at time of inspection 

2. Not do do do 
Evening — 

1. In operation a full year at time of inspection 

2. Not do do do 
Totals— 

1. In operation a full year at time of inspection. 

2. Not do do do 

Totals 



Below 
Standard. 



Up to 
Standard. 



20 
3 

17 
34 

23 

14 

8 



1 ^ 



68 
52 



120 



67 
1 

24 
11 

13 
3 



4 
6 



120 



Above 
Standard. 



1,919 
21 

219 
50 

358 
25 

20 
2 

13 
4 

2,529 
102 



2,631 



Total. 



1,996 
25 

260 
95 

394 
42 

29 
2 

17 
11 

2,696 
175 



2,871 



Or summarised — 



Class of School. 



Above 
Standard. 



Up to 
Standard. 



Below 
Standard. 



TotaL 



Peroentscre 
up to 

Standard in 
1889. 



Percentage 

npto 
Standard in 

1806. 



Public 

Provisional 

Half-time 

Hoase-to-house 
Evening 

Totals... 



1,940 

269 

383 

22 

17 



2,631 



58 
35 
16 
1 
10 



120 



23 
51 
37 

8 
1 



120 



2,021 

355 

436 

31 

28 



2,871 



98 
85 
91 
74 
96 



95 



98 

84 

90 

77 

100 



95 



The phrase " above the standard " does not give a clear idea of the high degree of efficiency 
that some of the schools have attained. No fewer than 37 have been conducted with such marked 
ability and success that they have been rated as " excellent " for general efficiency. These schools 
are not confined to one district, but are scattered all over the Colony. 

The organisation of our schools gets better year by year. It is only in the case of a lazy or 
an inexperienced teacher that defects under this head are reported. Many teachers take a pride in 
making their schools bright and attractive ; flowers beautify the play-ground, and pictures the inner 
walls of the school-room. Mr. Woodhouse, Superintendent of Drawing, has ^iven very valuable help 
to the Sydney teachers by procuring for them splendid photographs of classic scenes and buildings. 
The decoration of school-rooms is a very important matter, and cannot be praised too warmly. The 
report upon the Hillgrove School, furnished by District Inspector Bradley last year, has had a good effect, 
and not a few teachers are endeavouring to copy Mr. Tonkin's action. I take the opportunity of 
mentioning, in terms of conmiendation, the work of Mr. Lumsden, of South Goulbum. Mr. Lumsden 
and his pupils have made a splendid collection of geological specimens of the district, and have placed 
them in cases — the work of their own hands. The supply of maps and diagrams to schools is not as 
liberal as I would like, but the amount voted for school requisites is too small to allow of a grant of 
more than bare necessaries ; indeed, in some cases, the supply of reading books has not been sufficient 
to allow of a book for each scholar. This, however, is a temporary trouble that will soon pass awa^. 

The disciplinary condition of our schools is, as a rule, all that can be desired. No one can visit 
a school without being struck with the regularity and smoothness with which the school business is 
conducted, the orderly conduct of the children, and their attention to instruction. The teachers' 
government is usually firm, judicious, and effective. Corporal punishment is administered when 
necessary. Parents appear to be well satisfied with the treatment their childem receive at the hands 
of teachers. Complaints are comparatively rare, and seldom well founded. It is possible that some 
teachers disregard the Regulations as to corporal punishment ; but those who do run great risk, 
especially if a complaint is made against them. 



116 



jReport of the Minister of Fuhlic Instniclion. 



The school drill, which is thorough and effective, is an important factor in raising the tone of a 
school ; its physical benefits are undoubted, while it ensures a good word of command on the part of 
the teacher, prompt obedience on the part of the pupils, and precision in the school movements. The 
'* Infantry Drill," the official text book for the British Army, is supplied to every school, and the 
information therein contained is snpplement^^d and explained by a series of Manuals, specially 
prepared by Colonel Paul and his staff. 

The matter of the conduct of pupils going to and returning from school has been brought very 
prominently under notice during the year. Teachers are enjoined by Regulation lOS '*to see that, 
m proceeding to school and returning from it, their behaviour is orderly." This has been taken to 
give authority to punish for offences committed outside the school premises, and such punishment has 
usually had a very salutary effect ; but though in most instances the teacher was morally right he 
was legally wrong, and occasionally a cross-grained parent takes advantage of the law, and summons 
the teacher to the police court. Such parents do irreparable injury to their own children, and set an 
evil example to others. If the restraining influences of the school are to be excluded from the street, 
larrikinism will rapidly develop. The parents, however, not schools or teachers, must bear the 
blame* 

AttainmentJi of Pupils. 

The following table givesithe number of pupils examined in each subject, and the number mH 
percentage of passes : — 



Subjects. 



Estimated Proficiency. 



Total Kumber 
Examined. 



Number Passed. 



Percentaf^e up to or 
above Standard. 



Reading — 

Alphabet 

Monosyllables 

Easy Narrative 

Ordinary Prose 

Totals 

Writing — 

On Slates 

In Copy Books and on Paper 

Totals 

Dictation 

Arithmetic- 
Simple Rules 

Compound Rules 

Higher Rules 

Totals 

Grammar— 

Elementary 

Advanced 

Totals 

Geography — 

Elementary 

Advanced 

Totals 

History — 

English 

Australian 

Scripture and Moral Lessons 

Object Lessons 

Drawing 

Music... 

French 

Euclid 

Algebra 

Mensuration 

Latin 

Trigonometry 

Needlework , 

Drill 

Natural Science 



9,353 
35,997 
50,499 
68,157 



164,006 



60,698 
102.345 



163,043 



131,919 



94,727 
40,349 
26,027 



161,103 



34,419 
33,049 



67,4G8 



31,989 
35,393 



67,382 



66,859 

15,048 

157,282 

152,349 

156,851 

149,784 

2,490 

8,574 

2,215 

5,144 

2,138 

41 

67,938 

154,486 

8,903 



6,801 
29,742 
43,064 
60,724 



140,331 



51,672 

87^981 

139,553 



109,106 



74,520 

29,478 
18,684 



122,682 



26,225 
24,351 



60,576 



24,697 
27,812 



62,509 



49,665 

10,949 

121,577 

122.340 

132,600 

121,626 

1,885 

6,541 

1,688 

4,256 

1,604 

31 

52,586 

131,226 

7,186 



72 

82 
85 
88 



85 



84 
85 



85 



82 



78 
73 
71 



76 



76 
73 



74 



77 
78 



77 



74 
72 
77 
80 
84 
81 
75 
76 
76 
82 
75 
75 
90 
84 
80 
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A perusal of this proficiency table will convince the most sceptical that really good work is 
done in our schools. The high percentages gained by so great a number of pupils, scattered over 
2,871 schools, show that the teachers work with untiring zeal, and give evidence of superior ability. 
The satisfactory results reported by the Inspectors are corroborated by the results of the University, 
Public Service, Chamber of Commerce, and other examinations. The examination of a school by the 
Inspector is necessarily thorough, as in the essential subjects a distinct mark of proficiency must be 
swarded to each pupil. 

The new standards came into force at the beginning of the year, and have had a very beneficial 
effect. The better gradation aud the higher marks awarded to Reading, Spelling, Writing, and 
Arithmetic, especially in the lower classes, have ensured that these subjects shall everywhere receive 
the care and attention their impoi-tance demands. Improvement in the quality of the reading has 
been facilitated by the new reading books ; their interesting matter, their brightness, and large 
proportion of dialogue, have pleased the pupils and lightened the teachers' work. 

Teachers have a number of really good series of Copy Books at their disposal, and usually select 
the one by which they can achieve the best results. Those most used are Collins* *' New Graphic," and 
Angas and Robertson's ** Australian." It should, however, be impressed upon teachers that writing is 
more than mere copying of head lines, and that exposition of methods and principles, by means of the 
black-board, are as necessary in teaching Writing as in teaching any other subject. 

Gratifying results have been accomplished in Arithmetic, but some teachers fail to bring their 
instruction up to date. The time has arrived when text books, like Colenso's and Hamblin Smith's, 
should give way to more modern works, where the Metric System and contracted methods of working, 
are fully exemplified. More attention is bestowed upon Mental Arithmetic, but this subject is not yet 
taught as systematically and skilfully as its usefulness merits. 

There is probably no subject in which the teaching has improved so much as in Object Lessons. 
The old-fashioned book stock subjects — elephant, camel, &c. — have been generallv dropped, and lessons 
of a practical character, as "How to prepare the ground for cultivation,' "Pruning," "Bee- 
keeping," " Poultry-rearing," have been substituted. The tendency of all modern education is 
towards the utilitanan, and our teachers are not slow to recognise the fact. 

In connection with the proficiency of the pupils, I would invite careful attention to the reports 
of the Superintendents of Music and Drawing, the Directors of Needlework, and the Officer Commanding 
the Cadet Force. 

Exemption Cerii/tcates, 

21,691 pupils were examined for exemption certificates during the year 1899. 15,556 pupils, or 
71 per cent, of those examined, passed the prescribed test. 

The subjoined return, giving results in connection with the certificate examinations for the past 
five years, proves gratifying, as showing the steady increase in the percentage of passes from quarter 
to quarter and from year to year. As this steady increase is the result of the corresponding increased 
efficiency in the important subjects, Reading, Writing, Spelling, and Arithmetic, it is unnecessary to 
emphasise the value of the work done in this direction. 



Year. 


Percentage of 
passes for 

March 
Quarter. 


Percentage 
June Quarter. 


Percentage 

September 

Quarter. 


Percentage 

December 

Quarter. 


No. pupils ex- 
amined for cer- 
tificates during 
year. 


No. who Passed 

the Examina- 

tion. 


Percentage 

of Passes for 

Year. 


1895 

1896 

1897 


43 
52 
59 
55 
64 


i 

48 
61 
60 
66 
69 


55 
60 
61 
69 
73 


57 
63 
64 
72 

74 


17,380 
14,768 
14,779 
19,916 
21,691 


8.942 

8,800 

9,077 

13,649 

15,556 


51 
59 
61 


1898 


68 


1899 


71 







Superior Schools, 

Chatswood was added to the list, bringing the number up to 102. These schools continue to do 
very good work, and bring the means of a secondary education to all parts of the Colony. From these 
iichools, 216 pupils passed the Junior of 1899. The schools whose work may be regarded as specially 
creditable are : — 



( 4 Senior. 

Fort-street < 86 Junior. 

( 41 Matriculation. 

Armidale 7 Junior. 

Cleveland-street 10 

Cooma 5 

Olenlnnes 5 

Leichhardt 18 



»» 



»t 



it 



Molong 4 Junior. 

Newtown 6 

Petersham 7 

Pyrmont 5 

Tumut 4 

Wingham , 4 

Mudgee 4 



>> 



ff 



t* 



t1 



The Fort-street School carried off the great prize of the Senior examination — the John West 
medal— the first time it has been won by a Public School boy. The winner, E. M. Wellisch, gained 
the following pass : — First-class honours in Mathematics, Latin, Greek, French ; first-class in Latin, 
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Enfflish, Ancient History, Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry, and Mechanics ; Medallist 
in French, Medallist in Geometry, John West medal, and Grahame medal for general proficiency, 
Barker Scholarship No. 2, and Horner Exhibition for Mathematics, Aitken Scholarship for general 
proficiency. 

High Schools. 

The High Schools show an improved attendance, and have done very satisfactory work during 
the yew. The following are the returns:— 



School. 



Total 
enrolment. 



Average quarterly 
enrolment. 



Arerage daily 
attendance. 



Fees received. 



Sydney (Boys) 

,, (Girls) 

Maitland (Boys) 

(Girls) 

Total 

The figures for 1898 were 



213 

219 

113 

61 



606 



527 



164 

169 

93 

47 



473 



420 



152-4 

151*6 

89-3 

42-7 



436*0 



376*3 



£ 

1,152 18 

1,238 3 

581 3 d 

122 17 



3,095 1 6 



2,462 15 6 



Scholars and Bursars, — The number of Scholars and Bursars in attendance at each High School 
during December quarter is given below: — 

School. Sefao]«n. Boreus. 

Sydney (Boys) ^ 40 31 

„ (Girls) 40 25 

Maitland (Boys) 26 22 

„ (Girls) 24 14 

Total* 130 92 

These schools were well represented at the Uniyentty Examinations, as the following results 
evidence : — 



SofaooL 



Junior. 



Mafcrientetioii. 



Sydney (Boys) 

,. (Girls) 

East Maitland (Boys) 

West Maitland (Girls) 

Total 



23 

22 
17 
10 



5 

4 
2 



72 



11 



21* 
lOh 

8: 

5§ 



44 



* Of these, 36 matriculated at the Junior and 4 at the Senior Examination. 

t Of these, 4 „ „ „ 1 

: Of these. 6 „ „ 2 

I Of ^ese, 2 „ at the Junior Examination. 






Teachers, 

The teachers employed in the Department's service on the 31st December, 1899, numbered 4,884— 
2,609 males, 2,275 females. 

Too much praise cannot be given to this large body of public servants for their exemplary 
oonducty devotion to duty, and efficient work. The desire to rise in the profession is manifested by the 
number who voluntarily submit to examination with the view of gaining a higher classification. This 
it the more creditable as the mark for practical skill must be won before the examination is sanctioned. 

It is much to be regretted that so many of our schools are of low grade — 836 in ninth dass, 128 
in tenth class, and 564 in the provisional class. To all these small salaries are attached, and though 
most of the teachers in these schools are qualified for higher positions, the opportunities for promotion 
are exceedingly few. Though the hope deferred that makes the heart sick must trouble many teachers, 
they work on uncomplainingly and faithfully. It is, however, highly probable that an increase of 
salary will be granted at an early date. 

The problem of teachers' residences causes me much worry and anxiety, as nearly all the low- 
grade schools have no dwellings attached. It is not practicable to provide these residences, because of 
want of money ; but, even if the Department had the necessary fimds, the expenditure could not be 
recommended, because the permanency of the school cannot be assured. Unfortunately, in the very 
localities where the Department dares not build there are no houses to be rented. The result is that 
scores of married teachers are subjected to great discomfort, by having to live in lodgings or at a great 
distance from their schools. I can, at present, see no way of gettinc; over the difficulty. 
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The papil-teochen, nombering 1,0S2, continue to do very good wock. Tho appUoants attending 
the competitive examinatlonB are far in excess of oar requirements, and the teachers spare no pains to 
have the candidates frmn their respective schools well prepared for tests in attainments and teaching 
power. As a consequence of this thorough preparation, the pupil-teacher enters on his period ot 
probation well fitted for his work. 

Two examinations of a^^pUcants for small, adbools w«mi held during the year, and a very promising 
cbfls of young men admitted into the service. 

Total Numbbb of Tkachkbs Emplotsd on 31st Dbcembeb, 1899. 



RiDcip^ Teachers. 

IfirtNMes of Departments 

AniifeaAte 

Skadoota in Training 



Toteis. 



I A. 



IB 



II A 



VLB 



niA 



lUB 



mc 



Unclaaai' 
lied. 



Totals. 



-a 

I 









6 



4> 

I 



1 






I 



§ 



at 



4 



-a 
a 



-a 
ai 



i 



64 



64 



1 
88 



84 



ClMtl. 



74 
24 



96 



88 
4 



817 
129 



42 |i4a 



7 
143 
127 



277 



uso 

■ « 

80 



1 
144 



151 



7ie 168 

.. I 2' 
SI 360 



767 



686 



GlMsII. |caiuvlIL{ciuaIV. 



Proba- 
tioeer*. 



PnpO-teachers 









51 



181 



• 

-a 






^ 
jl 



82 



115 



117 



I 



3 



190 186 208 10 12 



'7 



172 



81 



66 



146 



74 



76 



68 



17 



70 



930 
'4 



824 



216 
1 

56 



1,872 

804 
28 



272 



2»199 



515 

218 

793 

24 



1,660 



2,887 

218 

1,097 

47 



8.7<» 



P^HMW««VW 



BSigh Sdaool Ttedien 



Total Teschenoi ell Tanks 



896 



14 



666 



60 
9 



2,600 



2,276 



1.06^ 




Schools^ 



In the jears 1S94 and 1895 very fesr poptf-taaefacm WMe amointwl. Th« oeBsaqoenee wa» tha^ 
only \$ males entered the Fort-street Training School in 1809, aiid only 12 were ^igiUe for HurlatfiO* 
in 1889. In order to keep Hurlstone empl^^ it was deeided to offer speeial soh^rfarehipa to ^s-pupil- 
teachers who had ffained classifications. Thm privilege of being trained witiiout ooet was tiirown o^wn 
to competition, and 13 teachers proved themselvee worthy of that privilege. The benefits of training 
aie so m«:ked that I shall be glad when it becomes practieable to brins more of our teachers under 
&e influence of the Training School. The lessons in Uie Traininff Schools are practical and full of 
flDoouragement as well ae instruction. Students are not only taught how to do their work intelligently, 
bat, what is better, they are inspired with the zeal and self-possession essential to success. Tfaw 
senmnl knowledge is widened and deepened, and they are enriched with the understanding of tiuMte 
mudamental principles of school management that wiU enable them to devise good methods of their 
own when they go out in charge of schools. 

Details of the work in the two Training Schools, and the results of the ezaminattons will \»- 
found in the reports of the Principals annexed. 

All the teachers charged with the instruction and soperviaion of the students have worked well 
daring the year, and have given me full satisfaction. 



School Libraries, 

The work of establishing school libraries goes on apace, and there are now tens of thousands of 
good books in the hands of the youth of the Colony. This has been accomplished without the grant 
of one penny from the State. It is questionable, however, whether school libraries have not a better 
claim for endowment than many of the Schools of Arts whose library shelves are well nigh filled with 
rnbbiah. In the small out-of-the way localities the books are read as eagerly by the parents as by the 
children. The teachers of the Newcastle district have made a united and systematic effort, and have 
succeeded in placing a really good library in every school ol the district. 



Manned Training and Science Teaching, 

The importance of hand and eye training has not been overlooked. Workshops have been 
erected at Fort-street, Crown-street, Blackfriars« and Sussex-street. That at Fort-street serves not 
only that school, but also North Sydney and tbe stud^ita of the Training SehooL The boys of 
Cleveland-street and the High School receive instruction at> the Teehineal College. At Albury, 
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Bathurst, Goulbum, Maitland, and Newcastle the school boys are regularly instracted at the local 
Teclmical College. The Resident Masters also give lessons in science to the pupils of the local Public 
Schools. These lessons have proved to be very interesting and of great Talue, particularly in Gonlbuni, 
where the District Inspector manifests a very lively interest in the work. The boys at the Sydney 
High School are instructed by the operator of the Sydney Technical College, and from his teaching 
have for several years secured the silver medal for Physics at the University Examination. 

The apparatus of the Sydney Technical College, and the specimens of the Technological Musealn, 
are largely drawn upon by the teachers of the Metropolitan District for the purpose of experiment and 
illustration. 

As a specimen of the practical teaching effected by our teachers, I attach a clipping from the 
AgricuUurcU Gazette, This matter was deemed of sufficient importance by the Sydney Morning Herald 
to form the basis of a leading article. Mr. Bolus is by no means the only teacher who has taken np 
this work, but he has the good fortune to be brought into prominence : — 

** Elementary Agricultural Education. — Mr. Geo. A. Bolus, of the Stives Public School, 
writes : — I accept with pleasure the invitation given in last month's Oazette, and will now give an 
account of the efforts made to interest the St. Ives children in agricultural matters. 

** St. Ives Public School is situated 2 miles from Gordon, and 10 from Sydney, in the fruit-growing 
district of Lane Cove. It was opened ten years ago with a bare playground ; now, by means of arbor 
days, over 100 ornamental trees afford grateful shade in summer, and beauty all the year round. A 
quarter of an acre is planted with peaches, nectarines, apples, and plums of various kinds, and a few 
oranges and lemons. While the shade trees were young, the ground was divided among the elder 
scholars, and annual prizes were offered for the best kept garden. So much for outside work. Inside, 
our object-lessons have been, in a great measure, lessons on agricultural subjects — as a series, on 
vegetables, fruit-trees, pruning, budding, fowls, bush-trees, and manures. I have trees growing well 
which were budded by boys 9 years old. The subject-matter of most of these lessons I have 
obtained from the Farmers* and Fruit-growera* Guide, Mr. Bradshaw's poultry pamphlets, and the 
Agricultural Gazette, Quite delighted was I, after giving a lesson on the Jerusalem Artichoke, based 
on an article in the Gazette^ to hear from many parents that their boys had worried them into buying 
and planting some; 

*' Of late, having profited by the able lectures on botany by Miss Hynes, B. A., at the Technical 
College, our lessons have taken a more scientific turn, on such subjects as roots, leaves, parts of the 
flower (examples being found in the playground), fruits, and seeds, alternated with special lessons on 
Australian flowers, as Boronia, Telopea, Acacia, &c. 

*'One of our Catalpa trees having attracted much notice by its magnificent flowers, I offered a 
prize for the best three plants from thuree seeds given to each scholar, with the result that It was 
introduced to many homesteads. 

*' Last month sixpence worth of Madagascar Bean seeds were distributed after a short description 
of the plant. No doubt they will stock the district. Our apiary consists of five colonies, which afford 
samples of hives, frames, wax, cells, and bees, when giving lessons. How interesting these lessons can 
be made when such can be handled — bees excepted ! I often smile when I think of the lessons on bees, 
I have heard and given, when the information has been culled from books only. 

*' So much for a teacher's work in this department in school. Does his influence stop at the 
school gate ? I think not. Let me encourage othei' teachers by mentioning a few things that have 
been done here with little trouble. Many will help if someone will only take the lead. A visit of 
over twenty residents to the Richmond Agricultural College was successfully undertaken; two 
affricultural lectures were delivered in the schoolroom ; Mr. Bradshaw's Poultry pamphlets were 
obtained and distributed ; and some residents induced to buy and study the Farmers' and Fruit- 
growers* Guide, 

** I forward these few lines to show what a teacher interested in Agriculture can do, little 
though it may be, to help the worthy calling, with the hope that they will encourage others to do 
better." 

The follo¥dng return will prove of interest : — 

Manual Training. — Ten workshops were in existence in 1899, which afforded instruction to the 

Supils of 29 schools. The total enrolment of these classes, including students in training, ^vas 913. 
If these 527 presented themselves for examination, and 484 passed. 

Summary. — Classes connected with Public Schools. 

Enrolments. 

Manual Training 913 

Art Subjects 2.34 

Science Subjects 507 

Shorthand 468 

Total 2,122 

The examinations for pupils attending the Science Courses of Lecturer at Bathurst and Goulbum 
only was held. There were 135 examined, of whom 110 passed. 
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Cookery. 

The number of Cookery Schools in operation daring the year was 12 — an increase of 2 on the 
number for 1898. New Cookery Schools were opened at Singleton, Nowra, Armidale, and Bowral, and 
those at Ashfield and Maitland (West) were closed. 864 girls attended the Cookery Classes. Of these 
771 were examined at the end of a term of instruction, and 750 passed the applied tests. , The Examining 
Committees were composed, as before, of ladies, who gave, their services voluntarily and gratuitously, 
for which they were thanked by the Department. 

Eight teachers of Cookery were employed. Misses Wright and Dawson resigned during the 
ye&r, and their places were filled by the appointment of Miss J. Bailey and Miss J. Glad, trained and 
classified teachers, who had shown special aptitude in this subject during their term of training at 
Hurlstone College. A new departure was made by the establishment of Cookery Scholarships, opea to 
those Public School girls who pass highest at the School of Cookery Examinations, and intend to 
become either public or private teachers of cookery. These girls are allowed to attend the Cookery 
Classes daily, and assist the teachers in their work and management, and they receive free tuition in 
advanced cookery. By this scheme it is hoped to obtain young ladies qualified to till vacancies as 
teachers or assistant teachers of cookery, well versed in the Department's methods of imparting instruc- 
tion in the subject. The first holders of these Scholarships were Misses Austin and Lowick, from the 
Fort-street School of Cookery, and Miss Lavender, from Faddins^ton School of Cookery. 

The following is a list of the schools in operation during the year : — 

Place. Remarks. Place. Remarks. 

Hurlstone Training College. . . Open all the year. Newcastle Open all the year ] 



Parramatta Industrial School ,, ,, 

Fort-street ..., 

Petersham ..., 

Paddington.... 

West I&dfern 



Goulburn Open for 6 months. 

,, Singleton ,. ,, ■ ,, 

„ Nowra " „ „ 

,, Armidale ,, ,, 

„ Bowral „ „ 



It is desirable that the staff of teachers of cookery should be increased, in order that a larger 
number of coimtry centres may be included in the Department's sphere of operations. 

Cadet Force. 

The Cadet Force well maintains its efficiency. Great enthusiasm has been manifested by its 
members and by the teachers in command of the various corps. The parades and shooting practices 
have been well attended, and the work done has merited high pi'aise. The teachers that take charge 
cannot be commended too highly for the time and care they devote to this important work, although it 
forms no part of their regular duty. The Annual Rifle Meeting was a distinct success ; the boys shot 
remarkably well, notwithstanding the defective weapons they had to shoot with. The great prize of 
the meeting was won by the Bathurst team, taking it away from Orange, the winning corps tor nine 
years in succession. If a serviceable rifle is supplied, and arrangements are made for a suitable uniform 
for the bigger boys, the Force will be largely augmented. It is very likely that both these wants will 
be satisfied at an early date, and there wul then be no difficulty in placing 20,000 " efficients " at the 
disposal of the Government in a very short time. Our boys and our teachers know the drill well ; 
practice with the rifle is all that is needed. The burst of warlike and patriotic feeling developed by 
the war in South Africa has aroused interest in the Cadets, and it is generally admitted that a 
thorough military training to Public School boys would be the best way of providing for the defence of 
our country. 

Further particulars regarding the Cadet Force will be found in the report furnished by Colonel 
Paul. To that officer and his staff I am deeply indebted for their willingness to assist me in every 
possible way. 

TJie Jiibilee of the Model Public School— Fort-street. 

This very interesting event was celebrated in Augiist. Teachers, scholars, and parents 
displayed much enthusiasm, and all the proceedings connected with it were reported at great length 
by the Press. This was really the jubilee of our educational system ; for although the Board of 
National Education waei appointed in 184S, it did little real work till the following year. It is worth 
while to compare the statistics of 1849 with those of 1899 ; — 

1849. 1899. 

Schools 25 2,689 

Teachers 29 4,884 

Pupils 1,582 233,230 

This shows the marvellous progress New South Wales has made in fifty years. But the advance 
in the character of the buildings and apparatus, and the efficiency of the instruction, is even greater 
than that shown bv the above figures. Fifty years ago schools were held in sheds, stables, attics, and 
cellars ; proper lighting and ventilation were not thought of ; the apparatus consisted of a few books 
and slates, and an instrument of panishment (generafly a strap), which was used with no unsparing 
hand. 
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Technieai Bdueaiicn. 

The most important item in connection with Technical Education was the opemng of the 
Branch at Albmy. This is doing good work, and is folly apjoreciated by the residents of the Bordor 
City. At the head-quarters in Sydney, progress is {wacticaUy blocked by insufficient accommodation, 
and. himdreds of students are anxiously waitmg for admission to the classes. 

All the jMreliminary steps for the erection of new buildings at Koken WH have been takeOf and 
by the end of the current year that great minins centre will be in the possession of a perfeetty 
equipped, and efficiently conducted '^chnical CoUeee. 

The research work at the Technological Museum has been prosecuted with indefiatigaJble 
industry, and much has been accomplished in the way of making known the value of our vegetaUs 
products. The Museum and its branches are in close touch with our teachers, and both are b^kefited; 

The following summary of statistics will give some idea of the success attending the year's 
operations, but more complete information will be found in the report of the Superintoident : — 

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT. 
Enbolmxnt of Studshtb. 





laea 


1899. 


Sydney Technical College. Technical Glasses 


3,723 
329 


4,491 
346 


„ ,, „ ,- „ on fees only 


rf J7 99 tr 7r ■—mm _w«rw wai.^^ ••••«.••••* • 




SubnrbftTi TwAnical (/lasses. 


4,052 
302 
384 

2,021 
315 

1,444 


4,837 
356 


,, „ ,, (Ml fees only 


703 


Gnuntry Techni<M*l daMeff 


2,340 
366 


,, ,, „ on f ees cmly 


Classes connected with Public Schools 


1,654 




8,518 


10,256 



Fees received from Students — 
Sydney Technical College. 
Branch Technical Schools. 



1896. 



1809. 



£ s. d. 

3,666 12 6 
1,664 19 3 



5,331 11 9 



s. 



4,510 17 6 
2,203 a 9 



6,714 1 3 



Number of visitors to Technological Museum, Sydney 114,503. 

n „ ft „ Branch Museums in Country Towns.... 133,069. 

Herewith I forward reports of District Inspectors, and Inspectom and Superintendents of 
Music and Drawing, Directors of Needlework, Principals of the Training Schools, Officer in charge 
of Cadet Force. 

F. BRIDGES, 

Chief Inspector, 



ANNEX A. 
Insfsctob Dawson's Bjbpobt. 



The schools under m^ supervision at the end of 1898 consisted of 52 schools and departments. Ta 
these were added during 1899, three new Evening Public Schools. 

All schools and departments were fully inspected once. Mr. Inspector Walker examined three 
departments. There was no time for "ordinary** inspections, and very little for "incidental" 
inspections. 
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The number of pupils enrolled, and the average attendance, for each quarter may be seen from 
the following table : — 

Enrolment. Average. 

March quarter 16,420 12,583 

Junequarter 16,654 12,102 

September quarter 16,784 12,293 

December quarter 16,312 12,300 

The prevalence of influenza during September and December quarters afiCected the attendanoe of 
both pupils and teachers. The total number examined was 13,278. 

The staffs of the schools comprise 319 teachers of various grades, from Tirst-class Teochcva 
down to the probationer Pupil- teachers. I am able to commend their zeal and intelligence in the 
discharge of their duties, as well as their loyalty in carrying out instructions. 

The accommodation provided is, in the gross, adequate ; but in a few schools the acoommodation. 
is severely taxed. A popular school, or a successful teacher, may sometimes bring about this state of 
matters. At a few schools sheds are occasionally used in fine weather, but the practice is discouraged, 
and should be finally put a stop to. 

At the regular inspection and examinations, the organisation of each Department, the order and 
discipline maintained, and the attainments of the pupils, come under review ; but there is littla 
opportunity for direct observation of the methods employed in imparting instruction. 

The arrangement of lessons and the distribution of the staff proved satisfactory in most of the 
schools. The order and discipline are almost uniformly good. Complaints of undue severity are rare. 

The new standards were followed during the year, and their effect has been beneficiaL The 
increased values ^iven to the important subjects have secured them greater attention, and the greater 
freedom allowed m the selection of oral lessons has made them of a more interesting character. 

In Reading, Writing, Dictation, and Arithmetic, the percentages of passes were respectively 
82, 84, 87, and 78. 

For the ** certificate examination,** 2,561 pupils were presented ; of these, 1,938 passed, 1,117 
for the first time. 

Statistics for the year have already been forwarded* 

J. DAWSON, 
Sydney, 12 January, 1900. Inspector. 



ANNEX B. 
Insfbctob Thompson's Bspobt. 

In my section of the Metropolitan District, 25 schools were in operation during the year ; of these 22 
schools — comprising 48 departments — were Public Schools, and 3 were Evening Public Schools. 

At the end of last year (1898), 4 Evening Public Schools were in operation ; but at the beginning 
of this year, one — Ashfield — was not reopened, partly on account of the death of the teacher during 
the Christmas vacation, 1898, and partly on account of the attendance having so completely fallen 
away that the continuance of this school was found to be for the time being impracticable. These 3 
Evening Public Schools only came into operation during 1899. 

There is a possibility, but no great probability, of the Ashfield Evening School being reopened. 

Accommodation, 

Additional accommodation to the extent of 430 seats has been provided this year. In one or 
two of the larger Public Schools under my supervision the accommodation is not adequate to th« 
presoit local requirements, but in other respects the provision made may be regarded as sufficient. 

AUendanee. 
The gross enrolment of pupils for the year was 21,294 ; the actual enrolment, 16,872. 

Inspection. 

Every school and department was fully inspected during the year, 12,469 pupils having been 
presented for examination. 1,991 pupils were tested for exemption certificates ; 1,595 of these satisfied 
the standard required in this connection. 

The general proficiency exhibited in the several schools and departments was, with one excep- 
tion, well above the past standard of 50 per cent. 

The staff of teachers of all ranks numbered 296, viz., 104 males, 185 females, and 7 work- 
mistresses. 

The schools are well organised, the government is firm and judiciously examined, and the 
teaching is intelligent, bright, and effective. 

W. T. THOMPSON, 
Sydney, January, 1900. Inspector. 
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ANNEX c. 

IssFBcroK Willis* Report. 

At the commenoement of the year 1899, the echcwlB nnder my sopenrinQn were : — 19 Pnblic, 2 
Evening Schools, and the school on board the " Sobrson" Training Ship. All of these continued in 
operation throughout the year, and to them were added two newly established Evening Schook 
During the year just clos^, therefore, the schools of this portion of the Metropolitan District numbered 
24, and these comprised in all 54 departments. 

In these departments the gross enrolment for the year numbered 22,490 pupils ; the multiple 
enrolment, 4,048 ; the net enrolment, 18,442 ; and the average attendance, 12,503. 

All but two of the school buildings are in good material condition ; and every school is well 
provided with the requisite educational appliances ; while the class-rooms, one and all, present a clean 
and well'Ordered appearance, very creditable to the teachers in charge. The schools at Marrickville, 
Woollahra, and Darling-road are now too small for the comfortab^ accommodation of the children 
eli^ble for enrolment, but tenders have been called for the erection in each of those suburbs of 
buildings which will afford all the additional space required. 

Of the 54 departments fully inspected, 2 were found to be "up to "the standard, and tbe 
remaining 52 ** above ** it. There were 14,272 pupils examined. The precentage of passes in each of 
the following important branches was : R^uiing, 82 per cent. ; Writing, 83 per cent ; Arithmetic, 70 
per cent. ; and Dictation, 84 per cent. 

The teachers, numbering in all 313, are, with but one or two exceptions, capable, earnest, 
trustworthv officers, and, as such, have the confidence, goodwill, and loyal support of the jMirents 
amongst wnom they labour. 

All the statistics necessary in connection with this report were forwarded some days ago. 

M. WILLIS, 
Sydney, 24 January, 1900. Inspector. 

ANNEX D. 

Inspectok Skillman's Rkport. 

Thb Public Schools under my supervision during 1899 were the same as in 1898 — 29 schools, 
comprising 55 departments. 

The Evening School at Bexley was closed in September, on account of the small attendance of 
pupils. An Evening School was opened at Dulwich Hill, in July, but its brief existence was termin- 
ated in September by the sudden resignation of the teacher. Commodious school buildings, to replace 
old and small structures, have been erected at Hurlstone, Hurstville, and Sandringham. 

A new teacher's residence has been provided at Hurstville. 

A schoolroom is almost completed at Kensington, where a new school will be established at the 
beginning of 1900. 

A Primary School building is to be provided at Alexandria during next year. 

New builaings, or additions, are urgently required at Burwood, Kogarah Boys, Mortdale, and 
Biley-street, but want of funds has hitherto prevented the execution of these works. 

The qiiartely enrolments and average attendance of pupils in this section of the Metropolitan 
District were :— In March quarter, 13,221 and 9,927*8 ; June quarter, 13,403 and 9,598*5 ; September 
quai-ter, 13,516 and 9,430*3 ; December quarter, 13,052 and 9,782*7 respectively. 

In all, 58 schools under my supervision were in operation during 1899. Fifty-seven of these 
were reguarly inspected ; one was fully inspected a second time. Dulwich Hill Evening School was 
not examined. None of the schools were below standard, 5 satisfied it, and the remainder were 
above it. 

Mr. Inspector Walker examined 7 of my schools, and assisted me in 5 others. 10,998 children 
were present under examination. 

The percentages of passes in the important subjects were : — Reading, 85 ; Writing, 83 ; Dictation, 
79 ; and Arithmetic, 70 — an improvement upon the results of last year. 

The number of teachers of all ranks employed in this section at the end of 1899 is 263. They 
do their duty to the best of their abilities, and there is every reason to expect the performance of a 
good year's work in 1900. 

H. SKILLMAN, 
Sydney, 27 December, 1899. Inspector. 

ANNEX E. 

District Inspector W. Dwyer's Report. 

The number of schools in operation under my supervision during the year 1899 was 131, containing 
165 departments. These are classified as follows : — 

PubUc 147 

Provisional 6 

Half-time 12 
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With the exception of one Half-time School, burned down in January and not reopened, all ' 
were duly inspected, and their efficiency, as estimated by the standard, may be summed up in the 
following figures : — 

163, or nearly 90 per cent., above standard, 
2 up to standard, 

and none below it. This is an advance upon the results of the preceding year. 

As regards available accommodation, the condition of the schools will be understood from the 
subjoined statement : — 

Number of places ready for occupation at end of year : Floor space, 18,576 ; air space, 17,588. 

The number of pupils enrolled at the end of December was 15,683 ; the average attendance at 
game time, 10,117*5. Ix is therefore evident that teachers, generally speaking, are not harassed for 
want of room, and the places are distributed in fair proportion to the wants of the several localities. 

The number of pupils examined was 12,471 ; and tabulated returns of their proficiency have 
been furnished as a separate appendix ; but, to give a general idea of their knowledge in the principal 
subjects of instruction, a few tigures taken from these tables may be inserted here : — 

In Reading, a total of 86 per cent, is up to or above standard. 
,, Writing, „ 75 „ „ „ „ 

„ Dictation „ 81 „ „ „ „ 

„ Arithmetic ,, 73 „ ,, ,, „ 

„ Grammar „ 77 „ n ,, „ 

„ Geography „ 74 „ ,, „ ,, 

And in other subjects it ranges from 72 to 83 per cent. The results are, on the whole, and in the 
great majority of cases, highly satisfactory, and bear conclusive evidence to the efficiency of the 
schools. 

The teaching staff includes 350 individuals, comprehended in the following classes : — 

Principal Teachers 143 

Mistresses of Departments 16 

Assistants 89 

Pupil-teachers 97 

Work Mistresses 5 

Good methods of teaching obtain in most schools, and hence sood results follow as a natural 
cou' oquenoe. One defect, however, is apparent, and that is thje habit of copyins and quiet prompting, 
which is more or less general among the pupils of several schools, and to which some teachers are, it 
seems to me, wilfully blind. They do notnins to check the evil, which appears rather to possess 
some advantages in their estimation ; but as the practice greatly invalidates the main purpose and 
object of their efforts, blurs and weakens the characters of the pupils, it is to be hoped that the 
teachers concerned will at once set themselves to stamp out the mischief, and so be able to reflect 
that they have faithfully, honestly, and thoroughly performed, as far as they are able, the great duties 
entrusted to them. 

WM. DWYER, 
Sydney, 6 January, 1900. District Inspector. 



ANNEX F. * 
Inspector Dbttmann's Report. 

In my Report for 1898, I pointed out that the existing conditions were favourable to the 
continued progress of primary education in the Parramatta section of the Sub-Metropolitan District, 
that the section was provided with a sufficient number of suitable schools, properly distributed and 
centrally placed, equipped with necessary educational appliances, and provided with efficient and 
painstaking teachers. 

This is still true, and affords continued evidence of the Department's practical recognition of 
the educational needs of the people. 

There was no change in the number of schools during the year ; and of the ninety existing 
schools, all but one — the Olive Mount Half-time School, which was accidentally burnt down early in 
the year — were fully inspected with satisfactory results, inasmuch as every school was found to be 
above standard requirements. 

Several applications were received for the establishment of small schools, but these were 
declined on the ground that existing schools fully met all reasonable requirements. 

So far as public funds were available, money has been expended on the buildings ; and with the 
contemplated repairs and improvements, chiefly in the hands of the Architect, the section may be 
regarded as being as well served in this respect as any school district in the Colony. There are, of 
course, buildings which are not altogether satisfactory ; but, taken as a whole, there is not much to 
complain of. The teachers take reasonable care of the Department's property, and in a number of 
instances spend time and money in effecting improvements by making the school surroundings more 
attractive and comfortable. 
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The School Statistics for 1899 have been duly furnished. These may be summarised as 
follows — namely, 90 schools, of which 5 are Superior Public Schools with a total of 14 departments, 
62 Public, 3 Provisiona], 10 Half-time, and 1 Industrial School for Girls (Parramatta). Total enroll 
ment of pupils, 7,132; average attendance, 5,269*5; school fees received, £2,733 Is. 1^. ; teachers 
employed, 167 ; schools fully inspected, 89 ; pupils examined, 5,838 ; pupils presented for exemption 
certificate, 736, of whom 563 passed (76 per cent.). All the larger schools of the district are provided 
with school banks, and a number with school libraries, which are in most cases the only libraries in 
the respective localities, and are as great a boon to the parents as to the children. 

Drill is taught in all schools, and in many instances exhibitions of drill- work have been given 
by the teachers for the edification of the parents. 

A strong Public Schools Athletic Association is in operation, with head-quarters at ParramatU, 
and is most successful in its operations. 

As a result of the teachers' efforts for the general advancement of the pupils, the schools of the 
district are popular ; and are deservedly so. 

The teachers are without exception industrious and resectable. They are, as a body, loyal to 
the Department they serve, and discharge their official duties intelligently and satisfactorily. They 
are, as a rule, well equipped for their work as teachers, and are fully sensible of its responsible nature 
and useful character. 

The new standards of proficiency which came into operation this year are proving very 
satisfactory. They have been applied intelligently and successfully, and will add to the value of our 
system of public instruction, which must of course mainly be judged by the work done in the schools. 

The organisation and discipline of the schools are very satisfactory, and have made my work 
4>f inspection comparatively light. The teachers certainly regard these as essentials to suceessfnl 
school-teaching, and make the roost of them. It is pleasing to have to note that no teacher was censored 
during the year, and in no case was a teacher called upon to explain unsatisfactory inqiectioB 
results. 

Generally speaking, the year has been a successful one, and there is every reason to believe that 
the interests of the Department and of the public will be well served during the coming year. 

JOHN DETTMANN, 
Parramatta, January, 1900. Inspector. 



ANNEX G. 

District Ikbpxctor Bbadlxy's Repobt. 

DiTBiNG the year 1898, or for some part of it, 354 schools were in operation in the Annidile 
District. Of this number, 12 were not open during any part of 1899, but the establishment of 22 sew 
schools raises the aggregate for the year to 364 — a net increase of 10. These schools are classified u 
follows:— Public, 217; Provisional, 63; Half-time, 74; House-to-house, 8; Evening Public, 2 j 
total, 364. 

No very extensive operations towards the provision of new buildings or additions have bees 
effected xmder the Architect during the past year, although some important works are in progress, or 
contemplated, in the Tamworth and Quirindi sections of the District, where they are much needed. 

Under the several Inspectors, 16 school buildings have been erected at a cost of £1,120, 2 have 
been enlarged at a cost of £79, and £1,208 has been expended on necessary repairs and improvements 
to school-rooms and residences. Ten other new school buildings approaching completion, and repaid 
to 3 in progress, will take £1,413 more ; so that the total amount involved in the expenditure on works 
arranged for and supervised by the ststff reaches £3,820 — a sum slightly in excess of the record for the 
previous year. Towards the erection of these smaller school buildings a more liberal expenditure has 
of late been authorised, with the result that those more recently erected are of a better type than 
formerly, both as regards their external appearances and the accommodation afforded. The want of 
residences in connection with the smaller Public Schools is pressingly felt throughout the Distiiet; 
and, although the expense involved in providing such as are required would doubtless be large, the 
advantages accruing would prove commensurate. It is simply impossible to rent residences in many 
places where they are needed, and Inspectors are thus unduly hampered in their endeavours to arrange 
for suitable appointments, with the result that hardship, if not injustice, is at times imposed upon 
worthy men. 

A net increase of 543 seats, calculated at 8 square feet per child, and of 411 at 100 cubic {^et of 
air space, has been effected by means of the improvements provided within the year, and the total 
acconmiodation now stands at 21,347 and 19,624 places respectively. 

Out of the 364 schools in operation during 1899, 359 were fully inspected. The gross enrolment 
in the 5 uninspected schools was about 35, and 2 of the number shotdd have been closed at the end 
of 1898, as recommended. The 3 others were so small as to be grouped as House-to-house Bchook 
towards the end of the year, and were not visited owing to their remoteness and the illness of the 
local Inspector. 

The total number of pupils present at the annual inspection of the schools was 13,034—886 
more than in the previous year. This is more than satisfactory, when it is remembered that epidemic 
sickness — measles, scarlatina, whooping-cough and influenza — prevailed more or less throughout ti» 



Seport of the Minister of Public IntstructtQU^ 127 

yeftr, and militated aerionaly both against school attendance and effective teaching. It is pleasing to 
note that, notwithstanding the hindnmoes to progress just mentioned, 94 per cent, of the schools 
examined met or exceeded the standard reqairements, and only 6 per cent, fell below them. 

About 100 more papik were ezandned for exemption certificates than were presented last year ; 
and, of 1,535 tested, 1,107> or 72 per cent., passed. 478 of these had passed previously ; so that only 
.629 fresh certificatdb were issued. As compared with last year, a falling off of 2 per cent, in the passes 
for exemption certificates is to be recorded. 

In the Armidale section of the District the following, among the larger schools, deserve special 
mention for creditable results accomplished during the year : — ^Armidale Superior Boys, Girls, and 
Infants, Rocky River, HiU^rove, BUmml Mountain, Armidale West, Damareso, Uralla, and Saumares ; 
while, among the smaller schools, Everett, VVoUun, and Arding stand first. Hiilgrove Public School still 
holds its prC'eminence in the special features dwelt upon in my report of last year, and the meed of praise 
then awarded is equally well deserved now. I only regret to say that I know no other school in the 
District that can lay claim to being a good second to it. 

The branches of the Public 8cmx>ls Athletic Association established at Armidale, Glen Innes, 
Inverell, and Tamworth are all in a thriving condition, and the Annual Sports Meeting at each centre 
has been in all respects a pleasing success. 

An increase of 17 members has taken place in the teaching strength of the District, and the 
Ust now comprises 318 principal teachers and mistresses of departments, 51 assistants, 61 pupil- 
teachers, and 1 work-mistress — 431 in alL Ninety-three teachers are still unclassified, but most of 
the number are ex-pupil-teachers who should easily qualify when the time for their examination comes 
round. As a body, the teachers are exemplary in their conduct and diligent and efficient in the 
performance of duty, censure or punishment for shortcomings in either particular being of rare 
occurrence. 

J. D. BRADLEY, 
Armidale, 6 January, 1900. District Inspector. 

ANNEX H. 

Inspectok Blums&'s RxroKT. 

At the beginning of the year, 89 schools were in operation in the Tamworth District Wood's Reef 
Public, Oakey Greek Public, and Emu Creek and Moona Half-time were subsequently closed, and 
Terry-hie-hie Public and Berrigal Creek and Courallie Park Half-time were converted into House-to- 
house Stations on account of small attendance. Two new schools were opened, viz., Wooloban Public 
and Generoi-road Provisional. There are therefore 85 schools now under my supervision. Three others 
are to open immediately after tiie vacation, and 2 more a little later on. 

Seven applications for the establishment of new schools were received. Five of these 
(Wooloban Pulnic, Emu Creek Provisional, Limbri Provisional, and Watson's Creek and Ironbarks 
Half-time) were granted, one (Halhiville Public) was declined, and another (Glenmore Provisional) 
awaits the Minister's decisioii. No more schools are needed at present, and two now in operation will 
ftobably soon lapse on account of reduced attendance. 

Consequent on children out-growing school age in many country places, the total acoommodation 
l^vided in all schools exceeds the total number of pupils in attendance. Nevertheless, several schools 
aro overcrowded. Each of these cases has been duly reported, and the necessary remedy suggested. 
To in some measure remove this serious defect, the schoolroom at Mungindi has been enlarged, tbe 
Barraba premises are being extended, additions are to be made to the Bechoe, Bundarra, and Tamworth 
buildings, and a commodious structure is to be erected on a more suitable site at Manilla. 

Ninety-one schoc^ were in operation during the whole or some portion of the year. All 
but 3 were fully inspected. The uninspected schools are small remote ones (Terry-hie-hie Public 
4rad Berrigal Creek and Courallie Park Half-time). At the time of my visit to the locality t^ey were 
without teachers, and afterwards they were combined as a House-to-house School, under one teachey. 
The only subsequent opportunity for their inspection was during an exceptionally hot week, when my 
heidth rendered a visit, entailing a journey oi 450 miles, impossible. 

The most rigid economy has been practised in connection with repairs and improvements, and a 
much larger outlay will be necessary during the coming year, especially in the matter of painting. 
Accommodation for 48 pupils has been provided by the Inspector at a cost of £158 lis. 6a. 
The sum of £261 2s. was also expended by the same officer upon urgent repairs and improve- 
ments to 29 sehools, and £25 17s. upon similar work in connection with residences. The want 
of residences is severely felt. The impossibility of obtaining them within a reasonable distance 
of the schools prevents many young men from marrying, and precludes the teaching of needle- 
work where such instruction is most necessary. Except in the matter of maps and diagrams, 
little fault can be found with the equipment of the schools. Teachers exercise reasonable care in the 
preservation of the Department's property, and the construction and observance of the prescribed 
lesson-guides is becoming more and more satisfactory. The intense heat and limited rainfall in a large 
portion of this district prevent successful attempts at tree-planting. School libraries are increasing, 
both in mmibers and popularity, and Banks exist in all schools with a staff of more than one teacher. 
Cadet corps are met with in two schools only — Tamworth Superior and West Tamworth Public. The 
want of suitable arms, and the fact that the only encouragement offered is the «nnual trip to Sydney in 
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coonection with the shooting contests, serionsly retard the progress of this movement. On the other 
hand, the annual sports and competitions of the local Schools* Amateur Athletic Association have had 
a marked effect on drill in many schools. 

As in former years, the discipline of the schools leaves little to be desired, except in the matters 
of ptmctuality and re^larity of children in farming and dairying localities. 

Of the schools inspected, 86, or 97*7 per cent., were up to or above standa^, as against 91 per 
cent, for last year. 382 pupils were examined for certificates, and 67*5 per cent, passed. The number 
of new certificates issued was 149. 

The results in the several subjects of instruction are compared hereunder with those for 1898. 



Subjects. 



Reading 

Writing 

Dictation 

Arithmetic 

Grammar 

Geography 

History— English 

„ Australian 

Scripture or Moral Lessons 

Object Lessons 

Drawing 

Music 

French 

Euclid 

Algebra 

Mensuration 

Latin 

Needlework 

Drill 

Natural Science 



Pupils 
Examined. 



3,538 
3,538 
2,788 
3,538 
1,250 
1,246 
1,248 

221 
3,212 
3,442 
3,453 
3,165 
20 

106 

11 

31 

11 

1,341 

3,158 

139 



Peroentaffe up to or 
above Standard. 



1800. 



94 
96 
88 
79 
81 
81 
79 
87 
83 
82 
87 
73 
100 
64 
73 
35 
73 
89 
82 
94 



1606. 



92 

94 
83 
78 
79 
80 
75 
88 
80 
81 
85 
71 
89 
59 
92 
61 
100 
90 
77 
81 



Increase (+) or 

Decrease (—) 

Per cent. 

for 1899. 



+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 



2 
2 
5 
1 
2 
1 
4 
1 
3 
1 
2 
2 



+ 11 
+ 5 
-19 
-26 
-27 
. 1 
+ 5 
+ 13 



As a whole, these results are more than satisfactory, being even higher in all the more important 
subjects than those for the preceding year. 

It is noted with pleasure that the practical instruction in '* First Aid," given in connection with 
Object Lessons in several schools, has proved invaluable. On more than one occasion the children 
have rendered efifective aid, and in one case the teacher at Bundarra Public, by arresting arterial 
bleeding, undoubtedly saved a lad's life. 

The results of efficiency show that the teachers are as a body assiduous and competent in their 
discharge of duty. No adverse comment upon their conduct has reached me, either directly or 
indirectly. On the contrary, there is unmistakable evidence that in many cases their Influence for good 
extends far beyond the precincts of the schoolroom. 

In conclusion, the schools are sufficient in number, and convenient of access. The totfti 
accommodation provided is ample, bat additions are urgently required at some of the more important 
schools. The buildings are in fair condition, but an increased expenditure thereon will be necessaiy 
during the coming year. The results for 1899 are particularly satisfactory, being higher than any 
previously achieved. 

L. BLUMEB, 
Tamworth, 28 December, 1899. Inspector. 



ANNEX I. 

Insfectob Beavis' Report. 

Or 91 schools in operation in the Glen Innes section at the end of 1898, 89 resumed work after the 
Christmas vacation ; two of these were immediately closed ; so that the year 1899 commenced with 87 
schools effective. The Provisional Schools at Bear Hill and Querra were not reopened, the former on 
account of failure of sufficient attendance, the latter because no teacher was for some time available. 
Glen Elgin House-to-house School and the Inverell Evening School had but nominal existence ; the 
former (4 pupils) was closed on the 27th January, the latter (6 pupils) lived till the 3rd February. 
Both schoohi should have been closed in 1898. 

Very few changes of designation are to be recorded. The Yarrow Provisional School was at the 
beginning of the year promoted to Public ; and Fieldside and Querra, which last year were worked 
together as Half-time schools, have this year maintained separate existence as Provisional schools. 
The Querra school^ however, did not resume till May. 
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Ten new schools have been established, viz., 7 Provisional: Acacia (Acacia Creek Bridge), 
Airlie Brake, Arthur Seat, Cairn more (Ferndale), Leefield (Clifton Ten-mile), Poolbrook (Chain of 
Ponds), Wellington Vale ; 2 Half-time : Stainea (Glen Creek), Stannam (The Gulf) ; 1 Evening : Glen 
Innes. Altogether 100 schools have been in operation during the year, viz., 70 Public, 23 Provisional, 
4 Half-time, 1 House-to-house, 2 Evening. 

The opinion expressed in my last report that " the easier conditions under which schools may 
now be established" would result in *' a material increase in the number of schools,'' has been fully 
justified. My forecast for 1S90 has been more than realised. Not only have 10 new schools been 
added to my list, but 6 others are in immediate prospect. New schools at Homestead (Tenterfield) 
and Auburn Vale (Invercll), and the school at Bear Hill (to be re-established) are ready for opening. 
Arrangements are in progress for the establishment of schools at Conrad (Bora Creek Silver Mines), 
Beaulieu (Inverell), and Glencoe, near Ashford ; and inquiries to hand suggest the need of several 
other schools. Allowing for possible reductions by closing of schools, the effective list for next year 
should number not less than 105. 

Population in this district tends to develop new centres rather than to grow materially at existing 
ones. Consequently the school accommodation demanded is chiefly in the form of small schoolrooms. 
During the current year 7 new buildings have been provided ; existing buildings have undergone 
repair or renovation as such work became urgent ; much necessary maintenance work had for various 
reasons to be deferred. The want most strongly felt is that of residence accommodation for married 
teachers in country places. Already 13 teachers occupy rented houses, several of which are of a very 
rough type, far from comfortable, and not conveniently situated. One teacher was for over a year 
obliged to reside 10 miles from his school, anfl compass the distance every day on his bicycle. How to 
provide for teachers of small Public Schools when they marry has become indeed a difficulty. 

Omitting two schools — Glen Elgin House-to-house and Inverell Evening School, which, as 
previously mentioned, were practically non-existent — everjr school (98) was regularly inspected during 
the year. Other visits to scnools, including one ordinary inspection, were of an incidental character. 
Eighty-eight schools (90 per cent.) were up to or above the standard of general efficiency, and 10 were 
below it. 3,448 pupils (100 more than last year) were examined ; the results compare favourably with 
those of previous years. Of 399 pupils examined for exemption certificates, 287 passed (72 per cent., 
or 7 per cent, less than last year) ; 1 53 certificates were issued to pupils who passed for the first time. 
The average attendance at the schools has been a little over 70 per cent, of the enrolment. 
Child ailments (measles, scarlatina, whooping-cough, &c.) have in the same desultory fashion as for the 
past three years militated against regular attendance. 

To render school-life attractive is the aim of every earnest teacher. The means are necessarily 
varied, according to circumstances, but the object is the same. Apart from the ordinary routine of 
lessons, with perhaps a well-devised mark system and prize-giving, special outside aids in this direction, 
include the school library, cadet corps, school picnic, school concert, Christmas-tree, athletic sports, 
cricket, tennis, &c. : all theso have had their appropriate places in the work of the schools of thia 
District, and the teachers are to be commended for their voluntary services in the interests of their 
schools. Associated with athletic sports held at Inverell ^as a competitive exhibition of school- work, . 
which excited keen rivalry among local schools. 

Summary, 

The work of the year has been marked by considerable expansion, chiefly in respect of the 
number of new schools eatablislisd ; t!ie tendency is to further increase. The efficiency of existing 
schools has been well maintained. 

W. BEAVIS, 
Glen Innes, 30 December, 1899. Inspector^ 

ANNEX J. 
Inspector Parkinson's Report. 

For the last quarter of 1893 I had on my list 96 schools. Of these, Belltrees Evening School had* 
already been closed, and Therribri Half-time School and Digby House-to-house School dia not reopen. 
During this year a Half-time School has been established at Bando, in place of the Provisional School 
formerly in existence there; and six new schools have also been brought into operation— Ellerstou' 
Provisional, Gurley, Coomooma, Woolabra, and Flowerpot Half-time, and Coolanbilla House-to-house. 
I have, therefore, had supervision of 100 schools. The closing of 5 of these has been recommended ; 
but 3 new schools have already been granted, a fourth has been recommended, and inquiry has been 
made at a fifth place where a school is required. Next year, therefore, is likely to commence with 98 
schools, classified as follows : — 52 Public, 19 Provisional, 20 Half-time, and 7 House-to-house. 

At the close of last year the buildings provided accommodation for 5,707 pupils, calculated oi^ 
the usual basis of 100 cubic feet of air space for each child. The number of places has been increased 
by 257, so that there is now room for 5,964 children. The principal increases have been caused by the 
erection of 4 new buildings and the enlargement of a fifth. As the combined average attendance for 
all schools is about 3,000, it will be seen that ample accommodation exists. New buildings are in 
course of erection at Guunedah and Stewart's Brook, and a new wing, nearly doubling present accom- 
modation, at Quirindi. An enlargement has also been sanctioned at Wee Waa. There is only one 
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place in the district where a better building will then be required, viz., at West Narrabri, and local 
circumstances have prevented action from being taken there. Much has been done to keep the build- 
ings in a good state of repair, upwards of £500 having been spent in the improvement, in various ways, 
of 35 schools and 8 residences. More than £350 has also been expended in erecting 4 small schools 
and enlarging the building at CarrolL 

Each of the 100 schools in operation this year received a regular inspection ; 3 ordinary 
inspections were made, and many schools were incidentally visited. Seven schools were found to lie 
below standard, and 93 above. Only 2 schools were below standard on account of incompetent teach- 
ing ; the other 5 did not possess all the requirements of schools up to standard. The efficiency of 21 
schools w€M between 50 and 60 per cent., 58 others ranged from 60 to 70 per cent., 13 were between 
70' and 80 per cent., and 1 exceeded 80 per cent. The most efficient schools were, in order of merit, 
Quirindi ^perior, Gunnedah Superior, West Narrabri, Narrabri Boys' Superior, Boggabri, Narrabri 
Girls' Superior, Curlewis^ Timor, Wingen, Jacob and Joseph Creek, Murrunmdi, Werris Creek, 
Wallabadah, and Kilphysic. The number of pupils examined ranged from 3,390 in the principal 
subjects to 28 in French. In 11 subjects — Reading, Writing, Australian History, Object Lessons, Draw- 
ing, French, Algebra, Latin, Needlework, Drill, and Natural Science — the percentages of passes reached 
from 90 to 100 ; in six subjects — Dictation, Arithmetic, Geography, Scripture, Music, ajid Euclid— the 
percentages were from 80 to 90 ; and in three subjects — Grammar, Enzlish History, and Mensuration— 
the passes were from 70 to 80 per cenl It is pleasing to note that, although six small schools were 
opened,'and 174 more children examined in 1899 than in 1898, the efficiency of the schools, and the 
percentages of passes in the various subjects, have been well maintained. For exemption certificates 
there were 510 children examined, and 362 — 71 per cent. — were successful. Last year the passes were 
72 per cent. Of the 362 successful pupils, 159 obtained certificates at previous inspections. 

Both teachers and pupils continue to take great interest in school libraries. There are now 87 
o£ these in existence, and the aggregate number of volumes contained in them is nearly 6,000. 

At the close of the year there were 119 teachers employed, classified as follows : — 1— IB, 
10— 2A, 7—2 B, 40— 3A, 5— 3B, 5-3C, 18 ex-Pupil Teachers, 12 unclassified, and 19 Pupil- teachers. 
As usual, complaints against teachers have been rare, and the almost universal testimony of the public 
is to the effect that the teachers labour diligently, and conduct themselves in a praiseworthy maimer. 

To summarise: — 

1. 100 schools have been in operation ; 7 were below standard and 93 above. 

2. Four new schools have been erected during the year, 1 enlarged, and 35 improved and 

repaired. 
5. The buildings already afford ample accommodation for all pupils, and at four large centres 

new buildings or enlargements have been authorised. 
4. The teachers continue to work industriously, and to conduct themselves in an exemplary 

manner. 

H. PARKINSON, 
Quirindi, 28 December, 1899. Inspector. 

ANNEX K. 

District Inspkctoe McCredie's Ejeport. 

Of the 251 schools on my general list at the end of 1898, two did not reopen ; so that the past year's 
work in the Bathurst District commenced with 249 schools in operation. This number was increased 
by the establishment of 24 new schools — 10 in the Eastern, 4 in the Central, and 10 in the Western 
sections of the District. There were therefore 273 schools in operation during the whole or portion of 
the year. 

The new schools opened in the Cenl rrJ Section were Spring Terrace Public, Wimbledon and 
Summerhill Creek Provisional, and Meadow Y\ it Evening Public. 

Applications for new schools at FreiKrick near Lucknow, Tallwood near Forest Reef, and 
Wattle Hill near Sunny Corner, were declined, the educational wants of each of these localities being 
provided for by existing schools in their several neigh bouihoods. 

Alxjufe the middle of the year, the Half-time School at Fitzgerald's Valley was permanently 
closed, and the buildings removed to Wimbledon, about 3 miles distant, where there is now an 
enrolment of nearly 30 pupils. At the same time its companion school, George's Plains Half-time 
was converted into a Provisional School, and the buildings removed to a site neare r the township. 

The old school buildings at Flyer's Creek were removed to Summerhill Creek, near Orange 
(a distance of 26 miles), where a good Provisional School has been established. 

At German's Hill, near Orange, the schoolroom was converted into a weather-shed, and the 
old buildings at Cave Creek erected in its place. 

The schoolroom at Springmount was enlarged, and the weather sheds at Millthorpe were con- 
verted into a temporary classroom to provide accommodation for the increased attendance, pending 
the completion of the commodious new brick buildings in progress. 

Small school buildings were erected at Winburndale and Spring Terrace, and others will soon 
be completed at Dark Comer and Bloomfield. Action will also have to be taken at an early date to 
enlarge the school building at Barry, a small farming settlement near Blayney. 
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The Evening Public School at Meadow Flat opened in the beginning of the year was closed in 
October last through insufficient attendance, but an effort will probably be made to reopen it during, 
next year. 

A considerable sum was expended in erecting new buildings, and in improving the material con- 
dition of old ones. As in past years, the more important works were carried out under the supervision 
of the Architect and his officers. The staff of Inspectors spent over £1,778 in erecting 13 school 
buildings and one small weather-shed, and in effecting repairs and improvements to 96 schools and 26 
residences. 

The total enrolment and average attendance for the year at all schools in the District were 
15,804, and 10,051 '4 respectively, the latter being about 63^ per cent, of the former. The amounts 
received in school fees was £5,264 158. lO^d., and the arrears on 31st Septem1)er were £122 6s. 6d. 

The schoolrooms provided accommodation for 17,952 pupils (8 square feet of floor space to each), 
and for 17,834 (100 cubic feet of air space to each), the gain for the year being 678 and 663 places 
respectively. 

All schools, except 3 small ones in Forbes section closed in January, were fully inspected, and 
19 schools received an ordinary inspection. 

The standard for general efficiency was exceeded by 249 schools ; 7 others just reached it ; 
while the remaining 14, chiefly new schools, were below it. The percentage of schools up to or above 
the standard was nearly 95. In 1898 it was 94. 

There were 10,878 children present at inspection. This number exceeds the attandance in the 
previous year by 1,134, the increase being greatest in schools in the Central section, where it reached 
711. 

The proticiency statistics for the year show a slight falling off in the percentages of passes in 
Geography and Drawing, and an advance in Writing, Dictation, Arithmetic, Australian History, 
Scripture, Music, French, Algebra, Mensuration, Latin, Needlework, and Natural Science. In other 
subjects, the percentages are the same as in 1898. 

No less than 963 pupils, or 75 per cent., of 1,280 examined for exemption certificates, succeeded 
in passing the test, 551 of the number for the first time*. This is a decided improvement upon the 
results obtained in past years. 

A very successful meeting of the Bathurst Branch of the Public Schools Athletic Association 
was held on the Bathurst Cricket Ground in October. The success of the gathering was largely due 
to the zeal ^and energy of the Hon. Secretaries, the willing and cheerful co-operation of the teachers 
generally, and the interest in the movement and cordial support of the teachers of Orange, Millthorpe, 
and Blayney Public Schools, all of which were well represented numerically in the displays. 

In the competition for the Schools Challenge Shield in December, the Bathurst cad«ts were at 
last victorious over their hitherto successful rivals — the Orange cadets — who had held possession of 
the shield since 1890. In the recent contest, the Orange team secured third place. 

The returns received at the close of the year give a total of 363 teachers employed in the 
schools of the District. Of this number 232 are in charge of schools, 8 mistresses of departments, 58 
assistants, 53 pupil-teachers, and 2 work mistresses. 

J. McCREDIB, 

District Inspector. 
Bathurst, January, 1900. 

ANNEX L. 
Inspectok Thomas' Report. 

At the close of 1898 there were 87 schools on my list. Two new schools (Beargamil Provisional and 
Gilgies House-to-house) opened early in 1899 ; and Daroobalgie Provisional and Warroo Provisional, 
which had been closed for two years, were reopened ; so that I commenced the year with 91 schools in 
operation. During the year new schools opened at Corridgery, Daisy Park, Wowingragong, and 
Yamma, and old schools were reopened at Double Peak and Mayview ; while Ungarie Provisional 
and Warge Rock House-to-house were closed on account of diminished attendance ; thus the year 
closes with 95 schools in operation, and to these may be added Carlachy Tank and Marshmead, which 
will open early in the coming year. 

During the year the following applications for the establishment of new schools were received 
and dealt with : — 

Yamma Provisional... Granted; school now in operation. 

Brolgan Siding and Nelungaloo Half-time ... Provisional at Marshmead ; granted. 

Carlachy Tank Public Granted ; will open in January. 

Mogong Provisional... Declined. 

Ironbarks do do 

Brotherony do do 

Mallee Plains do do 

North Forks Public Granted. 

Akhtiar Half-time ... do 

Coates* Creek Provisional . . . Under consideration. 

Applications for the reopening of Mayview and Double Peak Provisional Schools were also 
granted. ^ 
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Settlement under the more recent provisions of the Land Acts is rapidly progressing, and I 
expect several early applications from homestead lessees and selectors in various parts of my district 
for the establishment of small schools. Leaving them out of the question, the^ educational needs of 
the district are fully satisfied by the schools now in operation or about to open. 

Every school under my supervision, with extteption of three, wa* fully inspected, and four 
received an ordinary inspection in addition. The three uninspected schools closed unexpectedly at 
the end of January, and oefore I could arrange to visit them. One of them (Green Grove Provisional) 
will reopen in January next as Half-time. 

Of the 94 fully -in spec ted schools, 88 were found to be up to, or in advance of, standard require- 
ments — ^a percentage of 93. The corresponding percentage for last year was 89, but it must be noted 
that the scale of marks was slightly remodelled this year, a higher proportion of marks being awarded 
to the three R's, while the amount of ground covered in each subject remains practically unaltered. 

The total number of pupils examined was 3,208, as against 3,009 examined in 1898. In the 
more important subjects the results were : — 

Reading 3,208 of whom 2,860 passed, or 89 per cent. 

Writing 3,166 „ 2,918 „ 92 

Arithmetic 3,097 „ 2,617 „ 81 

Dictation 2,608 „ 2,172 „ 83 

Grammar 1,087 „ 824 ,, 76 

Geography 1,087 „ 843 „ 77 

History 1,076 „ 763 „ 71 






There is practically no difference between the above percentages and those for 1898. 

The highest standard of efficiency for the year was attained by VVyalong Public, with Forbes 
Superior Public Boys' and Parkes Public next in order. 

In Public Schools under one teacher, the palm is again carried off by Yalgogrin Public, while 
Gulgo Provisional stands first among the smaller schools. 

Instruction is imparted upon approved methods, while the discipline is, in most cases, sound, 
and the organisation reasonably complete. 

Careful attention has been bestowed upon the material condition of all vested school-buildings 
and residences, and all necessary repairs and improvements have been effected. 

Under my own supervision, 6 new school-buildings have been completed during the year, and 
3 others are in course of erection. Minor repairs and improvements have been effected at 39 schools 
and residences. 

More extensive repairs, alterations, and improvements have been carried out, under the 
Architect's super\d8ion, at several of the larger school premises. 

On the whole, it may be said that all vested premises in this section of the district are in a very 
satisfactory state of repair, and that the schools provide sitting accommodation for pupils considerably 
in excess of the present enrolments. 

110 teachers of all grades are employed under my supervision, of whom 99 are teachers and 
assistants, and 11 are pupil-teachers. The usual examinations for classification and promotion were 
held in June and December. 

Summary. 

No. of schools in operation during 1899 97 

,, ,, fully inspected 94 

,, „ fully up to standard 88 

,, ,, pupils examined 3,208 

Enrolment for December quarter, 1899 4, 164 

Average attendance, December quarter, 1899 2,839 '3 

Accommodation provided (floor space) 5,948 

No. of teachers and pupil-teachers 110 

Total amount of school fees paid £1,565 12s. 9d. 

„ „ in arrear £48 3s. 3d. 

No. of free pupils, December quarter 470 

The usual statistics, upon which this report is based, have already been submitted. 

W. GEO. THOMAS, 

Forbei, 28 December, 1899. Inspector, 
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ANNEX M. 

Inspkctok McKxnzie^s Rkport. 

The schools in this section are well distribnted, fully staffed, and satisfactorily meet the requirements 
of the people. A marked feature of the section is the large number of aoaoall Half-time schools ; and it 
would be advisable, where opportunity offers, to combine two of these, and form a Full-time school on 
a central site. 

At the close of 189S there were 95 schools in operation. Of these 2 were not reopened ; and 
during the year 1899, 10 schools came into operation ; so, that, in all, 103 schools have been in operation 
during the year. It is probable, however, that several of these will not be reopened alter the 
Christmas vacation. 

New schools were established at Mount David, North Springwood, Piper's Flat, Eusdale, Jenolan 
Caves, Little River, and Thommond. Schools were reopened at Bell, Mount Wilson, and Royal's. 
Applications from Antonio Creek and Black Mount were declined ; and Mount Lawson school was 
removed to a more central site to meet the needs of the people of Taylor's Fit, who were agitating for 
a school. 

All schools were fully inspected, and 15 received an ordinary inspection. As a rule, the buildings 
are in good repair, the accommodation is sufficient, the supply of furniture and material ample, and the 
general condition of the schools satisfactory as regards organisation, discipline, and instruction. Results 
were not so high as last year, but this is owing to the number of new schools opened, and the great 
amount of sickness throughout the section. 

The gross enrolment for the year was 5,906, ar.d the average attendance 3,288, whilst seats are 
provided for 5,579 pupils, and air space for 5,347. Ample accommodation is therefore provided. 

Small school buildings were erected at Charlie's Bill, Eusdale, Megalong, and Piper's Flat. 
Repairs and improvements were effected in 41 schools and 9 residences, and further repairs are in course 
of completion in 6 schools and 5 residences. A considerable amount of work has also been carried out 
under the Chief Clerk of Works. 

With few exceptions the teachers are painstaking, zealous, and loyal ; and possess the esteem 
and good-will of parents and pupils. 

A large proportion of the schools possess libraries. Savings Banks exist in the principal schools ; 
and arboriculture receives a fair share of attention. 

In conclusion, I wish to thank Mr. District Inspector McCredie for the assistance rendered me 

with the Mountain schools, and especially for his kindness and courtesy towards the teachers and 

pupils. 

^ ^ A. D. McKENZIE, 

Blackheath, 1 January, 1900. Inspector. 

ANNEX N. 

District Inspector Johnson's Report. 

There were 259 schools in operation in this district during the year, 89 of which were in tho 
WoUongong section, under Mr. Inspector McLclland's supervision ; 74 in the Crookwell section, 
under Mr. Inspector Smith's supervision ; and 96 intheBowral section, under my own direct super- 
vision ; 190 of them ranked as Public, 24 as Provisional, 39 as Half-time, and 6 as House-to-house 
schools ; 4 small schools were opened during the year, and 3 others were closed on account of 
the attendance having fallen below the minimum required. There are 256 schools of all classes 
in the district at present, and 3 new ones will be opened early in the year. 

The schools of the district are well placed, and, with the exception of one or two growing 
localities, this part of the Colony is fully supplied with the means of education. 

The school buildings are in excellent condition, but a considerable yearly outlay is required to 
keep them so. During the year, 103 schoolrooms were repaired by the Inspectors at a total cost of 
£650 12s. 9d., and 28 teachers' residences at a cost of £223 7s. Seven new schoolrooms were erected, 
and 4 schoolrooms and 2 residences are being repaired. The schoolrooms of the district provide 
accommodation for 20,256 pupils, being an increase of 136 seats on last year. 

All the schools of the district, except 2 Half-time ones, were inspected once during the year. 
One of those not inspected was unexpectedly closed by the removal of all the pupils to neighbouring 
full-time schools, and the other is a new school opened towards the end of the year and after my 
visit to the locality— a remote one in Upper Burragorang. Of the 257 schools inspected, only 11 
failed to reach the standard ; 6 reached it, and 240 exceeded it. Last year, 17 schools out of 255 
inspected, failed to reach the standard. 

10,956 pupils were present at the examinations held during the year, being an increase of 
414 on the number examined last year. The results obtained in all subjects, except Writing, 
Needlework, and Natural Science are higher than those of 1898. In the subjects named the results 
equalled those of the preceding year. 

Tiiere are 361 teachers of all grades employed in the schools of this district. As a body they 
are industrious and of high moral character. 

Good work has been done during the year just ended, and satisfactory work may be looked for 

during the year now entered on. 

^ ^ W. H. JOHNSON, 

Bowral, January, 1900. District Inspector. 
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ANNEX O. 

Inspector McLelland's Report. 

There were some 90 echools in operation in the Wollongong section at the end of 1898. One school 
(Tullimbar) was not reoi^ened this year, and no new schools were established, so that the numbers at 
the close of the year stand thus : 

Public, 80 ; Provisional, 7 ; Half-Time, 2 ; total, 89. These schools are so distributed in a 
district practically fully settled, that few families are entirely out of reach of the means of education. 
Most of the buildings are in good general repair, and are of suitable design ; but though a con- 
siderable sum has been expended in improvements, some very necessary works have been postponed 
for lack of funds. Delay in repainting premises erected originally at g^reat cost is always unfortunate, 
because the expenditure being inevitable, only becomes heavier as time goes on. In the past few 
weeks, however, various improvements have been sanctioned, and it is to be hoped that during the 
coming year the material condition of all schools needing attention will be brought up to the desired 
standard. Large class-rooms have been completed at Sutherland and Unanderra, and similar addi- 
tions have been decided upon at Wollongong and Dapto. The total accommodation now provides 
floor space for 9,952, and air space for 9,724 pupils. Every school was fully inspected during the year. 
The Chief Inspector made ordinary inspections of Kiama and Shellharbour, and assisted mc in the 
regular inspections of Gerringong, Nowra, and Wollongong. Of the 89 schools thus inspected none 
feU actually below, and 21 were considerably above, standard requirements. In some cases, however, 
the results were so far from indicating either earnest or skilful instruction, that the teachers were 
. censured and warned that much better work would be expected of them in future. With these 
exceptions the teaching generally has been sound and thorough. Comparing the present with the 
past year, I find that the former shows a small but very uniform increase in the percentage of passes 
m almost every subject. This improvement is satisfactory, inasmuch as the year has not been a very 
favourable one for the best results. Various forms of sickness have been rather common among the 
pupils, and the average attendance has been noticeably affected. Good organisation and good dis- 
cipline continue to be pleasing features of most of the schools. There are few teachers who do not 
realise the importance and comfort of orderly procedure in the performance of their duties, and con- 
sequently they are nearly all successful in applying intelligently the regulations framed for the pur- 
pose of carrying on school work smoothly and effectively. The appearance, behaviour, and mental 
activity of the pupils while under examination almost always deserve praise. Corporal punishment 
is seldom more frequent than circumstances warrant. If all parents were fully alive to the necessity 
of strengthening the teachers' authority by a stricter control of their children's actions at home, there 
would be little or no occasion for severity in our schools. One hears a good deal of thoughtless com- 
ment at times on the behaviour of school children outside the school. The teacher is held responsible 
for every peccadillo, as though the parent's obligation ceased as soon as his child was old enough to he 
handed over to the schoolmaster. Anyone who has observed the conduct of Public School children 
at school sports' meeting must have been struck by the restraining influence exercised by teachers 
over their pupils at a time when excitement and high spirits might reasonably have excused them 
for getting a little out of hand. Yet the behaviour of the children on these occasions is always excel- 
lent. At other public functions, where the teacher is not in evidence, the same steadiness is not so 
conspicuous. 

There are 155 teachers of all ranks on my list. A few have failed, either through indolence or 
incapacity, or perhaps both, to give complete satisfaction, but of the rest it is pleasing to report that 
steady application to the work in hand is consistently maintained. 

Before concluding, I may mention one direction in which more might have been done by some 
teachers. I refer to beautifying the school grounds. A good deal remains to be done in the way of 
tree-planting, but the time ought not to be far distant when it will be possible to say that all the 
schools are embowered in shade trees. 

H. D. McLELLAND, 
Wollongong, 26 December, 1899. Inspector. 

ANNEX P. 

Inspector Smith's Report. 

At the beginning of 1899 there were only 67 schools in the Crookwell section of the Bowral district— 
29 Public, 8 Provisional, 24 Half-time, and 6 House-to-house ; but during the last quarter 74 schools 
have been in operation. The difference in number may be accounted for by the establishment of 2 
more Provisional Schools and I Half-time School in places where no school existed before, and the 
re-opening of 3 Half-time Schools which had been closed for a considerable time, and the conversion of 
1 House School into 2 Half-time Schools. When a teacher has been appointed to Meryla, near Mo£S 
Vale, 75 schools may be reckoned as the number in this section of the Bowral District. 

The material condition of a large number of school buildings has been improved during the past 
twelve months. The sum of £162 10s. 6d. was spent on the erection of three new buildings and the 
removal of two others to more central positions, and £164 9s. on necessary repairs to 21 school- 
rooms, including water supply and fencing. 
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The ornamentatiofn of the school gronnds also Teoeived some attention, although it is rather 
difficult in such a cold climate to procure trees and shrubs which will be sure to grow. A few teachers 
made gardens in front of their residences, or started them afresh. Inside the schoolrooms a stranger 
cannot but be struck with the appearance of cleanliness and order, the maps, diagrams, and public 
notices upon the tails, time-tables and programmes of lessons carefully constructed, and a sufficient 
supply of furniture and every kind of working apparatus. The records as a rule are kept with 
accuracy, and in accordance with the printed regulations. 

Every school in this section received one regular inspection, and 61 of them turned out above 
standard, 2 up to, and 11 below standard by reckoning the 4 House Schools in the same category. 
The number of pupils examined for the first time for certificates of being able to read, write, and do 
arithmetic fairly well, was 62, and the number of those who passed the examination 35. The weak 
subjects in a great many small schools were Drawing, Music, Drill, and English Grammar ; in other 
subjects the passes up to or above the standard ranged from 70 to 90 percent. 

The attendance of the pupils has been fairly regular throughout the year, notwithstanding the 
prevalence of whooping-cough and influenza, and the fact that we have in this district sexen months 
of wet wintry weather. Out of an enrolment of 1,934 children, the average daily attendance was 
1,356, or at the rate of 70 per cent, for each quarter. 

The number of teachers employed in the Crookwell section of the Bowral District at the present 
time is 64 ; there are 36 teachers with a classification, 26 unclassified, 1 pupil-teacher, and 1 work- 
mistress. Only one charge was made during the year — a very trivial one, and for want of evidence it 
had to be dismissed. It may be truthfully affirmed that the teachers, as a body of persons holding 
very responsible positions, are highly respected among all classes of the community, and the inspections 
of their schools regularly every year disclose such a zealous and faithful performance of duties that a^ 
steady progress on the right path may reasonably be expected in the future. 

JOHN LESLIE SMITH, 
Crookwell, 14 December, 1899. Inspector* 



ANNEX Q. 

District Inspectob CooPEa*s Report. 

Of the 386 schools that were on the list of the Goulbum District for the year 1898, thirteen wero 
closed on account of small attendance during 1889 ; but, on the other hand, 22 schools were either 
reopened, or were established where none formerly existed. The total number of schools in the 
distnct is now, therefore, 395, grouped in four sections, as under : — 



Section. 



SdhoolB. 



Number of Places, allowing for 
each Pupil — 



8 square 'feet 



100 cubic feet. 



Highest 

Quarterly 

Enrolment.- 



Goulbum ... 
Braidwood.. 

Bega 

Yass 

Totals 



106 
92 

115 
83 



395 



6,760 
4,795 
6,050 
4,050 



6,390 
4,174 
5,165 
3,609 



20,665 



18,328 



4,090 
3,126 
4,221 
3,112 



14,540 



It is thus evident that the total accommodation is fully up to the needs of the children enrolled. 
It may be said, too, that only in a few places, where the school population frequently changes, has 
the space afforded hy particular schools been found at all inadequate. 

Under the supervision of the Inspectors, 15 new schools have been erected. These provide the 
requisite cubic space for 384 pupils, and cost £804 8s. Id. Under like supervision, 157 schools and 29 
Tesidences have been repaired and improved, at a oost of £1,181 5s. lOd. 

The material organisation of the schools under my personal superintendence is, I know, fully 
satisfactory ; and I gather from the Inspectors* reports that, in the other sections of this district, there 
is no ground for complaint. The schools, generally, are well equipped with books and requisite 
appliances. 





Attendance and fees. 












Goulburn. 


Braidwood. 


Bega. 


Tass. 


Totals. 


Mean q uarterl v enrolment 


4,058 

12,897 

£1,174 


3,073 
2,085 
£905 


4,181 

2,936 

£1,396 


3,011 
2,073 
£959 


14,323 


Mean average attendance 

Fees received 


9,991 
£4,434 
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Comparing the enrolment and average attendance, the regularity comes oat as follows : — 



1899. 

Gonlbnm section 71 per cent. 

Braidwood „ 67 ,, 

Bega „ 70 „ 

Yass „ 68 „ 

The whole district 69 „ 



1898. 

69 per cent. 

69 

71 

67 

69 



»« 
>» 



These figures show but little change in the past two years ; and, in view of the serious inter* 
ierence with attendance caused by epidemic sickness, cannot be regarded as unsatisfactory. 

The general dicipline of the schools continues to be of a very high character, and it is pleasing 
to be able to report that resort to corporal punishment is becoming less frequent. 



Inspection. 

There were 408 schools or departments in operation during the whole of the year, or part of it 
All of these, with the exception of nine, were regularly inspected. Those not inspected were very 
small schools. Some of them were not established until a few weeks before the end of the year, and 
none of them were open when the Inspectors visited the localities in which they are situated. Of the 
uninspected schools seven are in the Goulbum and two in the Besa section. On medical adrice I 
obtained six months leave of absence from duty, dating from 13th February. During the former half 
of the year eight of the schools in Goulbum were inspected by the Chief Inspector, assisted by 
Inspectors Baiilie and Walker, and 48 other schools were inspected by Mr. Walker. The regular 
inspections held in the several sections were : — 



Section. 



Goulbum.., 
Braidwood 

Bega 

Yass 



Regular. 

101 

95 
118 

85 



Totals. 



399 



Pupila examined. 

3,120 
2,264 
3,275 
2,222 



10,881 



In the subjoined table, the general efficiency of the schools inspected is presented : — 



Section. 



Class of School. 



Above 
Standard. 



Up to 
Standard. 



Below 
Standard. 



Totals. 



Percentaee up to or 
above Standard. 



1899. 



1808. 



Goulbum , 



Braidwood. 



Sega. 



Yass. 



Public 

Provisional . 
Half-time... 

Totals 

Public 

Provisional . 
Half-time..., 

Totals 

Public 

Provisional. 
Half-time... 

Totals 

Public 

Provisional . 
Half-time.... 
Evening 

Totals 

Grand Totals 



53 


1 


• • • 


6 


1 


• • • 


38 


1 


1 


97 


3 


1 


40 


1 


• • • 


6 


• • • 


4 


34 


2 


8 


80 


3 


12 


66 


11 


• • • 


14 


3 


• • « 


23 


1 


• • • 


103 


15 


• • • 


52 


1 


1 


15 


• • • 


1 


13 


• • • 


1 


1 


• • • 


■ • • 


81 


1 


3 


361 


22 


16 



54 

7 

40 



101 



41 
10 
44 



95 



77 
17 
24 



118 



54 

16 

14 

1 



85 



399 



ICO 

100 

97 



99 



100 
60 
82 



85 



100 
JOO 
100 



100 



98 
93 
93 

100 



96 



96 



100 
100 
100 



100 



100 
72 
89 



91 



100 
100 
100 



100 



100 
94 

ICO 



98 



97 
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The proficiency of the pupils examined is exhibited hereunder : — 



Subject. 



Numbers Examined. 



1899. 



1898. 



Percentage of Passes. 



Gtoulbum. 



Braid- 
wood. 



Bega. 



Yass. 



Percentage of total 



1899. 



1898. 



Reading , 

Writing — 

On slates 

On paper 

Totals , 

Dictation 

Arithmetic — 

Simple Rules 

Compound Rules 
Higher Rules.. ., 

Totals 

Grammar 

Geography 

History — 

English 

Australian 

Scripture 

Object Lessons 

Drawing 

Music 

French 

Euclid 

Algebra 

Mensuration 

Latin 

Needlework 

Drill 

Science 



10,881 



3,970 
6,858 



10,828 



8,853 



6,228 
2,838 
1,707 



10,773 



4,589 
4,599 

4,585 

1,010 

10,739 

10,831 

10,752 

9,893 

76 

454 

141 

280 

129 

4,110 

10,791 

256 



10,772 



3,916 
6,765 



10,681 



8,686 



6,261 
2,580 
1,797 



10,638 



4,333 
4,455 

4,419 

966 

10,640 

10,730 

10,674 

9,945 

85 

478 

122 

372 

121 

3,908 

10,521 

158 



86 


95 


97 


87 


91 


86 


90 


96 


94 


92 


88 


96 


98 


98 


94 


87 


94 


97 


96 


93 


78 


79 


85 


78 


81 


83 


83 


84 


91 


84 


68 


75 


75 


90 


77 


69 


77 


86 


79 


83 


76 


80 
72 


82 


89 


81 


75 


89 


74 


78 


80 


80 


89 


75 


82 


66 


68 


87 


64 


72 


76 


89 


82 


63 


78 


77 


76 


89 


63 


77 


84 


80 


89 


91 


86 


81 


91 


92 


92 


88 


82 


76 


88 


54 


75 


84 


100 


83 


100 


86 


80 


83 


71 


95 


79 


76 


97 


63 


100 


80 


71 


78 


72 


90 


74 


74 


94 


61 


100 


77 


95 


94 


99 


100 


97 


82 


89 


89 


83 


86 


97 


89 


89 


» • • 


93 



92 



93 
94 



94 



77 



87 
79 

82 



84 



81 

82 

75 
76 
81 
91 
91 
78 
97 
91 
81 
75 
90 
97 
88 
89 



The new series of Reading Books, published by Messrs. W. Brooks and Co. , have been in use 
throughout the district during the year. The lessons are well graded and instructive, and the 
pictures with which they are illustrated help to render them interesting to the pupils. These books 
appear to be admirably adapted for the purpose for which they were compiled. The new standard 
of proficiency seems to be acceptable to the teachers, and if one of its effects should be to render 
the teaching less mechanical and more practical, less calculated to exercise the mere memory, and 
more conducive to the training of the senses and development of the reasoning faculties, it will 
prove a great boon to the children. 



Exemption Cei'tificatcs. 

Tliere were 1,462 pupils subjected to the examination prescribed for exemption certificates, of 
whom 1,039 passed. Of those who were successful, 573 passed for the first time, the others having 
gained these certificates in former years. It is estimated that not fewer than 500 cliildren were still 
enrolled in the schools, although not all present at the inspections, who had already obtained 
exemption certificates. As pointed out in former reports, it is, I think, a gratifying fact that so 
large a proportion of the advanced pupils remain at school after they thus become free from compul- 
sory attendance. 

Cookery Class, 

The Cookery Class, conducted by Miss Rankin in 1898, was continued until June last. The 
pupils, 60 in number, were examined under the superintendence of a committee of ladies, and 
acquitted themselves very creditably. 
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Science Cltus and Manual Training. 

The pupils in the Fifth Class in the three Goulburn Superior Schools, have, as formerly, 
attended the local Technical College for instruction in science. For 1^99, Mr. Sach, the Resident 
Master, selected Geology as the subject for study, and the interesting lectures given by him have 

proved very attractive and beneficial. The results of a written examination held in November are 
very satisfactory, and show that the pupils have profited bv Mr. Sach's lectures, and the painstaking 
work of their regular teachers. The Public Schools Manual Training Class, under the charge of Mr. 
T. A. Wilkie, has continued to be popular, so that there has been no difficulty in keeping up t^e Ml 
•oomplement of pupils — 55. 

Athletic Aaaociatum. 

The interest shown in the Association in 1897 and 1898 increased during 1899 ; and, on the 6th 
•October last, a sports meeting was held in the local Show Grounds which attracted a large number of 
entries from the pupils of the city and neighbouring schools, including the Crookwell Public School. 
•The meeting was well attended by the public, and the results, in respect to the manner in which the 
different events were contested, the efficient and self -denying work of the officials of the Association, 
-and the monetary profits, were very gratifying. 

Teachera. 

There were 406 teachers of all ranks employed in the district at the end of the year. These 
were : — 

Principal Teachers 324 

Mistresses of Departments 8 

Assistant Teachers 30 

Pupil-teachers 44 

All the mistresses of departments, and 242 of the principal teachers, are classified. Of the 82 
unclassified teachers, 48 have served as pupil-teachers. All the assistants, with the exception of two 
who were trained as pupil-teachers, hold certificates of classification. Most of the unclassified teachers 
who have had no experience as pupil-teachers, entered the Service in 1899, under the new arrange- 
ments for providing teachers for small schools. As a body, the teachers of the district are well- 
conducted, skilful, and zealous. 

Summary, 

The general results of the year's work may be regarded as satisfactory, and the outlook fcr 
1900 is encouraging. 

D. J. COOPER, 
Goulburn, 3 January, 1900. * District Inspector. 

ANNEX R. 

Inspector Baillie's Report. 

At the close of the year 1899 the schools in the Braidwood section of the Goulburn District numbered 
92, viz., 41 Public, 9 Provisional, and 42 Half-time. 

At the beginning of the year, 90 schools were in operation, 3 of which have been closed through 
insufficient attendance, viz. , Shellgrove and Virginia Half-time, and Ingebyra Provisional ; Bnnyan 
Provisional has not been working since April. 

Schools were established at Ijong Flat and Umeralla River — the former a Public and the latter 
a Half-time. 

Kalkite Half-time was reopened and worked with Middling Bank ; and Yarrangobilly Provi- 
sional was transferred from the Wagga District to this section of the Goulburn District. 

Thirty-five schoolrooms were repaired at a cost of £196 15s. 3d., and 4 teachers' residences at a 
cost of £55 5s. 2^1^ 

The teachers' residences at Adaminaby and Umeralla Siding are undergoing repairs at an outlay 
of £74 5s., and improvements are being effected at Araluen West and Gooma Superior Schools ; outlay, 
£25 9s. 

A tender has been accepted for £69 19s. lOd. to erect a new school building at Carrowan, to 
replace the old dilapidated building now used as a school. The Public School at Aralnen West ww 
enlarged by an additional 10 feet to the length. 

The accommodation at end of 1899 provided floor space, allowing 8 square feet to each child, 
for 4,796 pupils ; and cubic space, allowing 100 cubic feet to each child, for 4,174 pupils — being an 
increase from last year of 56 and 59 places respectively. 

The schools are well distributed, the accommodation ample, and the material condition very 
fair. 

On the whole, the Public School buildings are suitable, well ventilated, and in good repair ; and 
the Provisional are fairly neat and comfortable. Several of the Half-time school buildings were 
originally erected for Public Schools ; but, owing to diminished attendance, have been reduced to Hall- 
time Schools. Others have been erected by the residents, who, on account of adverse circumstances, 
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have been unable to erect other than rough buildings, imperfectly ventilated and badly lighted. How- 
ever, I am pleased to remark that considerable improvements have been effected, and that the comfort 
of both pupils and teachers has received consideration. 

The enrolment and average attendance are slightly less for each quarter than for similar quarters 
of last year. The diminished attendance has been caused principally by sickness, such as measles, 
whooping-cough, diphtheria, etc. Whole families were prevented from school attendance for months 
because one of the family suffered from the effects of one of the complaints named. 

The number of pupils on the rolls for the year was 3,885. Of this number 424 attended some 
other school during some portion of the year. Free education was granted to 668 pupils. 

All the schools in operation, i.e., 95, received a regular inspection, 1 an ordinary, and several, 
as opportunities offered, incidental inspections. Eighty schools were above standard, 3 up to, and 12 
below. In 9 of the schools below standard there was no third class, owing mainly to insufficient time 
having elapsed since the schools were established to work the pupils up to third-class standard ; other- 
wise the attainments of the pupils in these schools were very satisfactory, and the average proficiency 
above standard requirements for first and second classes. 

298 pupils were examined for exemption certificates, of which 224 passed the necessary test, or 
a percentage of 75, being an increase of 1 1 per cent, over last year. 

The general efficiency of the schools show good, steady progress, and a marked improvement 
upon last year's work. 

The discipline is firm, mild, and sympathetic ; the pupils are orderly, well trained, self-reliant, 
intelligent and respectful ; and the organisation and management of the schools highly pleasing and 
gratifying. 

The teachers as a body are earnest and zealous in the discharge of their duties, and, with few 
exceptions, take a deep and lively interest in their work, and do their utmost to stand in high esti- 
mation both with the Department and the public. 

ClassiJicaUon of Teaching Staff. 

Class 1 B 2 

„ 2 A 5 

„ 2 B 3 

„ 3 A 38 

„ 3 B 6 

„ 3 C 4 

Unclassified (maj ority served as Pupil- teachers) 20 

Pupil-teachers 10 

Total of all grades 88 

Very creditable work has been done during the year, and the prospects for 1900 are good. 

J. W. W. BAILLIE, 
Braid wood, 29 December, 1899. Inspector. 



ANNEX S. 

Inspector Sheehy's Report. 

The destruction by fire of the building at Godfrey's Creek reduced the number of schools with which 
the year's work commenced to 82. In the course of the June quarter the Half-time Schools at 
Broughtonsworth and Smelley's Lagoon were closed on account of small attendance. Garangula 
Public and Mount joy Provisional were reduced to Half-time rank, and Five-mile Creek and 
Tumorrama Provisional were converted into Public Schools. 

In August the Provisional School at Godfrey's Creek was reopened, a new building having been 
erected. In the following month two new schools. Wee Jasper Provisional and Demondrille Junction 
Evening Public, were opened. At the end of the year there were 83 schools under my supervision, 
viz., 54 Public, 16 Provisional, 12 Half-time, and 1 Evening Public. 

Applications for new schools in the following localities were received and dealt with : — 



Locality. 


Kind of School applied for. 


Besult. 


Back Station Creek 


Provisional 


Declined. 


Bala 




Granted. 


Bonsongo 


>> •■•• • •..«.. 


Granted conditionally. 


Keno 


Public 


Granted. 


Kan£:iara Creek 


Half-time ..^ 




Eosehill 




Granted conditionally. 




>> .»...•... ,* ..I..! 





An application for the establishment of a Provisional School at Bondo, which was under con- 
sideration at the close of 1898, was declined. 
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There were 85 schools in operation daring the whole or some part of the year. All received a 
regular inspection, and two an ordinary or second inspection. Three schools were below the standard 
(50 per cent, of possible marks), 1 school was up to, and 81 were above its requirements. In 38 
schools there was improved efficiency, in 18 the results were the same as at last inspection, and in 27 
they showed a retrogression. 

The organisation is on the whole satisfactory. The schoolrooms and premises are, generally 
speaking, clean and tidy, and the records properly kept. With few exceptions the programmes are 
suitably constructed, but the time-tables require, in several cases, more care and skill in their 
compilation. 

The discipline continues to be of a pleasing character. 

There are 87 teachers of all ranks employed in this section, viz., 51 males and 36 females ; 75 
are in charge of schools, 6 arc assistants, and 6 are pupil-teachers. Of the former 23 are unclassified, 
but 15 served as pupil-teachcrs. 

The teachers as a body have worked faithfully and earnestly during the year. It is to be 
regretted, however, that some do not take sufficient care to furnish correct and complete returns 
punctually. It is very important that they should do so, as negligence in this respect causes much 
inconvenience, especially at the end of the year. 

Proficiency, 

The subjects taught, number of pupils examined, number who passed, and percentages, are given 
in the table hereunder : — 



Subjects. 



Number 
Examined. 



Number 
l*a8seJ. 



Percentag^es. 



1309. 



1888. 



Reading 

Writing 

Dictation 

Arithmetic 

Grammar , 

Geography 

History — English .. 
,, Australian 

Scripture 

Object Lessons ... . 

Drawing 

Music 

French 

Euclid 

Algebra 

Mensuration 

Latin 

Needlework 

Drill 



2,222 

2,166 

1,893 

2,170 

d73 

981 

976 

201 

2,217 

2,217 

2,132 

2,217 

3 

66 

18 

20 

11 

896 

2,217 



1,940 

2,097 

1,478 

1,941 

725 

744 

627 

128 

1,399 

2,017 

1,960 

1,206 

3 

63 

18 

18 

11 

896 

1,842 



87-3 
96-8 
78-0 
89-4 
74-5 
75-8 
64-2 
63-6 
63 1 
90-9 
91 9 
54-4 

100-0 
95-4 

100 
90 

100-0 

100-0 
83 



81-8 
96-7 
72 1 
84-5 
57-2 
58-5 
56*8 
81-7 
62 3 
89-7 
88-7 
530 
1000 
100-0 
43-7 
60-0 
100-0 
99-3 
82-8 



The results in 10 subjects are higher, and in 3 are lower than those for last year. In the 
remaining subjects there is no variation. 

The number of pupils who were examined for exemption certificates was 281. Of these 192 
passed, and 128 gained certificates for the first time. 

A ccommodation. 

In the course of the year 101 seats (reckoned at 100 cubic feet of air space for each pupil) were 
lost by the closing of two schools and the giving up of two old buildings. Eighty-one places, however, 
were provided by the erection of three new schoolrooms. Hence, as the number of seats at the end of 
1898 was 3,621, the present sitting accommodation is 3,609 places. 

Information in regard to the new buildings erected is furnished below : — 



SchooL 


Ckwt 


Places at 8 

square feet 

of floor 

space. 


Places at 

100 cubic 

feet of air 

space. 


Supervised by 


Remarks. 


Edgerton Half-time 

• 
G odf rey *8 Greek Provisional 

Wee Jasper Provisional 


£ s. d. 
18 18 

69 15 

92 


29 
42 
42 


21 
34 
34 


Inspector 

99 


Erected with old ma- 
terials to replace non- 
vested building. 

Erected in place of 
buildingdestroyed by 
fire. 

Erected where no school 




existed before. 
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Repairs and improvoments to 54 schools and 6 teachers' residences have been carried out undc r 
my supervision during the year. The total coitt was £415 2s. 6d. Repiirs to 12 schools and 2 
residences are in progress, and will cost £46 7s. 9d. 

School buildings are in course of erection at Reno and Kangiara Creek. The contract prices of 
these amount to £194. 

Under the supervision of the Chief Clerk of Works, additions have been made to the teacher's 
residence at Rye Park, and gas has been laid on to the residence at Yass. 

Summary, 

All schools received a regular inspection, and 95 per cent, .were above the standard. Two now 
schools have been opened ; the establishment of five others has been sanctioned. Three new buildings 
have been erected, and two more are nearly completed. The means of education are well distributed, 
and the prospects for 1900 are good. 

P. F. SHEEHY, 
Yass, 1 January, 1900. Inspector. 

AN-NEX T. 

Inspector Durie's Report. 

There were 111 schools in existence in the Bega section of the Qoulburn District at the close of 
1893, made up of 75 Public, 14 Provisional, and 22 Half-time School:^. During 1899 six schools were 
permanently closed, viz., Dignam's Creek, Glen view and Pericoe Provisional, and Glen Allen, Curry 
Flat, and Glenbog Half-time. Tea new schools were opened in the year, viz., Wallaga Lake Public, 
Bimbimbie, One-tree Hill, Sane's Corner, Sune's Creek, Tombong, and Wagonga Provisional, and Kiah, 
NuUica, and Muskgrove Half-time. The following schools were raised from Provisional to Public : — 
Oakvale and Quinburra. The year, 1899, therefore, closes with 115 schools, made up of — 

Public 78 

Provisional 15 

Half-time 22 

Total 115 

The following table shows the attendance in all schools for the years 1898 and 1899 : — 



Quarter. 


Enrolment. 


Averas^o Attendance. 


Percentage. 


1393. 


1899. 


1898. 


13j9. 


1893. 


1S99. 


March 


4,155 
4,244 
4,175 
4,153 


4.117 
4,221 
4,211 
4,167 


2,928-5 
3,001-8 
3,121- 
2,898-9 


2,920 3 
2,922 2 
2.907-2 
2,995-8 


70-4 
70-7 
74-7 
69-8 


70-9 


June , 


69 2 


September 


69- 


December 


71-8 



The average attendance for the year is slightly over 70 per cent, of the enrolment. Considering 
the many causes that interfere with the regular attendance of the pupils, this average should bo 
deemed very satisfactory. 

With the exception of two, all the schools in existence during 1899 were regularly inspected. 
One of those not inspected (Wapenga Public) was closed in November by the removal of the teacher, 
and not reopened. I had not been able to arrange to Inspect it before its closing. The other school 
(Muskgrove Half-time) was not opened until late in November, and its companion school at llockton 
is not yet in operation, but will be so in January next. Bemboka Public School was inspected twice 
by Mr. Inspector Walker. It will thus be seen that of the 120 schooh in operation during the year 
118 received a regular inspection, and one of these was inspected twice. 

The following table shows a comparison of the etficiency of the schools inspected in 189S 
and 1899 :— 



School. 



Public 

Provisional 
Half-Time 
All 



Below Standard. 



1898. 



per cent. 



1899. 



per cent. 



Up to Standard. 



1838. 



per cent. 
18 



12 



1899. 



per cent. 

14 

17 

4 

13 



Abovo Standard. 



1893. 



per cent. 

82 
100 
100 

88 



1809. 



per cent. 
86 
83 
96 
87 
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No school was below standard, while 13 per cent, were up to and 87 per cent, above standard. 
For exemption certificates 410 pupUs were examined ; of these 347 passed the test, and 194 of these 
obtained certificates for the first time. 

Daring the year 7 new school buildings were erected. One of these (Pericoe Provisional) 
replaced the old building, which was burnt down in January. Forty-two school-rooms and 13 teachers' 
residences were repaired, and 3 weathersheds were erected. These works cost £787 14s. 7d. At the 
close of the year 1 school-room is being enlarged, 3 school-rooms and 1 residence are undergoing repair, 
and a weathershed is in course of erection. 

At the close of the year there were employed in the various schools under my supervision 118 
teachers of the following grades : — 



Class IB 

IIA 

IIB 


1 

q 

13 


IIIA 

IIIB 

IIIC 

Unclassified 


46 

13 

6 

22 


Total 


110 



Pnpil-teachers. 

Class I 

II 

III 

IV 



3 
1 
1 
3 



Total 8 

Grand Total 118 

In conclusion, I have to state that the number of schools in this section is steadily increasing ; 
the efficiency is well maintained ; the number of schools, with those whose establishment has been 
sanctioned, is ample for the requirements of the section ; and the outlook for 1900 is encouraging. 

P. DURIE, 

Inspector. 
Bega, 26 December, 1899. 



ANNEX U. 

District Inspector Lobban's Report. 

At the beginning of 1899 there were 107 schools or departments in operation in the Grafton section; 
116 in the Port Macquarie section ; and 100 in the Lismore section ; total, 323. 

At the close of the year the numbers were : — Grafton, 107 ; Port Macquarie, 118 ; and Lismore, 
103 ; total, 328. 

In the Grafton section 3 new schools were established, but 3 others were closed ; 4 were 
established in the Port Macquarie section, and 2 were closed ; while 5 were opened in the Lismore 
section, and 2 were closed. The net increase for the year was 5 schools. 

In order to meet requirements as they occurred, much time was taken up by the Inspectors in 
each section in preparing plans and specifications for new buildings, and additions and repairs to old 
ones. The total expenditure on completed works in the Grafton section, under inspectorial super. 
vision, was £1,665 12s. 9d. ; Port Macquarie section, £1,911 10s.4d. ; and Lismore section, £2,013 16s. 
8d. ; total, £5,590 19s. 9d. In addition to this amount a considerable sum was expended in the Port 
Macquarie and Lismore sections on new works completed under the Architect's supervision. Besides 
the finished works supervised by the Inspectors, other works are in progress, which, when completed, 
will cost, in the Grafton section, £563 15s. ; in the Port Macquarie section, £1,658 15s. 6d.; and in the 
Lismore section, £1,432 Is. 9d. ; total, £3,654 12s. 3d. 

Seating accommodation was provided at the beginning of 1899 — floor-space and air-space 
respectively— for 6,631 and 6,634 pupils in the Grafton section ; 7,300 and 7,243 in the Port Macquarie 
section ; and 6,242 and 6,160 in the Lismore section ; total, 20,173 and 20,037. At the close of the 
year it had increased in the Grafton section to 6,797 and 6,791 respectively ; in the Port Macquarie 
section to 7,528 and 7,461 ; and in the Lismore section to 6,581 and 6,507 ; total, 20,906 and 20,759-a 
net increase of 733 and 722 respectively. 

During some portion of the year there were 1 10 schools (or departments) in operation in the 
Grafton section. All received a regular inspection, and one of them an ordinary inspection also. 
There were 120 schools in operation in the Port Macquarie section, and 115 of them received a regular 
inspection ; 5 were not inspected. In Lismore section 105 schools (or departments) were in operation; 
103 of them were inspected, and 2 were not inspected. Thus, in the whole district, 335 schools (or 
departments) were in operation during some part of the year ; 328 of them received a regular inspec- 
tion, and 7 were not inspected, through circumstances beyond the Inspector's control. 

In the Grafton section 2 schools were below and 108 were above the standard ; in the Port 
Macquarie section 5 were below and and 1 10 above the standard ; while in the Lismore section none 
were below, 2 were up to, and 103 above the standard. In the whole district 7 were below, 2 up to, 
and 319 above the standard. The pupils examined in the Grafton section numbered 4,139; in the 
Lismore section, 4,330 ; and in the Port Macquarie section, 4,010; total, 12,479. This is an increase 
of 189 upon the previous year's inspection, although 7 schools were not inspected. 
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The difference in the percentage of passes in the three sections, as given below, is somewhat 
striking. In Reading, Writing, and Arithmetic the lowest results are obtained in the Fort Maoquarie 
section : — 



Subjects. 



Grafton. 


Port Macquarie. 


Lismore. 


93 


79 


91 


91 


77 


91 


91 


87 


82 


73 


70 


74 


79 


72 


75 


81 


81 


75 


78 


71 


71 


79 


73 


81 


78 


74 


77 


81 


79 


83 


78 


74 


83 


82 


75 


83 


88 


81 


70 


77 


69 


77 


93 


79 


58 


71 


70 


63 


93 


79 


70 


88 


80 


88 


87 


72 


85 


95 


85 


90 



District. 



Reading 

Writing 

Dictation 

Arithmetic 

Grammar 

Geography 

English History... 
Australian History 

Scripture 

Obj ect Lessons 

Drawing 

Music 

French 

Euclid 

Algebra 

Mensuration 

Latin 

Needlework 

Drill 

Seienee 



88 
86 
86 
72 
75 
79 
73 
77 
76 
80 
79 
80 
81 
71 
77 
69 
80 
86 
81 
89 



In many schools throughout the district a very high standard is reached. Latin, Euclid, 
Algebra are taught with marked success in the Grafton Superior Public School ; while in the ordinary 
subjects solid proticiency is attained. Considerable improvement in the results of the examination for 
certificates is noted, and a much higher percentage of passes is recorded. 

The general organisation of the schools continues to merit the higher mark given in previous 
years. The buildings are nearly all in very good order. The wall documents and maps are neatly 
arranged. The teaching appliances are ample and good ; and a cheerful tone pervades the school- 
rooms. 

The discipline aims at securing not only quiet and good behaviour in school, but a becoming 
deportment at all times. The pupils everywhere are clean in person and neatly and comfortably clad. 
They are subdued and respectful in demeanour ; and they evince considerable industry and self* 
reliance. 

The instruction is imparted by modern methods ; and in the better schools all the lessons are 
carefully prepared. The small schools in the remote bush are often models of neatness, and, in point 
of efficiency, compare favourably with many more pretentious institutions. The pupil-teachers who 
completed their course before appointment do excellent work in these small schools. The Chief 
Inspector was enabled to visit the northern portion of the District during the year ; and inspected 
schools on the Tweed, Richmond, and Clarence. The Deputy Chief Inspector also made a short visit 
to the Clarence and Richmond on official business. 

The attendance during the first half of the year was reduced by wet weather, and a good deal 
of sickness prevailed in the latter half ; so that no marked improvement in the average attendance can 
be reported. Although a great many pupils failed to make up the statutory attendance, yet only in a 
very few cases was it deemed necessary to resort to legal action. It has been my experience to note 
that most parents are anxious to send their children to school ; and, when the teacher is popular, they 
make sacrifices to send them every day. 

The list of free pupils continues to be comparatively large ; but it is expected that, with the 
better times now upon us, the numbers needing free education will decrease. 

The cadet movement is not widespread, the principal centres of action being Grafton and 
Lismore, where fairly strong corps are enrolled. The advantage of a thorough course of drill cannot 
be over-estimated ; and it is to be regretted that in country districts so little can be done at most 
schools. 

In all parts of the District Athletic Associations exist, and the annual gatherings are very 
popular with the children and their parents ; and they are well patronised by the public. Swimming 
classes have been formed in connection with some schools in the Grafton section, and good results 
have been achieved at Grafton and Coff's Harbour. 

The School Banks make fair progress. A few of them have been closed through lack of support, 
but the majority are thriving. In the Grafton Superior Public School there were at the end of the 
year 246 depositors, with £102 2s. lid. at their credit. 

Cookery classes were not in operation in any of the schools during the year. 
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There are 307 teachers, 4 mistresses, 1 work -mistress, and 75 pupil-teachers employed in the 
District, and nearly all of them deserve to be spoken of in the highest terms of praise. Most of the 
teachers are worthy of the honourable positions they occupy, and, by their irreproachable lives and 
neighbourly conduct, win the respect and esteem of the parents whose children they teach. The pupil- 
teachers deserve unstinted praise for their industry as teachers and their diligence as pupils. Only 
one failed at the annual examination. 

Reviewing the year's operations, one feels that in some cases better work could have been done ; 
but, taken as a whole, the results have been very satisfactory, and the outlook for the future is hope- 
inspiring, 

A. LOBBAN, 
Grafton, 10 January, 1900. District Inspector. 

ANNEX V. 

Inspector Wright's Report. 

OxE school in operation at the end of 1898 did not reopen in 1899, so that this year commenced with 
116 schools. Two (Hatch and Moparrabah) that had previously been closed were reopened, and two 
new schools were established, viz., Nalla and Talarm Half-time ; so that there were 120 schools in 
operation during some portion of the year. Two Half-time Schools (Rolland's Plains and Wauchope 
Half-time) wore closed ; so that there are now 118 schools in operation, classified as follows : — 

Public 84 

Provisional 14 

Half-time ... ... ... .. ... 20 

Four new Provisional Schools will be opened early in 1900, viz., Bappin, Kindee, Tamban, and 
Uralgurra ; and as the expansion of the dairying industry is bringing more families to the district, 
and causing closer settlement, it is likely that a number of small schools will be required in the near 
future. 

Buildings, OrouiuU, dbc. 

The condition of the buildings has received very careful consideration during the year. Under 
the Architect, many of the larger buildings have boon repaired, wliilo under my own supervision 
9 school buildings and 1 residence have been erected, 44 schools and 14 residences repaired, and other 
works executed, at a total cost of £2,355 16s. 4d. ; and at the present time I have works in progress 
which will entail a further expenditure of £974 9s. Od. In a few instances the furniture is 
old-fashioned and somewhat dilapidated, and the supply of apparatus is scanty ; but, as a whole, the 
schools are well provided with modem and suitable furniture and apparatus. 

Nearly all the school sites present a neat and well-ordered appearance, and in many instances 
time and labour have been freely bestowed in beautifying the grounds. The teachers of the following 
schools are deserving of the highest commendation for their work in this respect :— Oxley Island, 
Euroka, Mitchell Island, antl Cedar Party Creek, 

Accom mod at ion. 




has 

beini 

for the year have been as follows : — 

Enrolment. Attendance. 

First Quarter 5,395 ... 4,045*8 

Second ,, 5,469 ... 3,933*3 

Third „ 5,611 ... 3,4148 

Fourth ,, 5,366 ... 3,913-4 

So that adequate provision for the requirements of the district has been made. Of course, in some 
places, where the population has rapidly increased, more room is needed ; but very few of such cases 
now exist. 

Inspection. 

Of the 120 schools open during the year, 5 were not inspected, viz., Thone Creek Provisional, 
Blackbird Flat and Brock's Flat Half-time, and Holland's Plains and Wauchope Half-time. The two 
last-named closed early in the year, before I could reach them, and the others were not inspected 
owing to (a) the delays caused by the heavy rains and floods experienced during the third quarter of 
the year, and [h) the outbreak of an epidemic of whooping-cough at Blackbird Flat, which rendered 
the school there almost inoperative during the last quarter. 

Of the 115 schools inspected, 110 (95 "6 per cent.) were above and 5 (4*4 per cent.) below 
standard requirements. Last year only 91*4 per cent, of the schools inspected satisfied the require- 
ments of the standard, so that a decided improvement (4*2 per cent.) is shown. Very little fault is to 
be found with the organisation and discipline generally, and the attainments speak well for the ability 
and assiduity of the teachers as a whole. 



I 



Meport of the Minister of Public Jnatruction, 



145 



Future Prospects, 

I look forward confidently to very successful work in the future. As a body, the teachers are 
capable and earnest, the schools are in good working order, the material condition of the buildings is 
good, and there is every prospect of a continuance of the creditable work which has been done. 



Port Macquaiie, 3 January, 1900. 



S. WRIGHT, 

Inspector. 



ANNEX W. 



Inspector Board's Eeport. 



In the Lismore section, during the past twelve months, 105 schools have been in operation, comprising 
85 Public, 16 Provisional and 4 Half-time schools. Two schools— Cave Point and Riley — have been 
closed during the year owing to insufficient attendance ; while 5 new schools — Jiggi, Crabbe's Creek, 
Goonengerry, Opossum Creek and Pretty Gully — have been opened. The increase of settlement, 
which has been a marked feature of the district in recent years, is still continuing ; and in order to 
keep pace with it, the establishment of five new schools at Terranora, Mooyabil, Durrumbul, Bora 
Eidge, and Tygalgah has been decided upon, and these will come into operation early in the coming 
year, when the necessary buildings are completed. The school enrolments in this section for some 
years past have shown a regular yearly increase of 5 per cent. ; and as this rate of growth is likely to 
be maintained for some time, it will need to be met partly by the establishment of new schools, but 
more especially by the enlargement of several existing buildings. 

The maximum quarterly enrolment for the past year has been 5,725, aad the highest quarterly 
average attendance 4,120. Existing school buildings provide accommodation for 6,507 pupils. It has 
been found necessary to make additions to 10 school buildings, of which 7 have been completed, and 
the remainder will be ready for occupation during the coming quarter. An expenditure larger than 
usual has been found necessary in order to keep existing buildings in good condition and to provide for 
increasing requirements. The outlay under the Inspector's supervision upon 4 new school buildings, 
6 additions, 2 residences, and general repairs, has amounted to £2,013 16s. 8d., while similar work now 
in progress involves a further expenditure of £1,432 Is. 9d. In addition, contracts have been carried 
out under the Architect's supervision at a cost of £1,346 18s. Sd. Some buildings are still in need of 
repair, and will receive attention early in the new year. On the whole, the school premises throughout 
the District are in very fair condition, are suitably furnished, and are provided with the requisite 
material for the teachers' work. 

Two schools were not inspected during the past year ; one of them was closed soon after the last 
Christmas vacation, and the other was closed in compliance with the Public Health Act during the 
last six weeks of the year, when it should in the ordinary course have been inspected. The remaming 
103 schools received a regular inspection, five of them from the Chief Inspector, who visited the 
District during the year. The result^ of inspection show that the efficiency of the schools has been 
well maintained. A comparison with the proficiency results of last year shows an advance of 2 per 
cent, in the passes in Reading, Dictation, and History ; while in Writing, Arithmetic, Grammar arid 
Geography the results are practically the same as those of last year. The number of pupils examined 
for exemption certificates during the year was 553 ; of these 339, or 61 per cent., passed, and to 222 of 
them, who passed for the first time, certificates were issued. 

The management of the schools is in the hands of 136 teachers, comprising 99 principal teachers, 
2 mistresses, 12 assistants and 23 pupil- teachers. Both for the manner in which they discharge the 
duties of their office, and for their personal influence, the teachers are generally appreciated and re- 
spected in the localities in which they labour. 

P. BOARD, 
Lismore, 26 December, 1899. Inspector. 

ANNEX X. 

District Inspector T. Dwter's Report. 

The number of schools in operation in the Maitland District during some portion of the year 1899 is 
given hereunder : — 





Maitland 
Section. 


Newcastle 
Section. 


Dunffoir 
Section. 


Total. 


Public Schools 


73 

11 

4 


58 
1 


70 
14 
23 


201 


Provisional Schools 

Half-time Schools 


26 
27 


House-to-house Schools 






E veninir Public Schools 


1 


3 




4 








Total 


89 


62 


107 


258 



\ 
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In the Maitland section, the Half-time Schools at Bouchel Vale and Bavensworth North were 
adtunoed to. fQli^time rank at the beginning of the ye^r, and Jbheir names were changed to Segenhoe 
and Teralawn respeotivelyi 

New Provisional School buildings were opened at Gondal in January and at Stockrington in 
May. A small schoolroom (Public) was erected and opened at Marshwood, to replace an old and 
unsuitable non- vested building. The Provisional School at Rock view was shifted during the first half 
of the year to a more central site. 

The residents of Upper Baerami Creek offered to erect a small schoolroom on a Crown land site 
if the Department would accept their offer. That offer was accepted, but the building is not yet 
completed. An application for the establishment of a Provisional School at Kerrabee has been ac- 
ceded to. 

Another application for a Provisional School at Dunn-s Creek, between lona • and the PatezsoDy . 
awaits my .report. 

The -sum of £637 168^ 2il. was expended under my supervision in the erection .of 3 new school-' 
rooms and improving 46 school buildings and 24 residences. 

New sdiool premises and a teacher's residence, all brick buildings, of a auperior chacacterj were, 
erected at Branxton, under the Architect, and were officially opened in July. 

A new schoolroom (brick) for girls is in course of erection in connection with- the Superior PabUo 
School, West Maitland, and the old buildings are being partially repairedk. A newclass^roooLat. 
Homevilleia nearly completed. 

The sum of £1;411 198. 2d. waa expanded by the Inapector of the Maitbind diairict during; the- 
year in improving 149 schools and residences. 

The number of schools in operation at the close of 1899 was : — > 

201 Public Sehools and Departments. 
20 Provisional. 
27 Half-time. 

House-tO'house. 

3 JSveniug Public. 



Total 



267 



The. Evening Public School at Morpeth was closed at the end of the- first .half-year. Rxisting 
schools are centrally situated and afford adequate space for more than the highest average) attendaBoe- 
during any p^irt of the year. The total floor space for 1899 for the whole district was 26,949, and the 
total cubical spaces for the same. period 28,638, against 26^287 and 27,826 respectively for 1898. 

The organisation and diecipline of the schools continue to improve, and are on the whole yeTJ^ 
satisfactory. Corporal punishment is not so frequently resorted'to as in past years, and several schocds > 
ace disciplined without its aid at ali. Of these schools the most important is Singleton Girls'. In regard 
to the instruction of the pupils, it may be stated that in nearly all schools the teachers oacef uUy pre* 
paced their work, and although in some the methods were defective, . satisfactory reaulta wire 
produced owing to the energy of the teacher. 



The work of inspection for the year is shown hereunder : — 



Section. 


Schools in 
operation. 


Ri^rular 
inspections. 


Ordinary 
inspections. 


No. of pupils 
examined. 


• 

Maitland 


89 

62 

107 


89 

61 

ie4' 


• • • • • 

4 
13 


4,860 • 
10,727 
2,745 


Newcastle 

Pungog 


O O -■••••••■••••• p ••••••.••• J •• i i . i .....,,.,.. , ...... 


Total 


258 


254 


17 


18,322 . 





Of the.89.schQola. in Maitland section, every one had a regular inspection. One Evening Public 
School in Newcastle section was not inspected, and three small schools in Dungog did not receive 
regular inspection, as they were cldsed on account of small attendance before the Inspector oouldvisai. 
them. i,^^^:., V3h« 

The percentageof schools up to and above the standard in. Maitland section waa 190 j in N«w« 
castle section, 97; in Dungog section, 98 j the percentage for the whole district rbeing 99,* againsl^' 
for the year 1898. ld-*i'K!CHVBn -.^^'H^a 

It will bfe seen from this statement that the schools in the Maitland District are in a very satis- 
factory state of efficiency. 

The Cookery Class held at Singleton was a great success. Miss Kirby gave general satisfaction. 
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The number of papila examined in each sabject of instruction, and'thi&'pereentage of those who 
satisfied or exceeded the standard, are shown in the following table : — 



Sttbjeete.- 



Number ' r'j.-^i_^,t-^n 
examined, i ^^ww^*"*®- 



Oompiuison ot teralU with those 
of 1886. 



Alphabet 

Monosyllables 

Easy Narrative , 

Oi*dinary Prose 

Total 

Writing on Slates 

Writing in Books 

Dictation 

Arithmetic, Simple Rules 

„ Compound Rules 

„ Higher Rules 

Total ^. 

Grammer, El^mentry 

„ Advanced , 

Total 

History^ English 

,f Austtalan 

StJripture 

Objects 

Drawing 

Miisic « 

fVench 

Euclid 

Algebra 

Mensuration 

Latin 

Needlework 

DriU 

National Science 

Orography, Klementry 

,,, Advanced ..«. , 

Total 



1,701 
3,295 
6,495 
6,841 



18^322 



4,696. 
3,411 



8,107 



7,763 

1^642 

17.866 

18,083 

18,257 

17,629 

306 

1,177 

249 

455 

253 

6,589 

18,237 

189 

4,244 

3.627 



8,071 



77 
83 
83 

87 



84 



6,347 
11,975 


86 

86 


18,322 


86 


14,901 


85 


11,258 
4,036 
2,939 


83 
82 

77 


18,233 


82 



77- 
74 



76 



82 
70 
82 
83- 
84 
85 
76 
69 
84 
84 
75 
85 
86 
88 
7$ 
77- 



78 



1 per cent, lees than -1898; 
3 „ more 
1 ,, less 
1 ., more 






1 per cent; more than 1896. 



6 per cent, more than 1898: 
3^ 



f > 



,» 



»» 



3 per cent, more than 1898. 



2 per. cent, more than 1898. 



7 per cent, more than 1898. 

3 

3 






ft 






7 per cent, more than 1898. 



2 per cent, less than 1898. 
3 



tt 



>> 



tt 



3 per cent, less than 1898. 



if 

t9 
i* 
>f 



4'per cent more than 1898. 
6 „. less- 
2 ,, more 

4 f I .> 

1' ,, less 

Same as last year.- 

4 per cent, more than 1898'.- 

^ .» .. t% 

2 „ less „ 

6 ,, more ,, 

" »» fi »i 

^ »>• f» >i 

Same as last year. 
4 per cent, more than- 1898. 



1 ppr cent, more than 1898; 



summary,. 

Seven, new sehools ' werec^MDed ' during', the yeas; 149 stheols «iid > residences were improved' 
uadac^Iaspeetors* supervision* at jivcost of £1,41 1 1 9s. 2d. Er?ecy>sefaool in the district, except 4 smaU 
onas^ reocLved regular iuflpeetums ; 1 7 received ordinary insp^Uons. 

SehooL libranieB are growing in f avour« . The prospects of Jbhe Mai€laad District for 1900 are very 
hopp&L 

T. BWYER, 
East Haithuid> .13. January^ 1900^ . District Inspeotoc . 



ANNEX Y; 

Inspector fl.AsxiC4K'« Rkfobt. 

No change was made in the extent of the Newcastle secth>n . during the year ; the number, o£ 
schools remained the same as in 1898. 

A' new infants' schoolroom was opened at' Newcastle- South in September last. This building 
has been provided with all the modem appliances for conducting a first-class infants' school, and wiu 
accommodate 300 pupils. 
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The boys* department at Minmi has been enlarged, and will now accommodate 100 extra pupils. 
A similar addition has been made to the Primary Department at West Wallsend. 

At Adamstown the girls' room is being extended so as to provide seats for 70 additional pupils. 

The girls' schoolroom at Hamilton is now being extended, and will provide 100 additional seats. 
A new boys' department for 350 pupils is being erected at Hamilton, and a similar building at Cook's 
Hill will soon be available. 

At Boolaroo a new building to seat 100 pupils is about to be erected. 

In consequence of the increased attendance at several of the schools it became necessary to re- 
arrange many of the rooms and provide additional furniture. 

Important improvements have been made to the school property at Wickham, Hamilton, 
Wallsend, Plattsburg, Hanbury, Lambton, and Waratah, and minor repairs have been done to many 
other schools. 

When the various works now in hand are completed, the property of the Department in this 
section will be in excellent condition, and the accommodation not only sufficient but in all cases of a 
suitable character. 

The enrolment of pupils was as follows : — 

March quarter 12,883 pupils. 

June quarter 12,973 

September quarter 13,143 

December quarter 12,794 

The average daily attendance, about 9,620. 

The num1>er of pupils examined was 10,727, and the number examined for "exemption 
certificates " 1,454, of whom 495 obtained certificates for the first time. About 64 per cent, of those 
examined passed the tests for certificates— not by any means a high percentage. 

During the past year a determined efifort has been made to improve the writing of the pupils, 
and, I am pleased to note, with most encouraging results. Several of the schools are conspicuous for the 
excellent penmanship of their pupils. While no particular series of copy book is specially directed to 
be used, I find the best results are obtained by those using the ^ * New Graphic " series. I have been 
jnuch impressed with the excellent reading of many schools, particularly girls' departments. More 
attention has been given to clear and accurate enunciation than formerly, while the older pupils have 
-developed a style which is not only intelligent, but attractive. The superior character of the com- 
position of the new readers has done much to improve this important branch of education. 

The selection of the piece of poetry to be learned by the pupils is not always as judicious as 
desirable. I am of the opinion it is preferable in the 3rd classes to have two or three short selections 
for the quarter's work rather than one lone one. 

Arithmetic has occupied much of the time and attention of teachers and pupils ; the results, 
however, have in many cases been disappointing. The mechanical part of the subject cannot be found 
fault with, and most pupils are able to master those processes ; but directly tne practical part is 
touched upon, and a problem of only ordinary difficulty is placed before a class, it is not unusual to 
find two-thirds of the pupils so confounded as to be quite unable to make any attempt to solve it. 
In the fourth and fifth classes sufficient attention is not given to the theory of arithmetic. Pupils are 
told to follow certain rules in the solution of certain classes of sums ; but the reasons for the rules 
are seldom explained. 

Mental Arithmetic is regularly taught in all schools. In a few it is used, as it should be, as a 
means for developing mental effort. In other schools it is simply used to teach the children certain 
•short methods of solving difficult problems. I frequently find children able to work problems such as 
'** Find the price of a dozen articles at 2|d. each," but fail entirely when asked the cost of ** 2 articles 
at Is. lO^d. each." On the whole, I think, mental arithmetic is better taught in the Infant's Depart- 
ment than in the Primary rooms. An Infant School teacher knows how useless it is to give set rules 
for the guidance of infants. She is, therefore, compelled to adopt other means to produce results, and 
these means are often conducive to considerable mental activitv of a very marked character. 

At the beginning of the year there seemed to be considerable doubt and uncertainty as to the 
correct interpretations of the revised standard for English History. Some teachers were of the 
opinion that less time and attention were to be given to this subject than formerly, and that the 
teaching of History was simply to consist of the relation of a few entertaining stories or anecdotes 
picked up anywhere and enlarged upon by the teacher ; but when it was found that such so-called 
teaching invariably brought low marks, it was soon abandoned for a more intelligent treatment of the 
subject. Perhaps there is no subject the teaching of which has so much improved as that of Scripture 
History. Formerly it was the custom to treat this subject in a very perfunctory manner, and low 
results were altogether too common. Now it is treated as one of the important school subjects, and 
hundreds of pupils have an intelligent knowledge of the four volumes used in our schools. 

The moral lessons given in the Infants' Schools have a distinct influence upon the bearing and 
character of the pupils. 

The Cookery Classes have been attended by 120 girls, drawn from the senior pupils of the 
neighbouring schools. The attendance has been good and the interest taken by the pupils in the 
instruction given has been most marked. 

The Manual Training Class has given valuable instruction to about 100 pupils. The lads of 
these classes are very regular in their attendance, and have shown great aptitude in mastering the 
details of their instruction. 
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Captain Mulholland has been employed the whole year as Drill Instractor. His instmction 
has been much appreciated by pupils and parents. He has done much to make Brill a popular school 
subject. 

The organisation and discipline of the schools have been, during 1899, as satisfactory as in. 
previous years. 

There are employed in this section : — 

34 principal teachers. 
25 mistresses. 
82 assistants 

7 work-mistresses. 
102 pupil-teachers. 

1 drill instructor. 

1 teacher of manual training. 

1 teacher of cookery. 

A few teachers were examined with the object of obtaining promotion to a higher grade. 
Several succeeded. 

All the pupil-teachers in this section gained promotion by examination during the year. 

Three teachers applied to be promoted under the provisions of Regulation 179. After duly 
considering these applications, two were granted and one declined. 

Arrangements have been made, witliout expense to the State, to supply every school in this 
section with a library. About three months ago an order was forwarded to London for £400 worth of 
suitable books. These are expected to arrive daily. Many of the schools have been provided with 
suitable presses wherein to accommodate the books as soon qa they are distributed. 

During the year the work of the schools has progressed smoothly. No diflQcuIty of a serious 
nature has arisen. The teachers have been painstaking and enthusiastic, the accommodation for 
pnpils has increased, and the property of the Department in very many instances much improved. 
The attendance of pupils has increased, the high character of the attainments maintained, and pro- 
vision has been made to supply all schools with School Libraries. 

C. 0. FLASHMAN, 
Newcastle, 30 December, 1899. Inspector; . 



ANNEX Z. 

Inspector Kevin's Report. 

There were 107 schools in operation in my district during 1899, and of these 4 were new, viz., 
MuUwee Provisional, Bowman's Creek Lower, Bowman's Creek Upper Half-time, and Oban Vale Half- 
time. Four schools were closed, viz., Owendale Public, Tea-tree Half-time, and Howe's Valley and 
Springfield Half-time ; but the two latter are to be reopened into 1900. Some slight changes were 
made, such as the conversion of 2 Provisional and 1 House-to-house Schools into Public. 

All the schools on my list, with the exception of 3, received a regular inspection (these were 
closed before my visit of inspection, on account of small attendance). No school was regularly 
reinspected, but 13 received ordinary inspections, and a large number of incidental visits were made- 
by me. 

Forty-two school-rooms were repaired and received attention in many ways, at a cost of 
£385 18s. 4d., while 11 residences were also repaired at a cost of £93 9s. 3d., and 2 weathersheds 
were erected at a cost of £38 4s. 6d. The material condition of the buildings is satisfactory, and the: 
accommodation both adequate and comfortable. New buildings were erected under my own super- 
vision at Mullwee, Bericoe, Merannie, and Doyle's Creek, and at a total cost of £315. A new building- 
will shortly be erected at Salt Ash. ■ 

The discipline in the schools continues generally satisfactory. Drill has improved, not only in 
the larger schools, but also in the smaller. 

During the year 2,745 children were examined with satisfactory results ; but, as in the case of 
last year, sickness and inclement weather interfered with the attendance and the work of inspection. 

Of 266 children examined for exemption certificates, 221 passed, and 143 received certificates 
for the first time. 

With the exception of 2, all the schools were up to or above the standard. The percentages in 
the more important subjects were : — 

Reading 72 

Writing 72 

Dictation 77 

Arithmetic 73 

I am glad to state that the school libraries are in a very flourishing condition. The teachers, 
pupils, and parents continue to take the greatest interest in their welfare, and while such is the case I 
know they are in good hands and not likely to lose that prestige they have gained as a factor for 
working good in our schools. The aggregate number of volumes in the school libraries in my district 
is 11,659, and the money value I set on these books (including presses) is not less than £1,000. 



m 

^bere 'are '104 teachers of all grades under my supervision, and I: have to report most 
i^tHAiBfaotoniy of them. They «re, as :a oody, steady, very attentive to their duty, anxions to uphold 
their positions, and well liked and respected by those with whom they come in contact. The* pnpil- 
' teftohers also have -given eatisfaction,- and their teachers report well of them. 

To summarise : The organisation and discipline are satisfactory, and the work of instraction 
has been carried out, on the whole, with skill, care and indnstry ; tJ^e schools are well distributed 
and sufficient to meet the wants in their respective localities ; and the accommodation is ample. 

Looking back on the year's work, I am well satisfied with it, and look forward to equally good 
work being done in 1900. 

J. KEVIN, 
Raymond Terrace, 29 December, 1899. Inspector. 



ANNEX Z 1. 
District Inspector Lawford's Report. 

There is no change in the boundaries of the district, excepting that an outlying school, Yarrangobilly, 
*was transferred to the Goulbum District in Januai^, as it is more easily reached from Kiandra than 

from Tumut ; and the same officers are in charge of the different sections. 

The number of schools is increasing, 357 having been open during the year, as against 339 last 
^.year. The number of children examined was 14,723; six years ago this number was 11,565. Hhe 

schools are classified as under : — 

PubUc 251 

Provisional 55 

Half-time 45 

House-to-house , 5 

Evening Public 1 

28 being new schools. The whole of these were fully inspected, and 4 received an ordinary inspection 
as well. 

The schools are distributed as follows, and the number of pupils examined in each section gives 
some idea of the school population : — 

Section of District. Sobocris. Number of pupils examined. 

Wagga 86 3,561 

Albury 101 2,903 

Hay 72 4,864 

Young 99 3,395 

As regards efficiency, the percentage of schools up to or above the standard is the same as it 
was last year — viz., 91. Twenty- eight schools are below standard, but half of these are new ones, 
■only a short time in operation. 

A ccommodcUion, 

Speaking generally, this is ample, there being places for 27,586 schoUrs at the end of the year. 

'Occasionally there is some overcrowding, but steps are always taken 'at once to remedy this d^ect. 

'In the country districts there is always the difficulty to contend with caused by the migratory nature 

of a certain section of the population. Men who take farms on the share system are, for example, 

Tery uncertain residents. 

In the Wagga section the following work has been done under my own supervision : — 

Building 9 new schoolrooms £946 18 10 

Enlarging 2 schoolrooms 274 11 6 

Repairing 34 schoolrooms 304 2 8 

Repairing 8 residences 50 6 

Total £1,575 13 6 

The following new schools opened during the year : — 

Devlin's Siding Grrubben Brookongia 

Mangain Uley Wilga 

Mangoplah. 

Harefield and Elliott were closed, and Chanticleer did not reopen during the year owing to the 
falling off of attendance. Junee Infants' was closed as a separate department. 

L. E. LAWFORD, 

District Inspector. 
Wagga, 1 January, 1900. 
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ANNEX Z 2. 

Insfectob Friend's Report. 

The boundaries of this inspectorate are pracfcically the same as last year's, though there are several 
more schools included now than heretofore. 

In all, 99 schools have been in operation during the year, arid all of these are still in existence. 

Seven new Provisional Schools and an Evening School have been established. The majority 
of these are in the Temora portion of the district, where a considerable ar«a of coraitry has been sub- 
divided and settled upon recently. 

With one or two exceptions, which are at present receiving attention, the school-buildings 
provide liberal accommod&tion for the pupils ; and, as a whole, they are in. good condition. 

The works carried out under my supervision, during the year, are summarised hereunder : — 

£ 8. d. 

3 small school buildings erected Cost 142 17 6 

1 school building enlarged ,, 48 15 6 

65 school buildings repaired, &c ,, 266 2 11 

9 teachers' residences repaired, &c , , 24 1 3 6 

The Architect efifected the following works in the district : — 

Bimbi Erection of new school buildings. 

Barmedman ,, ,, class-room. 

Cootamnndra Alterations to ,, 

Monteagle Additions to teacher's residence. 

Yarra General improvements. 

Every school in operation during any part of the year received a regular inspection, and four 
an ordinary inspection ; 92 were found above Standard, 4 up to, and 3 below. None of these last 
bad been twelve months in existence at the time of the regular inspection. 

The return showing the ^* Estimated Proficiency of Pupils " discloses percentages of abotit the 
aame value as last year's. They would probably have been somewhat higher, but for the schools 
•newly established. 

The results of the exemption certificate test follow : — 

Pupils examined for exemption certificates 514 

Pupils passed ,, ,, 396 

Pupils ,, ,, ,, for the first time 210 

The discipline of the schools continues to maintain its creditable character, aiid the organisatioii 
is improving yearly. 

The teachers at present employed in the district number 119 (exclusive of one who has been 
suspended for misconduct). In nearly all instances they are painstaking, exemplary in conduct, and 
efS.cient. 

To conclude : — 

1. The district is liberally supplied with schools ; the buildings, in general, afford Amplo 

accommodation, and are well preserved. 

2. All schools are tested by regular inspeOtion. 

3. A retrospect of the year's work reveals encouraging results. 

CHAS. W. FRIEND, 
Young, 28 December, 1899. Inspector. 



ANNEX Z 3. 
Inspector Nolan's Report. 



Op the 68 schools on my list at the close of 1898, two, having been permanently closed early in 
January laat, were not in operation for any portion of the current year ; on the other hand, 6 new 
schools were established during this year, thus leaving 72 schools in active operation. 

Late in the year 2 small school buildings were erected, but they will not be opened until imme- 
diately after the Christmas vacation ; thus the coming year will be commenced with 74 schools. 
Steps are being taken for the erection of buildings for 4 Provisional Schools, the establishment of 
which has already been sanctioned. The increased number of schools is required to keep pace with 
the extension of settlement in agricultural districts. 
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During 1899 the sum of £890 Ss. 5d. was expended, under inspectorial supervision, in the 
erection of 7 small school buildings, the enlargement of 3 schools, repairs to 29 schools, and improve- 
ments to 3 residences. During the same peri<Kl the following works were effected by the Architect :— 

£ s. d. 

Burke Ward Infants'— building 2,226 12 6 

Alma Public— repairs 360 

Hillston Public— repairs 255 

Moama Public — repairs 95 

Broken Hill Public — improvements 39 15 

Broken Hill North Public — improvements 54 12 6 

Hay Public — improvements 118 10 

Euston Public — ^additions 225 17 6 



£3,375 7 6 

The undermentioned works now on hand under the Architect will be completed at an early 
date : — 

Wilcannia Public — improvements £240 10 

Wen tworth Public — improvements 136 12 

White Cliffs PubHc— new building 690 

Pooncarie Public — new building 195 15 6 



£1,262 17 6 



A further sum of £10,000 will be needed during the ensuing year for new buildings at Broken HiU, 
where the existing accommodation is unsuitable and altogether inadequate. 

From the above it will be seen that active steps have been taken to improve the material 
condition of existing buildings, to erect new, to replace unsuitable buildings, and to provide schools 
rendered necessary by the extension of settlement. 

All the schools on my list (72, with an attendance of 4,864 pupils) received regular inspection; 
11 fell below, 3 were up to, and 58 were above standard requirements. The corresponding numbers 
for 1898 were, of 66 schools inspected, 9 below, 1 up to, and 56 above standard. Of the 11 schools 
that did not satisfy the standard, 6 had been, at the date of inspection, but a short time in operation; 
hence the low marks awarded. Thirty-seven schools failed to reach fair, or 60 per cent of possible 
marks - a fact which, in view of the well-defined and easily attained standard, reflects, in the majority 
of cases, discreditably on the teachers concerned. 

Of 451 pupils examined for exemption certificates, only 228 passed the prescribed tests ; of the 
latter number, 95 held certificates formerly obtained. The large number of failures is indicative of 
inefficient instruction. 

Speaking generally, I am of opinion that much better results than those above disclosed might 
reasonably be expected from a body of trained teachers. The main ground for disappointment lies in 
the low-class attainments. As a rule, the organisation and the discipline are satisfactory, but the 
instruction is ineffective. 

During the year several teachers were censured for the unsatisfactory condition of their scbook. 
On the other hand, it is pleasing to note the high standard attained by the teachers of the under- 
mentioned schools : — 

Broken Hill Girls' 90 

Burke Ward Primary 9*0 

Broken Hill North Infants* 9*0 

Deniliquin Infants' 9*0 

Sufficient interest is not shown in the formation and the maintenance of School Libraries. 
That is to be regretted, as a proper use of a carefully selected collection of books would be truly 
educative. No Cadet Corps exist in this district, but one is about to be formed in connection with 
the schools at Broken Hill. School Banks obtain in the more important schools ; they are fairly 
well patronised. 

The teaching staff comprises 58 principal teachers, 8 mistresses of departments, 39 assistant 
teachers, and 29 pupil-teachers. As a body the pupil-teachers continue to give satisfaction to all con* 
cemed in their training. All of the mistresses and the majority of the assistants have worked well ; 
but, save in a few commendable instances, the principal teachers might, with advantage, infuse more 
«siergy and enthusiasm into their work. 

W. NOLAN, 
ay, 30 December, 1899. Inspector. 
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ANNEX Z 4. 

Inspectob Peabson's Report. 

The year commenced with 92 schools, cLissified as Pablic,T63; Provisional, 15; Half-time, 12; 
Uouse-to-house, 2. 

Dnring the year Elsiedale, Gaest's Swamp, and Nanffuinco South Provisionals were established, 
and five others were reopened, viz. — Khancoban Provision^, Adelong Upper and Uplands Half-time, 
Mount Adrah Pnblic, and Overton Provisional. 

Benambra House-to-house was converted to Benambra and Thomond Half-time. 

Thus there were 101 schools in operation during currency of the year. t 

Moorwatha and Major's Plains Public were converted to Half-time, Adelong Grove Half-time 
to Provisional, Gadara Provisional to Public. 

Owing to closing of Gerogery and Guest's Swamp during December quarter, there were actually 
only 97 schools in operation at end of the year, classified as Public, 62 ; Provisional, 18 ; Half-time, 
16 ; Honse-to-house, 1. 

The establishment of three new schools has been authorised, and when these are opened the 
district will be liberally supplied with schools. 

The whole of the 101 schools opened dnring the year were regularly inspected. 

Eighty-four schools, or 83 per cent., exceeded standard limits, 8 were below, and 9 just reached 
the standard. 

These results are an improvement on last year, for the numbers then were 78 per cent. , 8, and 
13, thus giving an increase of 5 per cent, on the number that exceeded standard limits. These results 
are specially satisfactory, in view of the fact that the attendance in most cases was very irregular 
through epidemics. 

The following subjects show an advance: — Dictation, Arithmetic, Geography, Scripture, 
Music, Euclid, Algeora, Mensuration, Latin, and Drill. 

Beading and Needlework were the same as last year, and the remaining subjects show a slight 
retrogression. 

The results of the tests for exemption certificates show 57 per cent, of passes ; this is an 
advance of 11 per cent, on last year. 

Excepting new schools in charge of inexperienced teachers the organisation and discipline were 
up to usual standard, and in many cases a marked improvement was noted. The methods of govern- 
ment are, as a rule, judicious and. effective ; corporal punishment is less i^sorted to than heretofore, 
and a healthier and more pleasing tone exists. 

The teachers, as a oody, are conscientious and assiduous, and manifest an anxious desire to 
improve the efficiency of their schools. 

School accommodation, allowing 8 square feet per child : — 

Accommodation existing at end of 1898. 6,099 

Additional, provided during the year....; 373 

Accommodation lost by closing, ic 179 

Accommodation existing at end of 1899 6,293 

This accommodation far exceeds requirem<*nts. One new school was erected at Elsiedale by the 
Inspector at a cost of £76 10s. ; 46 school buildings were repaired at a cost of £396 16s. ; and £27 12s. 
was spent on four residences. 

The general efficiency has slightly improved, the means of education are sufficient and well 
distributed, and the outlook generally is promising. 

F. PEARSON, 
Albury, 20 December, 1899, Inspector. 

ANNEX Z 5. 

District Inspector Long's Report. 

At the beginning of the year there were 251 schools in the District. Eighteen new schools were 
opened during the year, and six, including two Evening schools, were closed. The number in operation 
during the vear was 269, and of these 263 were in existence at its close. 

The buildings in which these schools are conducted suffice for 16,238 pupils at the regulation 
allowance of floor space, being an increase of 860 places for the year. The whole number of pupils 
enrolled during the year was 15,061, of whom 1,759 are returned as enrolled at more than one school ; 
the average daily attendance was 8,576 0. The accommodation provided is, therefore, in the aggregate 
in excess of requirements. The buildings are well equipped in regard to furniture, material, apparatus, 
means for water supply, and all other requisites, and their material condition generally, excepting 
very few of the smaller or non-vested structures, is satisfactory. All desirable improvements have 
been promptly sanctioned and effected, and the improved description of building now provided for 
the smaller schools has proved most acceptable. 

During the year, under Inspector's supervision, 16 small school buildings and 1 weathershed 
have been erected, 2 schools enlarged, and 71 schools and 12 residences repaired or improved, at a 
cost of £1,575 6s. 4d., and similar work to cost £726 is in progress. Works of a more extensive 
nature, and involving a larger outlay, have been effected under the Department's Architect. 
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All the 269 schools in operation during the year were regularly inspected, excepting 2 Half- 
time Schools closed in January on account of insufficient attendance. Of the 267 inspections, 91 
were by Mr. Inspector Rooney, 86 by Mr. Inspector Hofit, and 90 by myself. Incidental visits, and 
a few ordinary inspections^ were made, bat other duties now render very little pose^ble in this direction. 
Additional opportunities for such visits would be acceptable, especially in view of the number of 

. probationers now admitted to the Service. 

Of the schools inspecfted, 246, or'92 per cent,, were found to reach or exceed standard in general 
eflBciency, as against 93 per cent, for last year. In view, however, of the number of new schools, arid 
the extent to which the attendance has been afifected by epidemics and protracted drought, I regard 
this result as probably indicating an improvem^it in the general quality of the work done in the 

'Schools. Themilure of the remaining ^1 schools to show satisfactoiy results is, in regard to the 
majority, attributable to causes beyond a teacher's control. In a few cases, however, the defective 
oonidition is plainly the. result of incompetency, or negligenee, and these have been dtily brought 
imder notice. 

At the inspections of the year, 9,214 pupils were examined, and the precentage of passes in the 
several subjects, ranging from 100 to 75 per cent, compare not unfavourably with the results of former 
years, and indicate that the teaching generally is of satisfactory efficiency. For exemption certificates, 
622 candidates w^represented^ and of these 515 were successful, including 201 who had • previously 



The organisation and discipline are rarely found to be otherwise than creditable, and, asa 
rule, they show the requisite knowledge of approved methods, and careful effort to efficiently apply 
them. Occasionally inaccuracy or neglect of- neatness is observed in connection with records, or 
lee«on documents, and one or two teachers have caused much inconvenience by their delay in furnishing 
their returns, or by carelessness in their preparation. It is to be hoped that the action taken in 
regard to such cases will be productive of the necessary amendment. Some few instances of weak, 
negligent, or unskilful government have been notdd, but, as a rule, the eeneral deportment of pupils, 

' their earnest attention, and prompt response under examination, affora pleasing evidence of careful 
and efficient training. It is to be regretted that its influence appears, in so many instances, to be 
inoperative beyond the. confines of the school premises. This is possibly due to some extent, to the law 
which renders teachers unable to hold pupils accountable for their conduct between their homes arid 

' the school. Cases have occurred 'which certainly indicate the expediency of an amendment in the 

• larwrelative to this point. 

At many scboc^s the general appearance has ' been much improved by tree planting, arid 
flower culture, and, when this is the case, other details almost invariaUy also anord evidence of gockl 
taste^ and correct appreciation of the educative effect of well-ordered surroundings. 

The number of teachers employed in my District at the end of the year was 317, including'-09 
who are unclassified, and 35 pupil-teachers. Their official status, and the classification held, 
ranging from 1 A to 80, are shown in the tabulated statement already • furnished. With few 
exceptions they are competent, well-c6n.ducted, and successful in the discharge of thdir honourable 
and important duties, and occupy a satisfactory place in the local estimation. There have been a 
larger number of complaints than usual during the year, which have interfered most inconveniently 
with the work of inspection and other duties ; but in all cases investigated by myself, they have, with 
three exceptions, proved to be frivolous or unfounded. 

The existing means of education are sufficient for the requirements of the - District. The 
material condition of the schools, and their efficiency, so far as can be indicate in a general statement, 
are good. The year's work shows a gratifying measure of success, and affords reason for anticipating 
satisfactory progress. 

GEORGE ED. LONG. 
Wellington, 8 January, 1900. District Inspector. 



ANNEX Z 6. 
IirsFECTOR ' Eooney's . Repobt. 

At the end of last year there were 90 schools in this section of the Wellington District. 

In January the Half«time Schools at Lower Piambong and Yamble were closed, the attendance 
having fallen very low. 

A Provisional School has been erected in a central position to take the place of the closed schocifi, 
and will be opened in January. The Provisional Schools at Carwell and Leaning Oak were converted 
into Public Schools in April. 

Four Provisional Schools have been opened during the year — Maitland Bar, Moolarban, Piamboxig, 
and Torbane. A new building has been erected at Leaning Oak. The new Provisional Schools tfe 
held in new buildings. The Provisional School building at Budden was enlarged. 

Eighteen school-rooms and six residences were repaired during the year. A new residence was 
completed at Hargraves. 

A new school (Provisional) is in course of. erection at Battle Abbey. - School acoommodationin 
this section is provided for < 4, 126 pupils. 
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The material condition of the 60 Public Sdiools is good ; but that of 5 Provisional and 5 
•Sidf-time Schools is very inferior. All the Public, 7 of the Provisional, and 9 of the Half-time 
Schools are vested in the Department. The great heat and droughts during the past two years have 
vffetarded the planting of ornamental trees in the school grounds. 

The total enrolmeut for the year was 4,178; of this number 393 were returned as having 

attended more than one school. The average daily attendance was 2,543. The enrolment and 

::avBrage. attendance are less than last year ; sickness and drought are the main causes of the decrease. 

:Tlie fees received for the year came to £1,223 15s. 7id., being £33 10s. l)d. less than last year. At the 

end of December quarter there were 408 free pupils on the rolls -^a decrease of 40 on the previous year. 

. Tnspecticnu 

With the exception of Lower Piambong and Yamble Half-time, which were- closed at the 
beginning of the year, after being but five days in operation, all schools in the Mudgee section received 
<>a regular inspection ; in all, 2,651 pupils were examined. Of the 91 schools examine only four were 
' found to be below the standard. 

u 

Teachers. 

* Under my supervision there were 83 teachers, 6 assistant teachers, 11 pupil-teachersy and (me 
work-mistress ; total 101. Thirteen of the teachers are unclassified, but six of them have served as 
pupil-teachers. With very few exceptions the teachers are respectable, and they display zeal in the 
discharge of their duties. 

Organisation and Discipline. 

The schools, on the whole, are well conducted, and the organisation and discipline are pleasing 
features. 

In conclusion, it may be stated that satisfactory educational work has been done during the year. 

JOHN P. RODNEY. 

Mudgee, 30 December, 1899. 



ANNEX Z.7. 
Insf£€tor Httnt's' Report. 

Xbe Half-time School at Minore was the only school closed in this section of the Wellington District 
during the year 1899 ; whilst, during the same period, nine schools were brought into operation. 
Of these schools — 

Five were established where no school previously existed ; 
One was reopened on a new site ; 
Three were simply reopened. 

The above schools are situated at : — Albertia, Armoy, Camborah, Coalbaggie, Dandaloo, 
Gongolgon, Gulargambone Camp, Kienbri, and Junee Vale. 

It will thus be seen that the school accommodation of the district has been considerably 
'* increased during the year. 

At the close of 1898 there was floor space for 6,438 pupils, and air space for 6,086. There is at 
the close of 1899, floor space for 6,806, and air space for 6,373 ; and very early in 1900 at least six 
new schools will be added to the present number. 

The year closed with 85 schools in operation, being : — 54 Public, 21 Provisional, 6 Half-time, 
3 flouse-to-House, 1 Evening. These schools are being worked by 100 teachers, and 16 pupil-teachers. 

• For their efSciency, attention to duty, and sterling worth, nearly all the teachers and pupil- 
teachers are held in high esteem by those amongst whom they labour. 

The protracted drought, which still prevails in many paiiis of the District, continues to interfere 
with the regular attendance of many of the pupils ; nevertheless, steady all round improvement has 
. crowned the efforts of most of the teachers. 

The general proficiency of many of the schools is exceedingly satisfactory. 

The manners of the pupils, and the moral tone of the school, receive praiseworthy attention 
from the majority of the teachers ; arid it is pleasing to notice how quiet, earnest, and self-reliant 
most of the pupils are under inspection. 

Every school in operation during the year, or any part of it, received a regular inspection, and 
• a few received an ordinary inspection ; but the district being so very extensive, renders it impossible 
' lor the officer in charge to do much special visiting in th&. various circuits. 

It is only by continuous effort, and working very long hours, that the ordinary duties of this 
' large district can be discharged. 

With very few exceptions, the neatness and correctness of the school records and lesson guides 
are deserving of the highest commendation. 

I am happy to report that many of the teachers still take a lively interest in beautifjring their 
school-grounds. These grounds not only reflect credit on the teachers, but materially add to the 
general appearance of the school premises. 
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The reiy trying cliomte seriously affects the hcadth of many of the teachers who remain long in 
the far west ; and, when possible, desenring teachers should be granted a removal to a milder climate 
after a term of three years. 

Under inspectoral snpenrision, needed improvements to 31 schools have been effected daring 
the Tear, at a cost of about £300 ; whilst nearly £100 have been spent in improving teacher's 
resioences. 

Under the Department's Architect, extensive improvemmtB and additions are in progress at 
Bonrke, Brewarrina, Byrock, Collarendabri, Collie, Gilgandra, Goodooga, and other Bchools. New 
boildings, to supersede the old, are being erected at Eringonia and Ford's Bridge. 

The material condition of the schools of the District is fast becoming very satisfactory. 

Great satisfaction prevails with the Department's efforts to meet the educational requirements 
of the District, and the teachers as a body feel that their needs receive the kindest consideration from 
those in authority. 

In oonclpsion, I have to repeat that the proficiency of the schools is steadily increasing ; that 
the teachers, as a rule, are most exemplary in their conduct, and earnest in their noble work ; and 
that the educational prospects of this District for the year 1900 are radiant. 

GEO. H. HUNT, 
Burwood, 80 December, 1899. . Inspector. 



ANNEX Z 8. 
Report of the Phincipal of the Training School, Fort-street. 

The number of students enrolled in 1899 was 23 : — 

15 full scholarships. 
8 half scholarships. 

Course of Study. 

Latin— Dr. Smith's Smaller Latin Grammar ; Bradley's Arnold ; Cicero de Amicitia. 

French — Macmillan's First and Second Course ; Macmillan's First Reader. 

English — Burke's Speech on Conciliation ; Macaulay's Essay on Boswell's Life of Johnson ; Bacon's 

Essavs; Literataro of 18th Century —Gosse ; Stopford Brookes' Outlines of English Literature; 

Gow s Method of English; Nesfield's English Grammar. 
English History— Expansion of the Empire : South Africa, Canada, West Indies, Australia ; 

Seeley's Expansion of the Empire ; Ransome's Our Colonies and India. 
Mathematics — The work prescribed for honor papers, Matriculation Examination. 
School Management — Practical School Management ; Theory and History of Education ; Public 

Instruction Act and Regulations ; Tho Kindergarten Principle. 
Natural Science — Anatomy, Physiology, School Hygiene. 

Music — Sutton's Theory of Music ; Part Songs ; Voice Training ; Stainer's Harmony. 
Drawing — Practical, Plane, and Solid Geometry ; Perspective. 
Manual Training — Application of Geometry to Mechanical Drawing; Exercises in the use of 

common hand-tools for working in wood. 
Drill — Squad, Company, and Battalion Drill ; Manual and Firing Exercise ; Physical Drill. 

Practical Training, 

The students were employed in class teaching for a week in each quarter. Specimen, test, and 
criticism lessons were given regularly each week. 

Staff, 

J. W. Turner, Principal; J. D. St. Clair Maclardy, M.A., Languages and Mathematics; 
J. Finney, B.A., English and English History; Dr. Roth, Physiology; H. Alpen, Music; F. W. 
Woodhouse, Drawing; W. Lockley, Manual Training; Q.M.-S. Smith, Drill. 

Examinations, 

The Chief Inspector conducted written and oral examinations on each quarter's work. The 
tests for practical skill and the examinations for certificates were held in December. The results are 
given below : — 



HA. 


II B. 


III A. 


Total. 


7 


10 


6 


23 
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Manual Training Rttvlts, 



First Grade. 


Second Grade. 


Total. 


13 


10 


23 



Drill. — Two hours on each Friday morning were set apart for drilL Rifle shooting was held at 
Bandwick one afternoon in the month. Twenty-three qualified for certificates of efficiency. 

Ambulance Work. — Dr. Williams, for the St. John's Ambulance Association, conducted the 
examination in this subject, and no student failed for the '* First Aid" certificate. 

Health and Conduct. 
The health of the students was on the whole good, and their general conduct very satisfactory. 

J. W. TURNER, 

Principal. 



ANNEX Z 9. 
Refcbt of the Principal of Uurlstone Training School. 

The number of students enrolled in 1890 was 24, classified thus : — 

1 1 full scholarships. 

13 special non-scholarships. 

Course of Study, 

Latin — Bradley's Arnold ; Dr. Smith's Smaller Latin Grammar ; Lecturer. 

French — Balzac's Ursule Mirou^t ; Macmillan's Third Year. 

English — Meiklejohn's Book of English Composition ; Macaulay's and Bacon's Essays (selections). 

History — Jose's Growth of the Empire. 

Algebra — C. Smith's Elementary Algebra. 

Geometry — Euclid's Elements, Book I ; Mackay's Euclid. 

Arithmetic — Theory and Practice ; Lock's Arithmetic. 

School— Gladman's School Method ; Criticism ; Management ; Lessons ; The Regulations and 

Records ; Kindergarten. 
Music— Tonic Sol Fa and Staff Notation ; Stainer's Harmony ; Sutton's Theory of Music. 
Drawing — Plane and Solid Geometry ; Freehand ; Perspective and Model Drawing. 
Physiology — St. John's Ambulance Course. 

Cookery — Theory and Practice of Plain Cookery and Sick Room Cookery. 
Needlework — Setting and Cutting Out Garments. 
Drill — Calisthenics ; Class Drilling. 

Examinations. 

The Chief Inspectors held periodical examinations during the year. The Needlework, Cookery, 
Drill, and Ambulance work were examined before the end of the year. The final examination ended 
on the 19th December. 

Practical Training, 

Each student had four weeks actual teaching and practical training in the Practising School, 
under the supervision of the Mistress. Each student has also given criticism lessons, and conducted 
drill and singing lessons before the various instractors. A course of practical cookery has also been 
given to all the students. 

The Teaching Staff. 

The Teaching Staff is the same as last year. Dr. Roth, who has gone to serve in the Transvaal, 
has been temporarily replaced by Dr. Vandeleur Kelly. 

General Remarks. 

The promises are in good order and condition, inside and outside. A new Practising School 
was opened at the beginning of the year, and the old building has been converted into a Cookery 
School and Recreation Room. 

J. A. NICOLL, 

Principal. 
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APPENDIX xni. 

REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF DRAWING. 

I HAVE the honcMT to submit my report on the teaching of drawing in the Public Schoolfl and Training 
Colleges, and on the examination of teachers of all grades in that subject, for the year 1899. 

Theresults-of my examination of 86- sehools, including 205 departments, are as follows : — 





1 

Above , Below 

Steodanl. SUmdard. 


■ TotaL 


PertsoBsiage' 

of 

Passes in 1899. 


Percentage 

of 

PasttsinlSOS. 


Average Glass 
Mark in 1899. 


Boys 


14,451 
12,657 
15,477 


1,247. 
1,283 
1,744 


15,698 
13,940 
17,221 


9205 

90-8 

89*8 


91-4 
89-9 
88*9 


7-57 


■*'*' J ■»•••• •••• 

Girlfli 

Xhfants 


7-44 

7-80 


To4rii]# 


42,585 


4,274 


46,859 


9103 


90 


7-6 







The average class-mark again shows a slight increase, as well as the general percentage of 
passes. 

On all hands I find teachers grateful for the changes in the Drawing Standard, and for the 
greater definiteness of aim and the guidance given by the Illustrated Syllabus. They feel tl^t the 
Standard is one that can, under our conditions, be fairly reached, and many of the largest schools have 
now made a good effort to organise their work on its lines. To these causes I attribute in part the 
improvement noted above. 

Although a few of the smallest schools were struck of my liatthis year, the number of children 
examined is 1,100 above the highest hithei*to. The time- oocupied with the regular inspections gives 
practically no time for occasional visits, though these are very much needed. I was able to pay such 
visits to less that twenty departments last year,i 



Trmtmg OoUege^ 

The results of the examinations are not satisfactory ; bht, for some reasens-not apparent; these 
appear liable to considerable fluctuations from year to year. There is, of course, great pressure of 
other subjects on the time of the students ; but this cause does not effect the work of one year. more 
than another. 

I have before had occasion to comment on the deplorable ignorance of the first elements of 
Model Drawing shown by those who present themselves for examination. No previous study appears 
to be thought necessary by a large number who seem to know nothing of the existence of a text-book 
on the subject. There is much improvement in such subordibate points as neatness and size-; but 
principles and proportion are little recognised in Model Drawing or iVeehand. The following ; table 
gives the results of the examination of the various grades of - teachers^ pupil-teachers, and ' apphcants. 
In the work of these last, the disregard of proportion in very markied :— 



1 


Blaolcboanl. 


Freehtad. 


Hcdd. 


1 
• 
Oeometagr. 


Penpeetive. 


# 




No. 
Exd. 


Pass. 


No. 
Exd. 


Pass. 


No. 
EXd. 


Pass. 


No. 
Exd. 


Pass. 


No. 
Exd. 


Pass. 


Tolflli^ 


At>pliioaBt FUpil-teachers 
Pldnil-teachers 


• « ■ 

302 

• • • 

12 


85-8 
66-6 


836 
379 

• • • 

34 


500 
66-5 

38-2 


216 
10 
42 


• • «» 

55*5 
40 
35-7 


• • f 

41 
71 


• • ft. . 

43-9 
26-7 


• • • 

• • • 

1 
16 


lOOO 
31-2 


8977 


Students in Training 

Teachers 


52^ 
175 








l^m 



A set of drawing-books has been compiled by me (With the approval of the Chief Inspector), in 
aooordanoe withithe^new Standard and SyllabUs, which will secure graduation of difficulty; and, by the 
iofitmctionsrand diagrams given^ will promote sound methods. They wiU^ I trust, be found Tisefal^ 
more especially in the country districts, and in small schools. 

F. W. WOODHOUSE, 

Superintendent of Drawing. 
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APPENDIX XIV. 

REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF. MUSIC. 

Dimmo 1899,' I have visited and examined all Ptibllo Sohoola in th^ Metropf^tan Diatriot in. Vocal 
Music and Theory. 

I notice with pleasure a distinct improvement in many of the smaller schools, in several of 
wiiioh tke singing is quite equal to that in the largest, and in a few the best 'singing in Sydney is found . 
in them. There is a steady progression in the art of reading at sight in the lower classes as well as 
the higher ; to this, as being really one of the most important things^ I have constantly directed the 
attention of the teachers, and am therefore pleased in being able to state that in many of bur schools 
the children- very successfully sang, in two and three- parts, passages which were by no means easy; 

There- is also some improvement in the style of singing, and greater refinement inthe rendering 
of songs. There, however^ is still ample room for further improvement, as it depends chiefly upon 
the capability of the teacher. Perhaps the greatest blemish to be found is the enunciation of the 
children ; it really requires the most earnest attention of the teachers. 

The general mark, both in sinking and theory, averages within a point of eleven — ** very fair ;" 
and it is a notable fact that the mark for the lower classes .of the schools is much more satisfactory 
than in previous years. 

It might not be out of place to refer to the musical celebration of Fort-street School Jubilee. 
There are not many echools in the world that could place^a-choras of a thousand *' picked " voices and 
render a long and somewhat difficult ode in the style in which it was given, as the time of preparation 
'was very short. It is the best proof of what is done in our schools in the way of teaching children to 
sing *'at sight." , 

I would also venture to make a reference to '^ School Concerts." These fcequently somewhat 
disturb and interrupt the ordinary routme of school work, although they imdoubtedly prove verv 
acceptable to the parents as well as the children. My suggestion is that . a teacher should ask 
permission to give a concert a reasonable time ahead, so that the concert-work, could form part of the 
ordinary singing lessons ; thus a concert, thoroughly well-prepared, could be given without undue 
interference- with' the school work. 

HUGO ALPBN, 

SnpMintendent of Music... 



APPENDIX XV, 

REPORT OF DIRECTRESS OF NEEDLEWORK. . 

The needlework executed in the Metropolitan schools during 1S99, under the supervision of work- 
mistresses, teachers' wives, and . pupil-teachers, has been .varied and useful, and bears more than 
favourable comparison with that accomplished in the past. 

I have examined and reported on 87 Metropolitan and sub-M6tropolitan schools, including 
Htirlstone College, the High School, Castlereagh-street; and 'the Randwick Asylum. In all, 15,453' 
pupils were present at examinations o£ needlework. This number does not include the examinations . 
of needlework' for Public School exhibitions or for prizes and awards at public competitions. 

Head-mistresses in most large schools take interest in this subject, and evince pleasure at th^ . 
success of pupils in this as in other subjects, thereby stimulating them in i^heir endeavours to excel.' 

DressmahiTig, 

This subject still receives special attention from work-mistresses, and is canried out and made 
general throughout Metropolitan schools. 

NteeBmty of Separate Work-rooms. 

At present there exists in most of our schools a very great necessity for suitable accommodation 
for sewing classes. In mv incidental visits to schools it is a common occurrence for an oral lesson to 
be going on immediately beside, or in the same class-room^ where the sewing lesaon^s being conducted. 
It is painful to see the efforts of the work-mistress to keep order and retain her pupils' attention, and 
the strain on both, teacher and pupils is very great, for needlework requires undiyided attention^ 

At Fort-street Model School, where all the conditions are favourable, the needlework leseon: is. 
hailed' with delight, the- pupils feel peaceful and rested, and j return to their other -subjectii with 
renewed zest and vigour. 

Mixed SohoolM,. 

I'cannot speak too highly of the industry displayed by mistressee, teachers'- wives, and -infant' 
sehool mistresses in charge of mixed schools. Many of these schools are far above the standard . 
required. The introduction of needlework in lower classes in- these mixed schools continues to be a 
success. Young childi^n are amused by the coloiured cotton at sewing lessons, and become expert-in 
form and in making small model clothing. 
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PupU'teachers. 

I may repeat, as in my last Amiual Report, that in my incidental visits to schools it was 
apparent that the pupil-teachers were attentive to the instraction of work-mistresses, anxious to 
excel, showed the same proficiency in the art of needlework as formerly, and that the same aptitade 
and industry continue to prevail among them. 

Since the introduction of work-aprons and needlebooks the sewing classes in most schools 
present a very artistic and orderly appearance. The effect and influence is very marked, as each girl 
cultivates independence by proviaing her own materials, and vies with her companions in neatness and 
form, and in many cases originality of design. 

In conclusion, I am pleased to be able to commend the diligence and application to duty on the 
part of work-mistresses under my supervision during the past year; also to speak highly of the 
assistance accorded them by the head- mistresses and teachers in most Metropolitan schools* 

ANNIE DADLEY, 

Directress of Needlework. 



s. 


d. 
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APPENDIX XVI. 
ARCHITECT'S REPORT. 
DuBiNG the past year the following works have been completed and delivered up fur service : — 

£ 8. d. Accommodation. 

25 new schools 19,163 5 6 3,017 

14 new residences 7,441 15 

•18 additions to schools 4,413 10 900 

26 additions to residences 4,106 10 

2 weathersheds 149 15 i 

478 sundry works 16,710 17 2 

From the above, it will be seen that the total expenditure for finished works amounted to 
£51,984 14s. 6d., showing that although not quite up to the previous year, yet the one just closed has 
been a very busy and useful one, the work done having provided additional accommodation for 3,917 
pupils, besides giving many improvements for the comioit of both pupils and teachers. 
The largest works completed were : — 

£ 

Branxton 1,395 

Burke Wai-d 1,975 

Gardner's Road 2,755 

Gladstone 1,414 

Hurstville 2,048 

Potts Hill 1,250 

Newcastle South 1,948 

Every attention has been paid to the sanitary aspect of the buildings, and in nearly all cases the 
air space has been in excess of the seating accommodation, and above the minimum required by the Act. 
It is satisfactory to note that the development of sewers has led to many improvements being 
introduced in the drainage of school premises in and about the metropolis, and when sewers have not 
been available, the introduction of the ** O'Brien system" has been a decided improvement on the 
ordinary pan system. 

At the termination of the year the following works were in progress, and will appear as 
completed works in my next report : — 

£ 

21 new schools 23,650 

2 new residences 1,075 

19 additions to schools 8,339 

14 additions to residences 2,840 

121 sundry works 8,501 

This represents a total valuation of £44,406 18s. 4d., with extra accommodation for 5,790 pupils, 
being greatly in excess of the work on hand at the same period of last year. 

At the Girls' Industrial School, Parramatta, a new building was erected for an Isolation Block, 
at a cost of £464 16s. 

Regarding the Technical College buildings, only minor works have been carried out, amounting 
in value to about £466, while the value of similar works still in progress amounts to about £120. 

The total expenditure on works carried out by this Branch for the past year is represented by 
£52,915 13s. 6d., and the value of the works still in hand at the close of the year £44,525 3s. 4d. 

The working expenses of the Branch have been £3,205 — including the salaries of the Clerks of 
Works — and £1,220 7s. for travelling expenses. The percentage chargeable on the works being about 
1*92 per cent., and the cost of supervision — outside of travelling — about 24 per cent. 

* One case not affording additional accommodation. 



s. d. 


Accommodation. 


1 2 


4,279 


2 6 




13 6 


1,520 


3 2 
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The supervision of the various works has been effectually carried out by a small staff of Clerks 
of Works, who have used, I may say, superhuman endeavours to cope with the tasks allotted to them. 
The following mileage will give some idea of the country covered by them in the performance of their 

duties : — 

Miles. 

Southern District 22,666 

Western District 14,333 

Hunter and Northern Rivers and portion of North-western district 14,339 

Northern District and portion of North Coast 7,986 

Metropolitan, about ; 16,000 

Temporary Clerks of Works, as relieving officers, about 10,000 

Total 85,324 

In conclusion, it is gratifying to note the official recognition of this office as the " Architect's 
Branch of the Department of Public Instruction," which appeared in the Qovernment Gazette of the 
19th May last, and took effect on the 1st July. Beyond this, only a few minor alterations in the. 
classi^cation of the officers have been made, leaving the personnel of my staff as previously reported. 

J. S. WIGRAM, 

Architect.. 



APPENDIX XVII. 
BOARD OF EXAMINERS' REPORT. 



The total number of examinations reported upon during the year 1899 was 2,968 — rather less than that 
of the previous year — a fact which is accounted for below. The figures relating to each class of 
examinees are as follow : — 

Applicants for the office of pupil-teacher 871 

Pupil-teachers 932 

Training students 47 

Teachers 499 

Candidates for admission to High Schools 619 

Total number of examinees I. 2,968. 

Applicants for the Office of Pupil-teacher. 

Eligible for employment 13^ 

Passed the prescribed test, but failed to secure sufficiently high marks 

to warrant appointment to vacancies 15^ 

Failed at examination 573- 

Retired from examination (incomplete) 1 

Total number of applicant pupil-teachers examined 87 1 

Pupil-teachers, 

Promoted from Class IV to Class III 279 

„ „ Class III to Class II 296 

„ „ Class II to Class 1 182 

Passed final examination as pupil-teachers 116 

Failures in Class IV 13 

„ III 11 

„ n 9 

„ 1 26 

Number of pupil-teachers successful 873 

Number of failures 59 

Percentage of passes was therefore 93 '6. 

Candidates for Training, 
Males — 

Passed 49 

Of these 15 were recommended for full scholarships, and 10 for half scholarships. 

Failed at examination 3 

Females — 

Passed 67 

Sixteen were recommended for full scholarships (3 examinees being equal for the 14th position 
in the order of merit), and 9 for half scholarships. 

Failed at examination 26 

L 
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Students in Trcutdng. 

After examinatioa at the termination of their course of training, students were recommended 
for classification as below : — 

Males: Fort Street— 

For Class II A, provisionaUy 7 

II B, „ 10 

in A, 6 



ft 



>ff 



Females : HurUtone — 

For Class 11 A, provisionally 6 

II B, „ 14 

niA, 4 



99 
ff 



99 



99 

>» 
»t 
f » 



)f 
99 
It 



99 

>> 
91 
f> 
f ) 



Teachersm 

S,ecommended for promotion to Class I 20 

II A 10 

II B 36 

III A 81 

IIIB 20 

IIIC 13 

Tailed to gain promotion to Class I 13 

Examined in Drawing only, and passed 36 

,, „ „ and failed - 32 

Examined in Music only, and passed 81 

„ ,, ,. and jfailed 12 

Betired from examination before completion 8 






»» 
f * 



»* 



*> 



Total number of exanunations 499 

The number of teachers who were successful in obtaining promotion or classification represents 
A percentage of 54*5. 



High School ExaminatioTut. 

The total number of candidates examined for admission to the Public High Schools, and for 
"Scholarships and Bursaries in connection with those schools, was 619. In June 280 were examined, 
and 339 in December. Most of these succeeded in passing the qualifying entrance test. Scholarships 
and Bursaries were recommended for award as follows : — 



For Scholarships — 
Boys — 

Sydney 

Maitland 

Girls- 
Sydney 

Maitland 

Bursaries- 
Boys — 

Sydney 

Country children in Sydney schools 

M ai tland 

Girls- 
Sydney 

Country children in Sydney schools 
Maitland ,.... 

Total 



June. 



7 
5 

8 
5 



5 
2 
5 

5 
3 



December. 



8 
5 

7 
5 



5 
3 
5 

5 
2 
3 



Total. 



15 
10 

15 
10 



10 

5 

10 

10 
5 
5 



95 
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The number of applicants for the office of pnpil-teacher is less than that for the previous year 
by 174. This decrease is not so much due to a lack of aspirants for the position of pupil-teacher aa 
to the requirements of the Department being such as not to call for so large a number of competitions 
at various centres throughout the Colony as in 1898. In considering the fact that 139 examinees out 
of a total of 871 were declared eligible for employment, it has to be borne in mind that these examina- 
tions are strictly competitive in character. Only those for whom employment can be immediately 
found are accepted as eligible. By this method the Department has the benefit of ouUiog out those 
who may be regarded as the cream of the candidates, and the services of these are utilised before their 
attainments have become dulled, a condition of things which experience has shown to be the case when 
successful applicants have had to wait an indefinite time for employment after passinc the prescribed 
qualifying test. lu addition to the 139 referred to above, 158 others reached the standard of pass, but 
railed to secure sufficient marks to warrant their employment in any of the then existing openings. 

There was an increase of 154 in the number of pupil- teachers examined for promotion. The 
increase is most marked in the case of pupil-teachers of the first class. In 1898 that section contained 
bat 39 pupil-ttochers ; in the following year the number swelled to 142. In the other classes, particu- 
larly in Class III and Class IV, the numbers were very much larger. These increased numbers in the 
various divisions of the pupil-teacher employees should tend to increase and widen the spirit of 
rivalry among them so far as examination results are concerned. This means, therefore, closer stndy 
and more careful preparation of the subjects of examination. That this has been so is evidenced by 
the fact that the percentage of passes of pupil- teachers during the past year reached as high as 93*6. 
This must be regarded as eminently creditable to those concerned. 

A larger number of candidates than that of the preceding year compet«d for the privilege of a 
year's course of training. Of the male examinees, 49 were successful in reaching the standard of pass, 
of whom 15 were recommended for admission to Fort-street Training School with full scholarships 
and 10 with half scholarships. The highest examinee secured 779 marks, or 91*6 per cent., out of a 
maximum of 850 marks. This must be regarded as an exceptionally high aggregate. Of the females, 
67 qualified for a pass and 23 failed. Sixteen were recommended for full scholarships and 9 for half 
scholarships. The highest girl secured 573 marks out of 700, or 81 *8 per cent. 

All the students issuing from the Training Schools in December last, at the end of their year's 
sojourn thereat, were classified, as shown above. The results do not call for special comment. 

There is a considerable decrease in the number of teachers who presented themselves for pro- 
motion, or classification, as compared with that of 1898. In the latter year 356 sought promotion, or 
classification, in one of the grades of Class III. ; in 1899, however, only 185 were similarly examined. 
Applicants for Class III are largely represented by ex-pupil-teachers employed as assistants or as 
teachers of small country schools. The diminishing of the number of examinees in that class points, 
no doubt, to the fact that the majority of these have now been graded by examination. The propor- 
tion of failures to passes in second-class examinees is greater than that which exists in either Class I 
or Class III. Otherwise the attainments of teachers, as exhibited at examination, are of a reasonably 
satisfactory character. 

So far as High School candidates are concerned, the number appears to be on the increase. The 
competition for the prizes offered at the half-yearly examinations continues to be particularly keen. 

R. N. MORRIS, 

Examiner. 



APPENDIX XYIII. 

REPORT ON THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS' CADET FORCE. 

The Cadet Force has more than maintained the standard reached at the beginning of last year, both as 
regards efficiency and the number of corps and cadets on the roll. The Sydney and sub-Metropolitan 
companies especially show an increase of numbers and interest, but the limited funds placed at my 
dispossri for the supply of rifles and equipment prevent the proper formation of many corps. 

A considerable number of applications for the establishment of new corps have come to hand 
from all parts of the Colony, but permission to form could not be given for the reason stated. 

On September 15th the City and Suburban Battalions were reviewed by Major-General French, 
the officer commanding the New South Wales Military Forces. In addition to the usual march-past, 
etc., the cadets, to the number of 800, performed to musical time the various practices of physical 
drill with rifles, an innovation in the afternoon's work that came as a surprise, and elicited the hearty 
applause of thousands of spectators. Major-General French said he was exceedingly pleased at the 
display given by so large a number of boys. He congratulated the Cadet Staff on the excellent work 
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done, and stated that Colonel Chippendale, the West Australian Commandant, who was present, had 
aaked him to express his gratiHcation at what he had seen. The General spoke highly of the great 
utility of the cadet organisation, and of the valne of eariy instroction in the ose of arms, the training 
of the lad being of inestimable Ijenefit as a preliminary step in the miUtary edocation of the man. 
These boys would be future defenders of their country. The discipline and self-control which the lads 
acquired must be of ioestimable benefit to them in after life. He (the General) had always been 
interested in the cadet movement^ and in his long experience had observed many cadet systems, and 
the New 8onth Wales one seemed to him to be the most perfect, as the training here is left entirely in 
the hands of those who supervise the education of the lads in school, apd who understand them better 
than the purely military authorities. He would do all in his power to further the interests of the 
Cadet Force, for he regarded it as a feeder of the Defence Force of the Colony. Now that federation was 
fairly under weigh, the question of defence was highly important, for it would be admitted that defence 
was one of the first considerations of union. It he could assist the cadets he would do so. There 
would be an alteration in the iiattern of the arms used by some of the military corps, and he would 
recommend to the Minister that the discarded carbines be passed on to the elder boys in the cadets. It 
would be a grand thing for them to have something they could feel they were handling. They would 
learn to shoot, too ; for it mast be recollected that riflemen would win the battles of the future. The 
work done that afternoon was most satisfactory, and he was highly pleased with all he had seen. 

The Editor of the Colotiial Military Gazette, writing on the performance of the cadets on the 
above occasion at the Royal Agricultural C^ round, frankly admitted that there was a time when he was 
opposed to the Publi<; School cadet system, but having with unbias8<>d mind carefully watched the 
development of the system he was free to confess that so far from having been a failure the movement 
had been a distinct success. The administration of the Cadet Force, he added, could be very well left 
in its present hands, and the conclusion forced upon the writer was that up to a certain point the cadets 
were better in the hands of the Department of Public Instruction than they would be under the control 
of the military authorities. 

The usual inspection of the Metropolitan and sub-Metropolitan Battalions have been held, and I 
have to report a very noticeable improvement all round, which is most satisfactory in view of the limited 
staff of drill instructors whose duty it is to visit the schools in these large districts. 

No visits for inspections or drills have been paid to the country centres by the Cadet Staff; but 
in November the Head-quarters Cadet Band, under Bu^le-Major Westbrook, visited Bathurst and took 
part in the Federal Band Festival, their presence being highly appreciated. The boys were warmly 
welcomed and entertained by the local cadet officers, teachers, and others. 

The regular monthly parades continue to be held, and visits have been paid to Manly, Bronte, 
Lady Robinson^s Beach, etc., where enjoyable and instructive bathing parades followed the military 
drill and marching. 

A memorable event took place on November t3, when a thousand cadets took part in the "send 
off" to the First Contingent of New South Wales troops for active service in South Africa. Several 
cadet officers and many old cadets are now serving with the Imperial troops at the front. 

A ffreat and growing interest is being taken in rifle shooting, and before the end of the financial 
year I had reached the limit of the funds available for ammunition for target practices. This scarcity 
of funds, together with the fact that so very few of the Brendlin carbines are serviceable, is a serious 
drawback to this most important feature of cadet work. 

The Annual Rifle Meeting held at Rand wick on December 1 6th, 18th and 19th was the most 
successful yet held, the attendance of officers and cadets being larger than on any previous occasion. 
Several new competitions were introduced, and medals and trophies to the value of between £80 and 
£00 were competed for. The Orange team, which has held possession of the Challenge Shield for nine 
years, has had the honour wrested from them by Bathurst, who had previously run the record-holders 
very close, coming second two years in succession. The placed teams were Bathurst 1st, Wellington 
2na, Oranffe 3rd, and Cleveland-street 4th. A new competition in volley firing for the Company 
Challenge Bugle was won by Kiaina, Cleveland-street being second. Matches for officers, students, 
and pupil- teachers helped to increase interest in the meeting. The highest aggregate Championship Gold 
Medal, presented by Messrs. A. Hordern and Sons, was won by Cadet Gilbert Callaghan, of Bathurst, 
and four out of the next six in order of merit were also members of the Bathurst team. The Cadet 
Medal and Marksman's Badge were awarded to the highest scorer in each of the teams competing, and 
these awards are greatly valued. 

The Minister, speaking at the officers' lunch on Monday, December 18th, at the Rifle Range, 
after referring to the war, said that the nucleus of a body of good shots could be found amongst the 
cadets for the defence of the Colony, if armed with proper weapons. The youngsters should be trained.; 
and in order to give effective training, they should be supplied with up-to-date weapons. If he coald 
do anything to help them, and he thought he could, he would see that the defective rifles he had seen 
in use that day would be replaced by more serviceable ones. Good shooting under the present 
oircumstances was almost impossible. 

The Royal Agricultural Society again kindly granted the use of the ground at Moore Park for 
the country cadets to camp during the Annual Rifle Meeting, and the Secretary has also granted 
permiasion for several parades to take place there during the year. 
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For a loDg time it has been noticed that the older and bigger boys many o£ the Sydney 
schobls do not keep up their connection \vitb the cadets ; and the difficult problem of how to keep 
them identified with the force has continually puzzled officers and teachers. It has l)een suggested 
tJiat if a separate detachment of senior cadets, with a distinct uniform, were instituted, a large, 
proportion of the elder boys would join ; and if something could be done in the way of retaining them 
after these boys have left school, a great service would be done to the State. A scheme with the 
above object in view is at present under consideration. 

School DiilL 

The Cadet Staff continues to visit the schools in the Metropolitan and sub-Metropolitan 
Districts to instruct teachers, pupils, and cadets in calisthenics and drill, but the niimber of my 
assistants is inadequate for the work in this large area. An idea of the ground covered by the statf 
may be obtained when I state that Sergt.- Major Murphy attends the schools on the Illawarra line 
from Hurstville to Sydney, including such large schools as Cleveland-street, Redfern, and Newtown ; 
Quartermaster-Sergt. Smith visits the City Central and the Eastern and Northern Suburbs, ranging 
from Bondi to Gordon and Fort-street to Manly ; while Staff Colour-Serajt. Reddish takes the drill at 
the schools on the main suburban and western lines from Stanmore to Parramatta and Penrith. The 
ificreasmg population in these extensive districts require more attention than my staff is able to give. 
In addition to the systematic visits paid to the schools for the ordinary drill standard work, the Cadet 
Staff have to devote a great deal ()f their time to the preparation of the pupils for the various 
calisthenic and other displays which are the great features of the monster gatherings of the Public 
Schools Amateur Athletic Associations in Sydney and Parramatta. The country schools are visited 
regularly by the local staff-sergeants of the N.S.W. Military Forces, Major-General French kindly 
allowing the instructors to attend. I have continued the fortnightly classes for pupil-teachers, and 
an examination was held at the close of the year, when exemption from further attendance was 
granted to the first-class pupil-teachers. I wish to recommend that certificates of proficiency be 
issued to the pupil-teachers passing these examinations. 

While classes for male and female teachers were carried on weekly for a lengthy period in 
preparation for the Annual Sports Meeting, I have not been able to arrange for permanent classes — 
partly on account of room not being available for the purpose. As it is, one of the pupil-teachers' 
classes oa alternate Friday evenings has to drill almost in the dark. The need for the lighting-up of 
the play-ground at Castlereagh-street is very urgent, in order that instruction in muitary drill, 
calisthenic exercises, etc., can be given, especially to pupil-teachers. 

The high standard of drill work performed at the annual gathering of the P.S.A. Athletic 
Association was widely and favourably commented on by the Press, the military critics, and the public 
generally. 

Croydon Park again won the Challenge Shield, Paddington being second. Camperdown won 
the Manual and Firing Competition, and North Newtown the Physical Drill, both teams tor the second 
time in succession. The displays at the last sports' meeting were exceptionally tine, and special 
mention must be made of the exhibition of Dumb-bell Exercises by a thousand boys from various schools, 
who performed the movements laid down in the Drill Standard of Proficiency, in addition to a set of 
practices arranged for display purposes, all being done to musical time with remarkable precision, the 
whole of the boys moving toffether as one, and making a must instructive, effective, and picturesque 
scene. It is intended to enlarce upon this work, an<i a series of wand exorcises for girls has been 
prepared on similar lines and will be issued in due course. 

A manual on "Light Dumb-bell Exercises," and a handbook on ** Physical Drill and the 
Manual and Firing Exercises " were published during the year and were eagerly welcomed by all 
classes of teachers, and they have proved of great value and assistance to them in their work, as well 
as in effecting a uniformity of exercises throughout the Public Schools. 

I hope before the end of the current year to issue other booklets giving in detail the Drill 
Standard work for both Boys' and Girls' Departments, and also a Manual of Free Exercises for 
Infants and Junior Classes. Wands and dumb-bells are still urgently required for the schools. 

Training Colleges ami High Schools. 

The Hurlatone and Fort-street Students' Training Colleges and the Sydney High Schools have 
been visited regularly each week by members of the Cadet Staff, and systematic instruction in the 
principles and practice of drill is given. At the end of the year I inspected the various classes, and the 
work done was most satisfactory. 

Drill Inspection of Schools, 

I have inspected, as usual, the drill at the schools in the Metropolitan and sub-Metropolitan 
districts and found that the improvement recorded last year has been kept up, the classes arranged for 
pupil- teachers being mainly responsible for this satisfactory state of affairs. 

A. PAUL, Lieut. -Col., 
Chief Staff Officer and Superintendent of DrilL 



166 



Meport of the JUmister ofFublie Instruction. 



Public Schools Cabkt Corps Bravch — Dspabthsnt ov Pitblic Ivstruction. 
Statement ow Recedpts aitd DismrBSEMENTS roR the Tear 1899. 



RXCHFIS. 






DiBBUBoaaanRB. 



To Balance on account of 1808 

Amount received from Treasury on account 

of 180t^-9 vote 

Amount received from Treasury on account 

of 1899-1900 vote 



£ 
98 


a. d. 

410 


1,210 





2,400 





S,708 


410 



£3,708 410 



By Salariea— Cadet Branch 

Purchase of ammunition 

Travellinpr expenses, carriage of 

arms, &c 

Qrant for annual prize meeting- 

Militaiy instructors 

Equipment of school cadets.. . 
Allowances to Battalion Com 

manderB, Ac 

Rifle practice, musketry, Ac. . 
School Drum and Fife Btmds . 

Unexp'nded bal'noe for yearl899 



£ s. d. 

1,120 

474 15 

708 18 5 

15Z 19 9 

226 10 

250 11 10 

356 

58 17 

67 9 1 



£ 8. d. 



3,415 11 11 
292 UU 



3,708 4 10 



Department of Public Instructioii, 
Sydney, 12 March, 1900. 



A. E. BASSAN, 
Accountant. 



APPENDIX XIX. 

REPORT ON TECHNICAL EDUCATION, WITH ANNEXES. 

It will be seen from the following comparative statement that there was an exc^tionally large 
increase in the enrolments over that of 1898 : — 

1896. 1899. 

Sydney Technical College 4,062 4,837 

Suburban Classes 686 643 

Country Classes 2,336 2,654 

Classes connected with Public Schools 1,444 2,122 

Total 8^518 10,256 



The number of individuals attending the Colleges and Branch Schools was 7,647, as against 
6,291 for the previous year, being an increase of 1,356. The weekly average attendance of individual 
students was 6,631. 3,833 candidates presented themselves for examination, of whom 2,866 passed, 
being an increase of 640 passes. 

The standard of work reached last year has been maintained ; also the percentage of passes. At 
the Technological Examinations in the City and Guilds of London Institute, held m May last, 25 
students of the various Colleges were examined, of whom 21 passed. During the year additional day 
and evening classes were arranged, but it is still quite impossible to meet the demands in consequence 
of the lack of space. Many classes remain crowded, and a large number of intending students are 
waiting to join as soon as vacancies occur. The want of additional accommodation seriously hampers 
the work of this Branch. As opportunity offered, I have, during the year, visited the country 
branches, and those localities desiring the establishment of technical classes. 

In February last a new centre was formed at Albury, when Mr. W. Powiie, the appointed 
Resident Master, took up his duties. A site for the Goulburn Technical College has been purchased, 
and plans are being prepared for a new building. 

The teaching staff consists of 109 persons, distributed as follows : — 

12 lecturers in charge of departments. 
7 resident masters in charge of branch Colleges and Schools. 
53 teachers. 
15 assistant teachers. 
22 teachers in charge of classes, and remunerated by fees of pupils only 
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The following changes were made in the teacfamg staff daring the year : — 



Nunc 



FMition. 



Cooper, .Mrs. M. .. 
Rich, Miss J. C. .. 
WilUamaon, H. T. 

Bamess, James 



k *•• • •«• »« • 



CoUingridge, A. 
Lockley, T. R . 
Newman, Miss . 

Peach, J. A 

Bic^e, James.... 



> • • • • •<• »» • 



Patino, W. E. 
Meggy, P. G. 



/, J. S. ... 
Bmce, Jamea ... 

Elston, W 

Stuart, W. C. ... 
Stowe, F. Ernest 
Griffiths, Peter... 
Ihmlop, James ... 

CHimow, J 

Brown, Miss 

Edmonds, F. D. 
Stone, W.J 



Stanford, Miss M. 
Boberts^G. A 



Resigned, Teacher of Dresscntting at Newcastle. 

Appointed Teacher of Dresscntti^ at Newcastle, vies Mrs. Cooper. 

Appointed Teacher of Shorthand at Public Schools at Summer Biil]^ 

Petersham, Croydon, and Burwood. 
Promoted to Assistant Teacher of Fitting and Turning, Sjfdne^ 

Technical College. 
Appointed Teacher of Art, Epping. 

Appointed Tempomy Teacher of Carpentry, Sydney Technical College. 
Resided, Teacher of Typewriting, Bathurst. 
Additional services, China Fainting. 
Appointed Assistant to Lecturer in Electrical Engineering, Sydney 

Technical College. 
Appointed Junior Assistant, Plumbing. 
Appointed Teacher of Shorthand, Public Schools at Darlinghurst and. 

WooUahra. 
Appointed Teacher of Shorthand, Sydney Technical CoUese. 
Appointed Teacher of Penmanship, Sydney Technical CouegSm 
Appointed Teacher of Shorthand, Alburv. 
Appointed Teacher of Shorthand, Rockoale Public School. 
Appointed Teacher of Quantity Surveyinff, Sydney Technical CoQegs^ 
Appointed Teacher of Blacksmithing, Sydney Technical College. 
Resigned, Teacher of Carpentry, Syaney Technical College. 
Appointed Teacher of Farriery, Sydney Technical College. 
Additional services, Assistant Teacher of Art, Sydney Technical Collegew- 
Resigned, Teacher of Mechanical Drawing, ^dney Technical Colleger 
Appointed Temporary Assistant Teacher of Mechanical Drtanag, 

Granville. 
Appointed Teacher of Typewritings Bathurst.. 
Appointed Junior Assistant Teacher of Arcfaiteetural and Tjoadw ^ 

Drawing, Sydney Technical Cc41ege. 
Appointed Temporary Teacher of Carpentry, Sydney Technical CoQ^gew 
Appointed Teacher of Shorthand, Granville, vkx Cropper, resigned. 
Permanently appcnated Teach«r of Manual Training, Mo&l Publia 

School, Fort-street. 
Appointed Teacher of Mechanical Drawing and Elementary Applied 

Mechanics, Sydney Technical College. 
Appointed Assistant Teacher of Mechanical Drawing, Sydney Technical 

College. 
Appointed Teacher of Shorthand, Sydney Technical College^ twSI 

Ramsay, resigned. 

I regret that Mr. F. Meredith, Mechanical Assistant, met with a serious accident whilst diB* 
charging his duties, which resulted in the loss of three fingers and a thumb on his right hand. He haS' • 
now Dcen transferred to the Caretaker's staff. 

Classes in CoNNscrioir with the Public Sohools. 

Science Lecture courses were given by the Resident Masters at Bathurst, Groulbum, and ' 
Newcastle, to the elder pupils of the Public Schools, in Physics, Geology, and Chemistry. The 
attendance was good, the enrolments large, and the results of the examinations were gratifying. It 
was thought advisable to discontinue the classes at Newcastle for a time. 

During the year Shorthand classes were established at the following Public Schools : — Waverley,. 
Woollahra, Girls' High School, Darlinghurst, Newtown, Petersham, Stanmore, Croydon, Burwoody. 
Rockdale, and Summer Hill. The various teachers speak encouragingly of this work, and the 
importance of the subject is being more fully realised. It is not to be expected that the whole of those- 
who take up shorthand will continue ; but so far a large portion remain on the rolls, and manifest 
interest in the subject. The teachers labour under some difficulty, as they have to give their lessonis 
so as not to interfere with the ordinary school-work. The total enrolment for these classes was 468. 

Manual training continues to be very popular amongst the Public School pupils, and no difficulty 
is experienced in maintaining the full roll. Mr. Edward Lockley succeeded Mr. Powrie as teacher of 
manual training at Fort-street, and the improved attendance at these classes calls for special mention. 
The establishment of a Technical College at Albury provided an additional centre for manual training, 
and the classes there were well attended. Ten workshops were in existence in 1899, which afforded 
instruction to 29 schools. No fewer than 913 individuals enrolled for these classes, including the 
students in training. There were 527 examined, and 484 passed. 



Forsyth, E. .. 
Sloman, G. A4 
Lockley, E. .. 



Downward, J. N. 
Massey, W. D. ... 
Stuart, W. C. ... 
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AORICITLTURE. 

TBe enrolment reached 186, which shows a slight increase over those of the previous year. To 
meet the needs of students, two extra day classes were formed, one for analysis of milk, butter, cheese, 
Ac, and the other for advanced agriculture. The former was attended by many of those engaged by 
the milk and dairying companies, and the latter chie6y by ladies. During the year regular excursions 
were arranged, for ootaining practical knowledge of farming, dairying, fruit culture, &c. At Gran- 
ville and Hunter's Hill the classes were well attended, and a higher percentage of passes was obtained 
at the last examination. The students take a warm interest in their work, and several entered the 
Hawkesbury College for the purpose of obtaining a diploma, and adopting the science of agriculture as 
a profession. 

VEnfiRINABY SCIEKCK. 

The classes have been fairly well attended, and good work was done. Mr. Stewart resigned his 
position as teacher, having been appointed veterinary surgeon to the Health Department. His place 
will not easily be filled. 

The Farriery Class was separated from the Veterinary Classes, and placed under the charge of 
Mr. J. Cumow, a practical farrier, who was an ex-stadent. The number of pupils was small, but a 
larger attendance is anticipated next year. 

Botany. 

Last year the class began with 26 students on the roll, and this year there were 52, showing that 
the subject is becoming more popular. Teachers from the large public and private schools attend, and 
it is gratifying to find that they intend to give more attention to botany in their school work. In 
connection with these classes, a Field Botanists' Society has been founded, for the purpose of keeping 
students in touch with one another, and to take an intelligent interest in the science. The students 
did well at the examination. 

Sheep and Wool Training. 

• Sixty -five pupils attended the day classes. The accommodation provides for 50 only, so that 

the attendance was very full throughout the year. A large proportion of students came from the 
country. About 200 packages of wool were handled on behalf of different firms, which gave excellent 
opportunities to the pupils to obtain a good knowledge of a variety of wools. The standard of the last 
examination was higher than that of previous years, more importance being attached to the theoretical 
work. Wherever possible, sheep sales and shows have been attended, to afford the students an 
opportunity of hanclling sheep. Requests from pastoralists for the services of the students for shearing 
season continue to be made, and more applications than in previous years were received for wool- 
classers. I take this to indicate that the instruction given at the College turns out students who give 
satisfaction. In the night classes there was an average enrolment of 34 for each term. Good progress 
was made during the year. 

Chemistry, Geology, &c. 

The classes in this department have done good work, and the examination results are, taking 
them all round, satisfactory. In the teaching of chemistry a great advance has been made, quantita- 
tive analysis having been taken up for the first time. The provision of a laboratory course for the 
classes in geology has proved a great acc^^uisition. A number of students devoted their Easter holidays 
to field-work in the South Coast district and on the Mountains. In addition to this, there were 
shorter geological excursions to places of interest near Sydney. 

Pharmacy. 

The attendance at the classes has been smaller during the last twelve months than any previoas 
year, which is due, I think, to the action of the Pharmacy Board in recognising the Sydney University 
as the only place for pharmaceutical students to gain knowledge. Those who did attend were regular 
and persevering, and several honors were gained at the annual examinations. 

Mechanical Engineering. 

Applied Mechanics. 

This class has steadily increased each year, and the work done has been good. The enrolment 
of the second-year students is always smaller than that of the first, as many students only require 
an elementary knowledge. Models are badly needed, also modern diagrams for illustrating the 
lectures. The conduct and attention were good. 

Mechanical Drawing, 

The classes have completely outgrown the accommodation, notwithstanding that additional day 
classea have been arranged for. The excessive heat, arising from the gas lights, is very trying, 
both to teachers and students, and it cannot be reduced until the installation of the electric light. 
New drawing copies and models are required. Considerable improvement was shown in the students' 
work exhibited at the annual exhibition. 
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, Fitting and Turning, 

The same difficulty was again experienced this year in meeting the demand for admission to 
these classes, which are open daily from 9*30 a.m. to 9 p.m. ; over 200 intending students 
could not be enrolled. During the year the ventillation was improved, and the students were able 
to work with jcrreater comfort. Several new tools have been made for the workshop classes, and a 
good deal of repairing work done for the College and Museum. The display of work at the annual 
exhibition was highly creditable. Several working models were shown as the result of the year's 
"work. 

Blachmithing, 

Each term there was a full complement of pupils, and as the number of forges is limited, the 
'whole of the intending students could not be accommodated. The ventilation and lighting need 
improving. 

Patttrnmaking, 

This class has done excellent work during the year. Although the space provides only for 
16 persons, often 19 students were working;. The workshop is far too small, and extra accommo- 
dation is urgently needed to meet the demand caused by the additional classes in the engineering 
section. 

Ironfounding, 

A considerable improvement took place in the attendance, and there were 35 on the roll during 
the third term, which necessitated an additional class on Saturday morning. Some difficulty is 
experienced in providing patterns for the students. Sixteen students presented themselves for 
examination, all of whom passed, two obtaining honors. The progress made during the year was 
marked. 

Slide Rule, 

A considerable improvement has taken place in the attendance, and the class was divided into 
junior and senior sections, which gave both teacher and student better facilities. By this means a 
wider range was covered, and the work made more applicable to the special requirements of the 
students. The results obtained at the examination were satisfactory. 

Electrical Engineering. 

In the elementary section the subjects in the syllabus were treated a little more fully than in 
previous years, the matter being bi-ought up to date. About 50 per cent, of the students attended 
both the lectures and practical classes, and from these the best results are expected. Additional 
practical day classes were formed during the year, and the work is designed to amplify the subjects 
taken up in the lectures. 

Jn the advanced classes the attendance was regular, and good progress was made. Most of the 
pupils of this section have passed the elementary course, and the quantity and quality of the work 
clone in the practical class showed a marked improvement. 'J'he applications are still numerous, and 
scores of pupils are waiting to join. Increased accommodation is needed. 

Physics. 

The classes this year have been characterised by a marked increase in enrolments. The lectures 
on Experimental Mechanics have been accompanied with numerous experiments, ^-hereby the funda- 
mental truths could be brought home more clearly to the students, whilst the mathematical proofs 
have received less attention. 

The Electricity and Magnetism Classes have increased enormouslj^ — over 100 enrolled each term. 
Eewer took Sound, Light, and Heat, and it is difficult to understand why comparatively so small a 
percentage of those attending the trade classes realise tlie imporcancc of these subjects, seeing that 
they are called upon to know some of the laws in connection therewith. The popularity of the prac- 
tical physics was maintained throughout the year, and many were unable to gain admission to the 
laboratory, as individual instruction is given, and the accommodation is limited. There is still 
evident a deficiency of mathematical knowledge amongst the btudents. Several new pieces of apparatus 
were added, but the equipment is nothing like complete. 

Mathematics. 

The total enrolment for the year shows an increase of 3*2, whilst the average attendance almost 
doubled that of last year. In most of the classes the students took greater interest in the work, thus 
enabling more ground to be covered with better results than in previous years. 

Sanitation. 

The Sanitary Engineering Classes were well attended, the influx of students from the practical 
plumbing being noticeable. In the Plumbing classes the attendance exceeds the' accommodation, 
and the work is being carried on under great disadvantages. If the workshops were made as large 
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agftin there would be no lack of stadenti» as many are waiting admission. Special Health Lectures 
were delivered at Newcastle and Maitland, and were well patronised by the public. Regular visits 
were paid hy the Lecturer to these centres, and instruction in the tiieory of plumbing anasanitatioB. 
was given. The conduct of the students was excellent. 

ABCHirSCIUBS. 

The classes in Architectural and Trades Drawing, Building Construction, and Historial Archie 
tecture have increased, the numbers reaching 81. The work done by the students was an advance 
upon the past year. Li the Quantity Surveying Class satisfactory progress was made, and there was 
an improved attendance. Few enrolled for ^usonry, and the prospects of a large class are not very 
bright. Durinff the ^year a change was made in the teaching staff, and the Carpentry Classes were 
conducted by Messrs. T. 11, Lockley and E. Forsyth. Although only temporarily engaged, th^ 
worked well, and held the classes together. One of the students obtained honors in Carpentry 
(theory and practice), thus winning the Mayor's gold medal. 

Art. 

The past year has been a most satisfactory one. There was a larger attendance than in any 
previous year, and in most of the subjects greater efficiency was secured. 

It was observed that a larger proportion of the students from the trade classes attended the 
Freehand and Model Drawing, but it is hoped that they will also join the Geometry, Perspective, aaoA 
Sciography Classes. 

A marked improvement was shown in the Antique Drawing Class, both as regards the* 
attendance and the attainments. During the year many of the pupils of the Life and Antique 
Classes regularly attended the Art Gallery for instruction, making studies from the "old masters." 

The general behaviour of the students has been excellent, and the results obtained were satis- 
factory. Increased accommodation is needed for teaching Geometrical Drawing, as the numbers have 
outgrown the room set apart for teaching this subject. 

The enrolment of the Modelling Classes continues to be good, and there was a creditable display 
of work as the result of the vear's teaching. 

The Minerva Art CIud connected with this Department did good work. The monthly meetings 
were well attended, and the variety of works submitted was greater, and the execution better, than in 
any previous year. 

ISTDUSTBIAL ArT. 

All the elaases ia this Department have been exceptionally well att«ided ; the enrolment «r- 
ceeded those of any other year. The instruction ^ven followed the lines laid down in the calendar^ 
bat was augmented when possible. Owing to the increase d attendance in the Signwriting Classes it 
became necessary to apply for help, which was promptly given. In the House Painting, Decoration, 
and Design Classes, good progress was made ; many students attoiding the latter classes did exceHent 
original pieces of work. The display of exhibits at the Annual ESxhibition was the best yet made, «nd 
in every Department there was a distinct advance. Some excellent watercolour drawings for the use 
of the students have been executed by the Lecturer during the year. 

DOHBSTIC ECOIFOMT. 

The Cookery Classes were carried on under considerable difficulty. The number in each of the 
particular classes were too large for the accommodation, but as so many were waiting to be admitted, 
the teacher managed to meet the emergency by rearranging the kitchen and making room for several 
more pupils. However, over 30 were still unable to join. A larger and more convenient compart- 
ment for teaching Cookery is needed. There was an improved attendance for Domestic Economy. 
All through the year the Starching and Ironing Classes were full. The results of the examination, 
were gratifying ; 25 obtained honors. 

Lithography and Photo-Lithoorapbt. 

The instruction has been of a general character, according to the syllabus, which is arranged to 
meet trade requirements. Considerably more practical work was done. This is due to the installation 
of the electric light in the classroom. The Lithography Classes made an excellent show at the Annual 
Exhibition, at which the students gave demonstrations each evening, showing what was taught in 
these classes. 

Dressccttting and Dressmaking. 

Throughout the year the enrolment has been large, and it was difficult to provide for the 
numbers attending. Only a small proportion of the pupils presented themselves for examination, but 
the results were, on the whole, satisfactory. The Millinery Class is not so well attended, bat the 
prospects are encouraging for the coming year. 
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BOOKKBBFIKG. 

The nnmbers attending the Bookkeeping Classes were large, but giving two lessons on the same 
evening is not satisfactory to the students. This arrangement cannot be altered until another room is 
available. The results of the examinations were good, and the percentage of passes was higher than 
latit year. Some of the best pupils were unable to attend the examination, owing to an attack of 
influenza. 

Penmanship. 

These classes were reopened during the second term. The attendance in the last term im- 
proved, and the classes promise to regain the popularity which they enjoyed in former years. The 
students were largely drawn from the mercantile houses, although artisans were also represented. 
Several pupils succeeded in passing the examination creditably, with only two terms' tuition. 

PHYSIOIiOGT. 

The attendance was good all through the year, and the lectures were given in accordance with 
the syllabus. Dr. Roth obtained leave of absence for the purpose of accompanying the Medieal Corps 
to the Transvaal, and Dr. R. Vandeleur Kelly acted as substitute. 

Albuby. 

The College was opened on 23rd of March by the Mayor, and active operations commenced the 
same evening. Classes were arranged for Freehand, Model, Perspective, and Geometrical Drawing, 
and Woodworking, including Carpentry and Manual Training, Wood Carving, and Turning. There 
was an average enrolment of 131 for each term. At the examinations the results obtained were beyond 
anticipation. So far, the undertaking has been satisfactory, and there is every reason to believe that 
Albury will become a large and important centre. 

Akmxdalx. 

The progress made in the Art Classes was good, and the number of the pupils steadily increased 
each term, the day classes being particularly well attended. Several of the pupils competed at the 
Singleton Show, and the first prize for a pencil landscape was won by a student of this College. Othen 
contributed to the Art Society's Exhibition, and were awarded prizes. 

ASHFIELD. 

The Art Classes are attended by students who take up the elementary sections ; a few are 
tradesmen and teachers. The accommodation is good, also the appliances. A few additional casts 
are needed to replace the broken ones. 

The Bookkeeping and Penmanship Classes were conducted on similar lines to those at i&e 
Central College, and in the former class satisfactor}'^ work was accomplished. 

Shorthand seems as popular as ever, and there was a fair attendance during the year. 

Bathurst. 

Most of the classes have been well attended during the year, and the conduct of the students 
has been all that could be desired. The total enrolment was 633, whilst the individuals reached 441. 
The Science Classes have met with greater support, and the steady increased attendance was encouraging. 
Additional apparatus having been provided, the class lectures were more fully illustrated. Several 
models were prepared, under the direction of the Resident Science Master, by the Teacher of Carpentry, 
for demonstration purposes. 

The Theoretical Mechanics' Lectured given to the pupils of the fifth classes of the Superior 
Public School were successfuL A sketching club has been formed by the Art students, which is 
managed by themselves. To meet the requirements of druggists' apprentices, a class was formed in 
Materia Medica, and instruction was also given in Pharmaceutical Chemistry and Pharmacy ; but the 
action of the Pharmacy Board is inimical to the progress of the class. It should be mentioned that 
more apparatus is needed for teaching Sound, Light, and Heat. The Greology Class needs a series of 
New South Wales fossils. The space allotted for teaching Carpentry has proved too limited, and 
additional room has been applied for. 

Broken Hill. 

Seven subjects were taken, and the work done was highly satisfactory, especially in Metallurgy 
and Assaying. The proximity of the mines enables students here to experiment with a very large 
variety of ores and furnace products ; at the same time, students have the opportimity of observing 



172 Heport of the Minister of Public Instruction. 

important metallargical operations in progress on the working scale. The Mineralogy students did a 
large amount of practical work ; but, as travelling is so expensive, those attending the Geology Classes 
were unable to do much field work. The students examined in Chemistry did remarkably well — 21 
obtained honors ; thus showing that the teaching was very thorough in this subject. A good start has 
been made, and the temporary building proves altogether inadequate. 

Eppixo. 

Model and Freehand Drawing Classes were opened in April last, and the attendance was fairly 
good. The distiict is a new and growing one, and, with the railway facilities along the line towards 
Hornsby and Kyde, the residents will, no doubt, avail themselves of the advantages of the classes. 
Already there are some promising students attending. 

GOULBURN. 

The number of individual students from all sources has been 449. As far as possible the work 
has been kept in accordance with the information contained in tbo Calendar. There was an increase 
in the attendance in the Chemistry and Physics Classes. Several geological excursions were arranged 
at which the Public School pupils attending the Science course of lectures were present. The Head 
Master of the Superior Public School made a series of diagrams, illustrating the entire course of 
lectures given to the Public School pupils, which proved of great assistance. The Woodworking 
classes are still popular, and excellent work has been done during the year. In December an Exhi- 
bition of students' work was held, and the carving exhibits were excellent. 

The Parkes Bursary was won by a student of this College. W]ien the new building is erected 
it may be expected that the progress will be more marked, and an increased attendance secured. 

Granville. 

The improvement made in the previous year was sustained this year also. There were 251 
enrolments, representing some 183 individuals. Throughout each term the attendance was regular. 
Mr. C. E. Stockwell, Assistant Teacher of Mechanical Drawing, met with an accident which caused 
his death. Both as a student and teacher he attained marked success, and was held in high esteem. 
Mr. Cropper resigned the position of teacher of Shorthand, and Mr. G. Sloman was appointed to the 

fosition. The Art Classes were well attended, and excellent renults were obtained at the examinations, 
n all the subjects general satisfaction was given, and there arc good prospects of another successful 
year. 

LiTHOOW. 

The Shorthand Classes were very successfully conducted, the enrolment was better, and the 
weekly average attendance reached 31*3. Most of the old pupils continue to attend. Fifteen sat for 
examination, and 12 passed, thus showing that steady work was done during the year. 

Maitland and Dl«»trict. 

The individual enrolment for all classes throughout the district was 624. The work of the year 
compares well with previous ones, and the students have been assiduous in their studies, whilst several 
distinguished themselves. Miss F. Lavis gained the silver medal for drawing at the Junior University 
Examination, and the students' work shown at Northern Agricultural Association was very creditable. 
The Art Classes at Seaham, Clarence Town, Morpeth, Hinton, Raymond Terrace, East Maitland, and 
Singleton, have been successful, both as to numbers attending and results obtained. The Trade Classes 
are likely to be larger next year, as new works are being opened which will give regular employment to a 
number of adults. The attendance at the Woodworking Classes was better than in the previous year. 
Unfortunately, several persons attending the Dresscutting and Dressmaking Classes were unable to 
sit for examination, owing to illness. There is every reason to be eatistied with the results of the 
work achieved in this district. 

Newcastle and District. 

Taking all the classes into account, the enrolment shows a decided increase. There was a larger 
attendance in the Mechanical Drawing, Chemistry, Steam and Steam Engine, and Dressmaking and 
Dresscutting Classes, and the Art, Coal Mining, Plumbing, Carpentry, Boilermaking, and Mine 
Surveying continue to receive liberal support, and are doing good work. The Mineralogy Classes 
were closed through lack of attendance, and it was cpnsidered desirable to discontinue for a time the 
Science Lectures to the pupils from the Public Schools. Additional appliances were granted, which 
added much to the success of the teaching. Whenever practicable, the teacher of Carpentry has 
rendered help in making necessaries for the College. Additional apparatus and instruments are 
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needed for the Science Classes, and the work is handicapped on this account. The building still 
causes anxiety in wet weather, and needs attention, as the high winds and rain do considerable 
damage to the walls and exhibits. 

It is gratifying to find that the Trade Classes are well attended, and applications have been 
made for extension in this direction. The accommodation is not sufficient, and further space is needed 
before other classes can be formed. 

Newtown. 

There has been a considerable increase in the number of students enrolled, and with few 
exceptions, caused by illness and removals from the district, the attendance show a high average. 
Many of the drawings, which are numerous, possess considerable merit. 

In the evening Shorthand Class, 45 pupils enrolled, lessons were given regularly, and most of 
the students were industrious. A day class was started during the second term for boys and girls, 
and good work was done, though the examination standard was not reached, as a whole year is needed 
to attain it. 

North Sydney. 

Some 34 individuals enrolled, and most of these studied more than one subject. The 
attendance for the year was very good, the average per lesson reached 20, and the behaviour of 
the students was all tliat could be desired. Good work was done in the Shorthand Classes, which 
were well attended. 

Petersham. 

The classes were well attended during the year, and there were 304 individuals enrolled. In 
the Elementary Art section the attendance was good, but in the upper divisions there were fewer 
enrolments. An encouraging feature of this year's work was the large Geometrical Drawing class. 
The subject is an important one, and is very necessary for the architect, as well as the engineer. 

There was a falling off in the attendance of the Shorthand Classes, as compared with other 
years ; but the teaching is confined to one night only, which may in a measure account for it. Classes 
m Mathematics and Bookkeeping and Scientific Dresscutting were conducted with fair success. 

Waverley. 

The enrolment and average attendance have been good, and there is every prospect of the 
classes increasing in number during the next year. Four subjects were taught, viz.. Freehand, 
Model, and Geometrical Drawing and Still Life Painting. Being a new school, most of the pupils are 
young ; and a year or two must elapse before very good results can be gained, or the pupils distingu sh 
themselves. 

The total number of classes in operation was distributed as shown below : — 



« 


Under Salaried 
Teachers. 


Teachers paid 
Fees only. 


Total. 


Svdnev Technical College 


68 

16 

111 

22 


6 

8 

11 

16 


74 


Suburban Classes 

Classes in country towns 


24 
122 


Classes from Public Schools 


38 








217 


41 


268 



TECHNOLOGICAL MUSEUMS. 

The exhibits during the past year have received the usual overhaul and attention, as the 
strictest care and supervision are required in the botanical and zoological sections, these particular 
exhibits being susceptible to the attacks of borers and insect life in general. Vigilance is our only 
safeguard against the preservation of these specimens from utter ruin. • 

In the mineral section a large number of reports have been made, and specimens determined for 
correspondents. Several individual specimens and small sets have thus been added to the mineral and 
rock collections. 

New cases have been provided, and the temporary cases replaced. 

As much routine work as possible has been done, several of the collections being rearranged 
and reclassified. 

Among the collections donated during the year may be mentioned a large block of fire-clay, also 
fire bricks and other specimens made from it, presented by Mr. Devan, of Bathurst; also a number of 
collections of auriferous minerals and ores from Charters Towers and Ravenswood gold-fields, presented 
by the Mines Department, Queensland, through Mr. J. C. Cole. Sets of these were sent to the country 
Museums. / 
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A very fine collection of models of apples, oranges, ftc., has been added to the Agricultural 
Coort. They have been modelled and coloured by members of the College staff, and named by the 
Fruit Expert- of the Agricultural Department, and so should be of the greatest value to the orchardist. 

Additional exhibits of models of our native flowers have also been executed by these officers, 
and so this valuable collection is steadily growing. 

A number of new essential oils and perfumes have been obtained from our native trees by our 
own distillations and placed on exhibit. The chemical investigation of some of them have been 
completed and the results published. 

Some valuable additions have been made to our collection of edible and non-edible fungi. 

A very valuable exhibit has been received through Mrs. Walters, Glebe Point, being part of 
an old wooden water-main, taken up in Oxford-street, London. This main was laid in the reign of 
Charles J, and has not been in use for the last 150 years. The wood is in a perfect state of preservation. 

Our timber collection has received several valuable additions, some of the principal donors 
being Mr. K. H. Cambage, L.S., Burwood ; Mr. W. Farrell, Moss Vale ; Mr. Kichard Ridge, Bourke ; 
and our collector has also rendered valuable services in the field in the matter of timber collecting. 

We have made special efforts to bring our Colonial timbers under the notice of manufacturers, 
and during the year have sent away five collections and have received very encouraging reports in 
return. I^or violins some of our woods have been pronounced equal to any others. 

Some very fine specimens of native yams have been presented by Mr. A. Faddison of New 
Angledool. 

The botanical collector was recalled from the north, and has since worked over a large area of 
the south-east portion of the Colony in search of timber specimens, new products, and to collect, more 
particularly, material from oil-bearing trees and shrubs, in order to complete the work on New South 
Wales essential oils which is now weU in hand. 

The reorganising of the herbarium, commenced some time back, has at last been completed by 
the Herbarium-keeper, Mr. Beyer. The whole collection of plants, numbering some 50,000, is now in 
splendid order and condition, and its present efficiency will much facilitate the economic botanical 
work in the future. 

It is gratifying to have to state that the number of reports and information given on general 
economics compares mvourably with that of previous years — ^a fact which proves that the Museum is 
well in touch with the commercial claims of the Colony. 

By encroaching much on private time some valuable or original researches have been accom- 
plished — 

By the Curator, R. T. Baker, F.L.S., Corrs. Memb. Phar. S. of Gt. Brit. :— 

(1.) On three new species of Eucalyptus ; Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S. W., VoL XIV, 2nd. Ser., June, 
1899. — Three very important economic trees are described in this paper ; — 

(a) Eucalyptus Smithii. This species has an extensive range, and yields an oil very rich in 
Eucalyptol (70 per cent.) * 

(b) Eucalyptus Dawsoniy which is known as ** Slaty Gum," and extends over a large area of 
the Colony, produces a remarkably hard timber, equal in durability to the best ironbark. 

(c) Eucalyptus camphora is also a well distributed species, and is famous for its excellent 
oil, which is largely manufactured and exported. The oil also contains large quantities 
of the solid camphor, " eudesmol," which was first discovered in this Museum. 

(2.) On a new Apocynaceous plant, yielding large edible tubers ; Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S.W., 
Vol. XIV, 2na Series, July, 1899. — The plant here described occurs over the dry western 
plains of the Colony, and yields a plentiful supply of large edible tubers ; and their greatest 
economic value appears to be that in these tubers the settlers in the dry interior of the 
continent have an indigenous vegetable in times of drought when ordinary garden vegetables 
are not procurable. The leaves of the plant, too, are reported as being much relished by stock. 

(3.) Contributions to a knowledge of the Flora of Australia : Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S.W., Part II, 
Vol. XIV, 2nd Series, August, 1899. — This paper comprises supplementary description of 
certain species known hitherto from imperfect material, and some additional localities for 
known species. A number of fungi (edible and otherwise) are recorded as new for New 
South Wales. 

^ (4.) On some new species of Eucalyptus ; Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S.W., Vol. XIV, 2nd Series, 
October, 1899. — The following are described as new : — (1) Eucalyptus oreades, from the Blue 
Mountains ; this tree produces a good working timber, known as Mountain Ash. 
(2) Eucalyptus maculosa^ which yields an essential oil containing 46 to 56 per cent, 
eucalyptol ; (3) Eucalyptus patentinervis, from the north coast, and commonly known as 
Bastard Mahogany. 

(5.) On two new species of Casuarina; Proc. Linn. Soc. N.S.W., Vol. XFV, 2nd Series, 
October, 1899. — The two well known She-Oaks— the **Belah," which extends over almost 
the whole of the interior of the Colony from the Main Dividing Range to the Darling Biver, 
and the **Bull Oak," with an almost equally extensive range — appear not to have been 
botanicaUy placed, and so are accordingly given specific rank under the names of 
C. Canibagei and (7. Luehmanni respectively. 
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(6.) Conjointly with the Assistant Curator, H. G. Smith, F.C.S. : — 

On the Essential Oils of the Darvi^iniasof Port Jackson ; Roy. Soc. N.S. W., December 6th, 1899. — 
The principal constituent of the essential oil of Darwinm /aacicularis is Geranyl acetate, an 
ester, the alchol of which is geraniol and the acid acetic acid. Geraniol is the principal 
constituent of the liquid portion of rose-oil and also of geranium-oil. This is probably the 
first time geraniol has been found in an oil obtained from the natural order Myrtacese. 

By the Assistant Curator, H. F. Smith, F.C.S. :— 

On the Crystalline Camphor of Eucalyptus Oil (Eudesmol) and the natural formation of Eucalyptol ; 
Roy. Soc. N.S. W., August 2nd, 1899. — The formula of eudesmol is here shown to be CioHig O, 
and that it is an intermediate product in the formation of eucalyptol. This stearoptene 
was unknown until discovered at this Museum. 

Besides the above a very large amount of original work has been done in connection with the 
botany and chemistry of the Eucalypts, and a very large amount of valuable information obtained, by 
which the species have been more correctly classified, aud the commercial possibilities of their timbers 
and oils determined. This work has received very favourable comment in Europe. 

During the year the Curator devoted much time to the preparation of the ** Guide to the 
Museum." 

Such a work has always been a desideratum in this Institution ; and it is hoped its early 
publication may be looked for, although at present the printing of it is held in abeyance. 

In the Economic Zoology section the collection of models of the food-fishes of New South Wales 
has increased to such an extent as to become one of the most interesting and valual>le exhibits in the 
section. The accurate anatomical detail of the casts, which are in bold relief, and the life-like 
coloration, make them objects of scientific value,.as well as of popular interest, and they have been 
much admired by all zoologists who have had an opportunity of seeing them. 

The collection of internal parasites of stock and domestic animals, as well as of the indigenous 
fauna, has been added to by many valuable specimens. Many specimens of Natural History have 
been collected and classified for the country museums, in which much work has been done setting in 
order their local zoological collections. 

Identification of and general information on many specimens and subjects connected with 
Economic Zoology has been supplied to the public, especially our Public School teachers. 

In the wool section there were 390 samples and fleeces of wool presented ; many were of the 
most renowned breeds of the present day. The breeders and owners were anxious to have an official 
report upon the same. 

The pastoralists throughout the Colonies generally are seeking information from this Department, 
and many specimens are thus received without canvassing. The New South Wales Sheep-Breeders' 
Association is especially anxious to have the assistance of this Institution in deciding the much 
disputed question of fine, medium, and strong wools. At the last general meeting of this Association 
this Museum was tendered a special vote of thanks for the assistance rendered ; also the warmest 
thanks of the Murrumbidgee Pastoral Association's Committee were received for the satisfactory 
manner their ninth scouring test was carried out under our Wool Expert, Mr. Hawkesworth. Mr. 
Johnson, the Economic Zoologist, has rendered valuable service to this Department by his microscopical 
work in connection with the measuring of the fibres of some hundreds of samples of wool. 

The two large new cases for the spinning counts or qualities of wool are a decided success, being 
both suitable and useful. 

Mr. A. E. Finckh has donated a very interesting collection of specimens from Funafuti. 

The Blind Asylum, Boomerang-street, has sent a very instructive collection of basket and 
brush ware in exchange for a number of books for the blind which were received from Italy some 
years ago . 

Messrs. Winchcombe, Carson, and Co. have presented a specimen of hide, showing tanning 
properties of wattle-bark and valonia. 

Captain E. C. Hore has lent a very interesting collection of South Sea Island curios. 

At the request of the Trustees of the Australian Museum, our numismatic collection has been 
transferred to that Institution. As that body of gentlemen were desirous of making a national 
collection, it seemed preferable to have one series as perfect as possible, in preference to one or more 
perhaps indifferent ones. As the result of a conference with the Curator of the Australian Museum 
in regard to the future modus operandi of these two national Institutions, and in order to prevent 
any overlapping, the specimens were transferred to the custody of the Trustees. 

The number of specimens added ddring the year to our collection was 1,317, made up as 
under : — 

Presented 1,080 

Exchanged 97 

Collected 82 

Loan 56 

Purchased 22 
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Country Museums. 

During the year the Curator has inspected Goulbum and Bathurst Museums, and carried out 
several alterations in the classification of exhibits. They were both in good order. 

The Economic Zoologist has visited all the country Museums, and commenced a system of 
rearrangement, anil named the various collections coming under his particular science. As this 
branch has been rather neglected in the past, the Resident Masters much appreciated liis visit, which 
it is proposed to make annual, as well as that of other experts on the staff. 

A complete set of the Proceedings of the Linnean Society of New South Wales has been sent to 
each Museum, to be used as a work of leference by local students and naturalists. 

As far as possible, duplicates, are evenly distributed amongst our Branch Museums. I.Ast year 
they received 1,040 specimens from the Sydney Museum, whilst specimens received at local Museums 
were : — 

Donations 217 

Loans 12 

Purchases 20 

Total .. 249 

Total number of visitors for the year at this Museum were 114,503, being an increase of 8,324 on 
the previous year. 

Country Museums. 

Newcastle 42,294 

Bathurst ^3,302 

Goulburn 24,526 

West Maitland 23.802 

Albury 8,145 

R. N. MORRIS, 

Superintendent. 



ANNEX A. 

Enrolment of Students. 

ISOS 1S90. 

Sydney Technical College (Technical classes) 3, 723 4,491 

,, „ ,, (classes on fees only) 329 346 



4,052 4,837 

Suburban Technical classes ,302 356 

„ M ), (on fees only) 384 •103 

Country Technical classes 2,021 2,340 

M „ f* (on fees only) .351 •366 

Classes connected with Public Schools 1,444 1,654 



8,518 10,256 

*iQ8 of whom are Public School pupils, paying fees for Shorthand. 

Summary of above. 

Sydney Technical College 4,837 

Suburban classes 643 

Country classes 2,654 

Classes connected with Public Schools 2, 122 

ToUl 10,256 
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ANNEX B. 
Technical Education B&anc& 
SxATSMiuiT OF Bkcufts Ain> DiSBUKSBMXNTS for the year 1989» 



BacuFis. 



DuBUEsmrara. 



To Balance on aooount of 1888 

Amount received from Treasury, on 

acoount o( 1808*9 Vote 

Amount received from Treasury, on 

account of 1809-1900 Vote 

Amount received from Treatury, on 

account of Incrementa 



Amount reoeived from Treasury, 
from Loan Vote, £7,000, 1890, 
00 Vic. No. 82 



£ 8. d 

320 18 3 

0,767 

14,000 

28 



24,10ft » 8 



1,055 



£26,160 18 3 






Sudney and Branch Teehnieal QiUe^a 
and Clatteg, 

By Salaries — Administrative 

Mechanical Btaff 

Lecturers, Teachen, and 

Assistants 

„ Curetakers and Oleanrav 

Apparatus, Fittings, and Materials 

Gleaning Branch Schools 

Examination Fees 

Priaes, JEC 

Freight, Cartage, and Miscellaneous 

Library ...» 

Lighting 

Rent 

Repairs, &c 

Travelling Expenses 



Sydney Technological Museums 
and Branches. 

By Salaries — Sydney Museums 

„ Attendants, Branch 

Museums 

Specimens (md Materials 

Rent 

Travelling Expenses 

Lighting 

Repairs, &c 



Refund to Treasury, 80th June, 
1899, of unexpended balance— 
*• Increments" 

Unexpended Balance, ye^ur 1899. . . 



Expenditure, Loan Vote of £7,000, 

of 1896 

Unexpended Balance, yeac 1899. . . . 



£ a d 

1,422 18 U 
1,286 2 2 






£ 8. d. 



11,W 

1,012 

1,748 

64 

83 

126 

602 

148 

1,057 

162 

83 

197 



1 4 
19 7 

5 
18 10 
16 

11 

2 6 



5 

4 
15 

4 
16 



2 
8 

8 
1 



2,429 

449 

625 7 5 

125 

106 8 10 

68 13 9 

19 1 



655 
400 



19»$S17 10 10 



8,822 11 a 



23,040 1 10- 

4 6 8 
1,061 9 



24,105 18 3 



1,055 



£25,160 18 3 



NoTB.— In addition to the above, the following payments were made at the Treasury during the year 1899 :~ 

£ 8. d. 

London payments. Technical Education General Account 66 15 8 

Loan Vote of £1,000 of 1896-7, for Additions to Sydney Technical College . . 74 15 
Loan Vote of £7,000, 60 Vic. No. 82» of 1896— Erection of Country 

Technical Colleges and Museums 435 15 

. From Loan Vote of £20,000, of 1886-7, 60 Vic. No. 32, £800 tninferred for 
Furnaces and Improvements in oonnection wUh School of Mines, 

Assaying, Ac.,, account of Lecture Room, Sydney TSchoioaL College . . 12 6 

£578 8 2 

Toiet^ Mhspenditure on Technical Edncxxilwm for year 1899. 

' . £ s. d. £ s. d.. 

Technical Edtioatlon. 10,21!riOlO 

Museum, Technical 8,822 11 

28,040 1 10 

LoansAccount ..^ 655 

». 74 15 

486 16 

M t 2. A 

1,166 12 6 

London pavtmonts <18 Ifi 8 66 16 8 

Fbes to Teachers and Miscellaneous 2,737 10 6 

„ retained 2,118 2 9 

4»8B6 1B 2. 

Total «.. £29,129 3 2 

Department of Public Instmotwm^ A. E. BAflSAN, 

Sydney, 13 March, 1900. Accountnt. 
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Technical Education. — Fees Account. 
Statement of Receipts and Disbursements for the year 1899. 



RlCXIFTS. 



DUBUBSBMXMTB. 



Of 



To Balance on account of 1808 

Fees received from Students 

Sydney Technical College . . . 
Fees received from Students of 

Branch Technical Colleges and 

Classes 

Fees received from Branch Cookery 

Classes 






£ 8. 

744 12 


d. 

6 


4,610 17 


6 


2,20!{13 


6 


16 4 


6 


£7,478 7 10 



By Fees paid to Teachers, Sydney 
Technical College, Branch Classes 

and Contingencies 

Unexpended Balance on 81 De- 
cember, 1899 



Fees retained by Teachers of Branch 
Technical Colleges and Classes . 

Transfers to Treasury, Revenue 
Account 

Credit Balance of Technical Educa- 
tion Fees Trust Account at 
Treasury, 81 December, 1890 



£ 8. d. 

2,737 10 6 
16 1 8 



2,118 2 9 
2,244 12 6 

858 7 



£ 8. d. 



2,762 12 1 



4,720 16 9 



£7,478 7 10 



Department of Public Instruction, 
Sydney, 13 March, 1900. 



A. E. BASSAN, 

Accountant. 



APPENDIX XX. 

PcTBLiG School Sites obtained in 1899. 

dumber of sites granted by the Government « 64 

„ ,, resumed under Act 51 Vic. No. 37 25 

„ „ purchased 3 

y, „ obtained by way of gift 1 

Total number of sites secured during the yea , as per following lists 93 



1899~ScH00L Sites Granted bt the Govebnment. 



Ariah Park 

Ashford (addition) 

Bappin 

Beneree (reservation only) 

Bericoe 

Ben Venue 

Bolivia 

Brungle 

Brooklyn (addition) 

Bullagreen 

Oavan 



Giro (reservation only) 

Homestead 

Howlong (reservation only) 

Jiggi 

Junction Point 

Kydra 

Kyogle (reservation only) 

Lacblan Gate 

Lonff Flat 

Limbri 

Lankey's Creek 

Maitland Bar 

Merriganowry 



Oarlachy Tank 

Clifton Ten-mile 

Coldstream Upper (reservationMicketymulga 

only) Millwood 

Combaning South Modell 

Conifer Mulwee 
Cuerindi North (reservation only) Newlyn 

Currawama Narromine 

Dickerton Navarino 

Deniliquin North Oakville 

Elsiedale Piper's Flat 



Reno 

Sam's Creek 

Swan Bay 

Seven Oaks (reservation only) 

Spring Terrace 

Station Hill 

Speewah 

St. Alban's (addition) 

Swan Peak 

Tallymorgan 

Tubbamurra 

Tucklan 

Two-mile Flat 

Uranquinty 

Ulan 

Watson's Beef (reservation only) 

Wagonga 

Wanta&dgery 

Webber's Creek 

Woolomin (addition) 

Yamma 
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1899— School Sites Under the "Public Works Act of 1888" (51 Vic. No. 37). 



Name. 



Area. 



Amount already paid. 



Estimated 

amount still 

due. 



Auburn Vale .... 
Bindogundra .... 

Brookvale 

Coramba (access) 

Comdgery 

Daisy Park 

Edgerton 

EliElwah 

Gleniffer 

Glenroy West . ., . 

GorumBorum 

Grubben 

Hadley , 

Kurrajong South 

Methul 

Middle Arm , 

New Vale 

Newcastle South . 



Poolbrook...., 
QuoroboloDg . 
Snowy River 
TilbaTilba .., 

Trungley , 

Wowagin , 

Yanko North 



Totals 



a. 


r. p. 


2 





3 





2 








26t»5 


2 





2 





2 





2 





1 





2 





2 


1 10 


2 





2 





2 





2 





4 





1 








1 14i 


2 


2 Q 


2 





3 


1 


2 





2 





2 





2 






49 2 11^^ 



£13 6 7 
£61 7 6 



Nil ; a gift from Mr. J. H. Rodgers 
„ „ „ „ W. J. Dwyer 
,, ,, ,, A. J. S. Bank, Ltd. 

Mr. W. H. MiUer 
„ R. M'Dowle 






Nil ; a gift from Mr. Joseph Gerard 

„ John O'Brien 



9> ti yy 



£4 10 



Nil ; a gift from Mr. John M'Innes 



Nil ; a gift from Trustees late E. C. 

Merewether 
Nil ; a gift from Mr. H. Schieb 



£61 6 9 



Nil ; a gift from Mr. J. A. Krause 



Nil ; a gift from Miss E. S. Clark 



£140 1 9 



£ 8. d. 
10 



2 



2 



100 a 
10 0> 



100 0. 



6 0^ 
60 
12 O' 



£802 a 



1 899. ~ School Sites Purchased. 

Place. Area. 



Cost. 



a. r. p. 

Merannie 2 £10 

Moorland 2 11 40 

Nymagee.. 2 23J 150 



Totals 



4 2 34J 200 



1899.— School Site Conveyed by way of Gift, 

Place. Area. Donor. 

Michelago 2acres Hon. A, Ryriei M.L.C. 
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Report of the Minister of Public Instruction. 

APPENDIX XXII. 



Stjltehekt sbowing the Pajments made bj the Treasurj on Account of SeiriceB 
Tendered to the Department of Public Instruction, from Ist January to Slst 
December, 1899. 



To Amount from Vote of £659.482, 
being part of £686,624, Item No. 
258, of Appropriation Act of 
1898-9 •. 

To Amount from Vote of £672,777, 
being part of £703,985, Item No. 
241, of Appropriation Act of 

1899-1900 

Do do 



£ 


8. 


d. 


686 








685 
133 



6 



8 


£1,503 


6 


8 



fiy Salaries ...i» 



£ 8. d. 
1,503 6 8 



£1,503 6 8 



Account Branch, Department of Public Instruction, 
Sydney, 1 March, 1900. 



A. E. BASSAN, 

Accountant 



9fdn9j : Williun Applagmto OoUiek, GoTamment Printtr.^lQOQL 
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